| 3 b 


2 


* 
ng BY 


722 
225 
* 


* 


M FP { a, cs » 
gt. 15 1 q 2 1 he 4 of oy . 


. * ir 1 8 * * * 7 Po 6 = ay g "3 A + 1 bh * * A d 2 0 ; 
þ 7 . 4:54 > "Ft, v4 . = "us , of * N 1 . © 


a: 
* * 
r 


22 
88 | 
. 

a + 

+: a <4 


— 


** Wor 

Woe 
as 

As 

* 


o 


2X 5 
* 1 7 

* ö 

BAT. 3 * 
- A \ TT - 


IF #77, . 57. 
N 
. . £4 


— 
ooo 
. 
„ l 

1 


* 
E 
= "A 


2 


8. 


| the 
rd 


1 
n 


- 
— 


At 
be: 
ude 


tion: of t 
diegm to 
EX 


c] 


- 


ion 


5 


1 


„ woul 


FY 


* 


4 


3 : 


% 


1 


have: 


hat in a 


12 


5 
At 


remark: 


Dey IX . ? F- 6 FE 2 22 ACS 
% ; — FARE hs IS 7 NES 3 Fn 125 N $8 {0 3 2 5 
1 Sg A As 4 * t 5 p 1 . 4 bo * 4 * K L = pe G l > 


= F 3 $4 C o 
2 4 ' A - a 2 pg V 
\ : p . 1 ol 
n ya "A $7 1 
. f ) 3 ' FN i Mi 
, . 8 ” %" BS _ 
: L 8 ** * ; be -W . F 
2 LAS - = x 5 >, OE 1 bY — 
| "Sa 155 IE TIES 
g ” . > 
: h | ; N T . 
. * ? 2 * 5 * ov A 7255 4 4 8 25 
r CY . 3 A 5 NY 
— 4 — eee . 
N E 2 | W 
4 - : * : 
* 2 &* — 1 a 3 4 n 
l "We, 5 N * 
* 3 EN *h, N 


FI * 2 S 


Cn material, er it tends to conceal any other ae” may he” commit- =O 
HE | * * dqakg, * will ſo far redreſs this ievan as to „ 
TF dr produftion of the Council-regords ; but the gr ing A ift 
. fn afford an argument, and a very ſtrong one, to ſhow the evil! 
4” nature or tendency of conſtitutions i in which an abuſe of this fort - 
VVT W 
u II.!n the following poronghs, dion of the Council-records _— 
. I hs been denied, when demanded. by Burgeſſes, and, in ſome 
| caſes, 'when demanded by actual Members of the Town-conncil, 
5 as Is inttructed by * 8 taken eee 8 
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as ern n they ordered extracts a certain = of ti he ente e 
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5 emaker Tae of reve at the — | 
8 5 "= for * hs for vo — 5 8 
1 PT Seusell of Cupar, took a proteſt dgainft the'Town-dlerk, demand- 
ing extracts of certain -minutes of. Council therein mentioned; 
and alſo, requiring him to furniſh a ſtate of the King's ceſs pay- 
able by the Town of Cupar, and a ſtate of the preſent ceſs- roll 
levied from the different Burgeſſes, and for all which, the Clerk 
was to be paid. To this requiſition, James Carſtairs the Clerk 
- anſwered, © That the extracts were made ont as ſoon as ordered 
© but the Provoſt and Magiſtrates, previous to the delivering, di- 
3 5 . the Clerk from giving the extracts, or to allow a * — 
” =  .* ther fight of the Council-books,” This is authenticated by a . 
. under the. hands of a Notary Public, and it is proper tio 
— that che perſon: here demanding extracts from the books, 8 


was not-only 2 Burgeſs, but actually a Member of Council. 
— ; * #- 2 + F . * . £4 1 8 * - | — ö ; 5 f 
N 1 ; IT * I , b 1 Ee fy . 5 1 295 \ Hor 5 ; - 
.- _— 2 - 33 1 * „ FEE Ws * 3 p 4 4 P & EF * N ; 6 42 
, q ' PI 2 
" 542 F $72" „ 0 AAA Song 8 od ; 
Li , # 4 * wy * ; ; 1 
. 1 
1 D . U M- 
: 9 ES ;- 1 
1 4 * 
& ESSE: 1 


7, ein 
N 


5 n : * "1 = * 
, 0 , l E * jy L854 i WEEE 
F ͤ—ͤↄwdu rt ar ˙6Wù ( mw ⁊ ERIC 
— — 


INSPECTION; 0» [HECORNS ig.» 


h M f to os 


SLY 3 8 on the oy of Auguſt 1 788, Robert 0 Macken- 
ie, Burgeſs, Preſes of the Burgeſſes periioning f for Reform, 
the perſonal -preſence of James Colquhoun, P Provo Wy chief 
8 © Magiſtrate of the Borough, required him, as chief Maglrete, | 
*.to allow a Committee to by appointed for the purpoſe, by the 
„aid Burgeſſes, to inſpect the records of the 5 
of ſaid Borough, and take ſuch excerpts therefrom as they 
bs deem eflential 3 in ſupport. of Reform, and required him to 
* convene a meeting of the Magiſtrates and Town-council, and 
© when. ſo convened, to communicate to them the. ſaid requiſi- 
* tion,—On the 1 5th Auguſt, the ſaid Robert Mackenzie again 
aſſed to the preſence of the ſaid chief Magiſtrate, required 
im to. declare whether or not he had convened. a meeting of the 
5 a id Town- council, and communicated to them the ſaid requiſi- 
* tions: To which, the ſaid chief Magiſtrate anſwered, That he 
bad convened a meeting of the ſaid Town-council, and had com- 
* municated to them the foreſaid requiſitions, and that they had 
inſtructed him to give for anſwer, That they the ſaid Town- 
68 council would take the matter to aviſandymX*.” This al an eva- 
: fion equtvalent to a refuſal ; and is eee * a e we 
der the c of a Notary Public... 8 
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5 - On the eth Manali 1 Thou Mie ace add: 
8 preſes of the Committee of Reform for this Burgh, and Gilbert 
French, Deacon: convener of the ſeven Incorporated Trades, in 

dhe perfonal preſence of john Wilſon, Town-clerk thereof, re- 

Bee 1 5 8 1 Tg on the table of the 

Honourable - 


. REQUISITION ror 


© Honourable Houſe of Commons of Great Britain, a Bill for a 
© Reform in the internal government of the Royal Boroughs of 
Scotland: That both the alienations of public property, and the 
ancient right of the Burgeſſes to elect the Common Councils, 
* prior to 1469, had been explicitly denied by the Town-councils, 
in their publications on the ſubject: That it was proper and 
neceſſary for the Burgeſſes attached to Reform, to have acceſs 
to the public records of the Town- council, from the earlieſt 
periods, at which they might be preſerved, to the preſent times; 
„in regard there was reaſon to believe, that theſe records would 
© afford clear evidence to ſhow both the ancient rights of election 
of the Common Council to have been exerciſed by the Burgeſſes, Ws 
and various alienations of public property to have been made 
, at different times by the Magiſtrates and Council ; and, there- 
C 
— 
— 
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fore, the ſaids Thomas Prentice and Gilbert French did require, 
that they with ſkilful and accurate perſons, might be allowed a 
ſearch of ſaid public records. To which the ſaid John Wilſon 
made anſwer, That he could not permit the ſearch demanded, 
without liberty from the Magiſtrates and Council; adding, that 
next day, being the 27th day of the ſaid month of November, 
there was to be held a meeting of Council, when he would in- 
form the Council of the requiſition made, and ſhould report the 
reſolutions of the Council on the ſubject.“ This requiſition is 
authenticated by a aden; and the ä — that no an- 
ſwer was ever made. 


„ 5 £ 
| | On the-26th D December 1788, Bailie William Scott, merchant, as 
5 procurator for che whole Burgeſſes and Inhabitants who had peti- 
tioned the Honſe of Commons for Reform, in the perſonal pre- 
ſence of Phineas Macintoſh; Provoſt of the Borough, Repreſented, 
That upon the 17th day of December current, Alexander Mac- 
_ © donald, writer in Inverneſs, one of the petitioners, and as agent 
for the other petitioners, delivered to the ſaid Phineas Macin- 
© toſh, preſent Provoſt of the ſaid Borough, a letter of which the e 
* tenor follows: Toe the Honourahleſthe Provoſt and Magiſtrates 5 
„of Inverneſs, 15th December 1998. We the Committee of the 5 
* Burgeſſes of this Borough, who have petitioned the Honourable 
the Houſe of Commons, for a Reform in the internal govern- 


« ment of the Boroughs * Scotland, beg ak to requeſt of you, 
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that three of our number may have acceſs to the Councikrecords 
«of this Borough, and be permitted to inſpect the fame, that we 
« may be enabled therefrom, to give every information in our 
„power to Parliament. Our petition to the Honourable Houſe Be 
of Commons, was ſubſcribed by every Burgeſs aud Heritor of 
this Borough dat of Council, eleven or twelve excepted, and 
* fome of theſe laſt, who may be termed neutrals, highly com- 
„ mended the application; and of the Tovn- council at that time, 
ten Members did ſubſeribe the petition, viz. William Scott, | ; 
“ 'merchant, Alexander Murray, merchant, James Reid, merchant, | = 
Robert Roſe, merchant, Charles Cumming, merchant, Daniel Ca- .. 
* meron, merchant, Simon Frafer, baker, Fobn Grant, Deacon Con- 
« yener of the fix Incorporated Trades, Fohn Baillie, deacon of 
the wrights, and Alexander Fraſer, deacon of the weavers. —If 
you incline that a ſorutiny of the names fubſcribing our peti- 
% tion may be made, we require, that two or more of our num- 
„ ber, may be called upon to be preſent, whom we ſhalt appoint 
« at any time you think proper; you cannot but admit, that the 
„ Burgeſſes of this Borough never were permitted, nor had they 
« acceſs at any time to ſee the accounts of the Borough. No, not 
“ even the greateſt part of the Town- council, are even permitted 
«© to know any thing about the accounts or town affairs, as max 
« of us Burgeſſes, who have been of the 'Town-council, can teſtify. 
Lou alſo admit, that the Guild-brethren, when charged to meet 
« to pay their quarterly dues, are never made acquainted with the 
„ ſtate of the affairs of their Incorporation, but when they pay 
* down their money, are expected to walk off. They are not 
« conſulted in the diſpoſal of the money thus paid out of their 
* pockets, nor have they a voice in the appointment of the per- 
“ ſons who give it away, and manage their affairs; and you know, 
that great ſums of this money have been loſt by bankruptcies, 
„ and expended in law-ſuits, without their conlent. Eighteen 
© members of the Guildry are, by the preſent ſet, members of 
« Town-council. They are not elected by the Incorporation of 2 
* Guild-brethren, but by the old Council, who only change two or | 
4 three annually. That very large alienations of the Town's pro- 
«. perty have been made, will appear from the feu- book, and which 
« we require alſo to be permitted to inſpect: That the amount | = 
* of the Town-debts are very conſiderable, you well know ; bur — 
cc 
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in order that the ſame may be diſtinctly aſcertained, we beg 
4 that you would furniſh us with an account thereof as we are ig- 
„ norant of them, being never conſulted about them, although _ 
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ve are made to underſtand, that, by law, we are equally liable 
* with you for the Town's debts. We cannot conclude, without 


£ mentioning the contemptuons manner in which you have hi- 
* therto affected to treat every application or petition. of the Bur- 
I geſles, although you muſt admit, that many of them are poſ- 
e ſeſſed of more property in the Borough, than any of the Towun- =. 
council; for you will find, that a very ſmall ſhare of the + 
* of the Borough is paid by the Members of Council, or a few 
© others averſe to Reform; for the authenticity of which, we 
* appeal to the - ſtent-books of the Borough. We requeſt your 
* anſwer to this letter, on or before the 22d current, otherwiſe 
* we will preſume; that you decline the ſcrutiny, and admit the 
* other facts ſtated in this letter to be true. We are. reſpectfully, 
* Gentlemen, your moſt obedient ſervants. (Signed). William 
* Scott, Preſes, Donald Smith, + Secretary, Jobn Mackenzie, Wil- 
* liam Welh, Fames Reid, Fobn Robertſon, Simon Fraſer, Alexander LE © 
* Macleod, Deacon-convener, William Cumming, Arthur Robertſon, | 
* Alexander F raſer, Duncan Grant, Jobn Macgregor, Simon Fraſer 
John Macpherſon, Fobn Macdonald, Robert Rodgers ;” which letter 
* was directed on the back thus: To Phineas Mackintoſh, Eſq; 
% Provoſt of Inverneſs.” After reading of which letter, the ſaid 
* Bailie William Scott, for himſelf, and as procurator and attorney 
foreſaid, repreſented, That upon the day above mentioned, the 
ſaid Alexander Macdonald delivered to the ſaid Phineas Makin- 
toſh the letter, of which, what is above engroſſed, is a copy, rer. 
quiring him to return a written anſwer thereto, which none ß 
the ſubſcribers of the ſame had hitherto received; and the ſaid Phi- 
neas Mackintoſh having acknowledged the receipt of the ſaid 
letter, and admitted, that no written anſwer was returned thereto; 
therefore the ſaid Bailie William Scott, for himſelf, and as pro- 
* curator and attorney foreſaid, proteſted, That the filence of the 
ſaid Phineas Mackintoſh, and the other Members of the preſent hs 
Council, is, and ſhall be conſidered and admitted, to all intents and „ 
© purpoſes, as a direct and explicit admiſſionſon their part, of the 5 
truth of the whole grievances therein mentioned; and that the 
aid petitioners ſhall be at liberty to found upon the ſaid ſilence, | 
* as a refuſal on their part, to comply with the r e therem , |\ 
made, in order to preclude the {aid petitioners from giving the | 


neceſſary information to Parliament; and as an admiſſion on the 
part of the Magiſtrates and I own- council of Inverneſs, that the 
whole grounds of complaint ſtated in their petition to Parlia- 


ment, and, i in the above letter, are juſt, true, and well founded 
| | © grievances | 
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grievances and complaints: And: thereupon proteſted, and took 
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of ores 19014754 e enen, tort inngeos, 
On the gth September 1788, John Gordon of Bellevue, and John 
Robertſon, merchant in Rothſay, in name of the Burgeſſes aſſo- 
ciated for Reform, in the perſonal preſence of John Blaue, Town- 
clerk of the Borough, Repreſented to him, That an order of the 


1 
x © 
cannot be called upon to expoſe the records, in the way,defined, - 
ab: 
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Honourable Houſe of Commons, for notorial copies of the char- 
ters and ſets of the ſaid: Borough had. been ſerved upon him this 


day, and the ſervice had been likewiſe intimated to Peter May, 


chief Magiſtrate of the Borough: That it was proper, and necel- 
ſary the records of the Burgh be examined and ſcrutiniſed ; and 


it was believed, that theſe records ought, of right, to be at all 


times patent and open to inſpection of all the Burgeſles ; and 
that it is the inherent privilege of every Burgeſs to demand ſuch 


inſpection, as often as he may have neceſſary occaſion „ That 


4 


at preſent there is very neceſſary occaſion for an inſpectioh and 
examination of the records of the Borough of Rothſay; for it 
was believed, that upon a compariſon of theſe, with the noto- 
rial copies of the charters and ſets now to be given, there would 


turn out to have been much groſs malverſation, and many pal- 


pable deviations in the courſe of the management of the Bo- 


rough affairs: That it is moſt undoubtedly the privilege of eve- 


ry individual Burgeſs of the Borough, to be ſatisfied for himſelf. 


how this. matter ſtands ; but to ſave trouble to the clerk; the 


Committee of; Burgeſſes had no objection, and conſented, that 


ot * 


gps OF of, their number, or a man of buſineſs, in name of 
the whole, be appointed to meet with the clerk, and to go oyer 


the whole records of the Borough, and take excerpts. wherever 


they may be judged, material: That this they conſidered them- 
ſelves entitled to demand, and they hoped it would not 


be denied them,. They likewiſe requeſted, that they, may 
in all, time coming, be allowed free acceſs to the Boroughere- 


cords, as from time to time they may be made up, This, it 
was true, had been refuſed to them in time paſt, but they hoped 
it never will again. To which it was anſwered by the aid John 
Blane, That he, as being 1 a cuſtodier for the Corporation, 


to every Burgeſs, or any ſet, of men whatever, . without, leave 


from the Council. Even on his own account, it is neceflary to. 


O ppoſe | 


4 


8 -REPQUASPTION' rene 


© oppoſe any ſuch demand; for were ſuch x right admitted, the 
* clerk of a Borough could never call any part of his time his 


_ © own, as however important his other buſineſs, he might be fix- 


ed to his office-table, by capricious. or factious men, one after 
* another, weeks, yea, months and years, without intermiſſion ; 
of which the requifition now made affords a ſtriking example; 
for if information had been the only thing in view, Mr Robert- 
" ſon, as having been a Member of the Council theſe thirty-three 
years paſt fucceſſively, and in that time frequently a Magiſtrate, 
© 18. p ally acqua knee not only with the whole tranſactions of 


hs 


0c the Council during that long period, but likewiſe in more early 


times, as he had frequent opportunities of ſearching the re- 
+ cords, with beſpecr te any thing be choſe, and confequently 
* is fully able to inform his co-adjuter Mr Gordon: That the 


I preſent requiſition does not come with any additional force 


by reaſon of Meſſrs Robertſon and Gordon, their calling them- 
© ſelves the Repreſentatives of 4 Committee of Burgeſſes, aſſociated for 
9 the purpaſes of Reform ; they do not ſay, whether of matters civil 
or religious, or both. The Clerk, againſt whom the requiſition 
is made, does not know who either the Reformers, or their Com- 
© mittee are, or even whether the affociation conſiſts of more 
© than Mefirs Robertſon and Gordon, who, at any rate, are ra- 
ther premature in making their demand, before they have ob- 
© tained a title to controul either the Council or the Clerk. That 
© aſſociations, however ſpecious, in fo far as their avowed pur- 
©'poſes go, ate often made for very illegal and improper ones, as 
are probably the objects of the preſent, which now, after it is 
alleged to be Ren: appears to be to ſeek for evils to correct, 
© whereas, the Members — to have been previouſly convinced, 
that malverfations had be 


of being continued. That with reſpect to the order of the 


© Houſe of Commons, alluded to by Meſfrs Robertſon and Gor- 
don, the Clerk anſwered, That they might have ſaved themſelves 
the trouble and expence of ſerving it upon him. He neither 
© ſaw nor know of any authority they had for making ſuch fer- 
vice. He confiders it as his duty to comply with the orders of 
the Honourable Houſe, without being prompted by any indivi- 
< duals. That if they interpoſed from anxiety, leaſt: he ſhould 
© endanger his intereſt, by forgetting or not attending to this 
part of his duty, he returns them his thanks for their kindneſs. 
© Further, with reſpect to the demand of free acceſs to the Bo- 


„ i Fee 1 og. + 1 | * . 
rough records, as from time to time they may be made up.“ 
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Ariſwered, 


committed, and were in the courſe 
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Anſwered, © That this, as being a matter of futurity, the Clerk 
cannot ſay what may be done; the Council have it in their 
power to eſtabliſh ſuch regulations on that head, as they ſhall - 
deem proper. LZa/tly, As to the aſſertion with which the requi- 
ſition is cloſed, That acceſs to the records had been refuſed 
to them in time paſt.” He avers, that this is the fin time the Re- 
* Forming Aſeciations ever made any demand of this fort upon him, or, fo 
* far as he knows, againſt any other. And, upon the whole matter, 
he declared that he did not conſider himſelf as at liberty to com- 
" ply with the aforelaid TR now made. "OA Dc. 


9 * year 1784, 1 were 1 by the Burgeſſes for in- 
' f tion of the Borough-records, which, though not inſtructed by 
the mode of proteſt, are aſcertained by evidence, which, it is * | 
prehended, will be equally effectual. 
A meeting of Burgeſſes, held on the 6th of September that y year, 
appointed a Committee to enquire into the expenditure of the 
Borough- revenue, and to apply for inſpection of the Town. books 
and records. The Committee, on the 7th of September, applied 
by letter to the then Provoſt, ſtating that they had been named 
by the Burgeſſes as a Committee to apply to the Magiſtrates and 
Council for a ſtate of the public revenue of the Borough, its yearly 
expenditure, with all books and papers which might ſerve as vouch- 
ers for the various articles of receipt and deburſement ; and re- 
queſted that the different articles ſpecified as above, might be in 
_ readineſs for inſpection, fifteen days previous to the Michaelmas 
. Head-court, 

The Provoſt returned an RE on the 7th of October, ſigni- 
fying his opinion, that the requiſition made was ſo reaſonable+ 
aud proper, that he would appoint a meeting of the Magiſtrates 
and Council, and lay the letter before them, and I have not 
« the ſmalleſt doubt, but they will chearfully comply. with your 
10 requeſt, and give directions that the books may be ready for 
« your inſpection, at leaſt fifteen days before the next Head- 
court, that you may have an opportunity of ſeeing in what 
manner the public money has been expended ; and, in caſe there 
has been any Improper applications, you can make your objec- 
tion | 
SS Council was. accordingly called by the Provoſt ; | but no inti- 

mation being ſent to the Committee, or to any of the Burgeſſes, 
that the, books were in readineſs for inſpeCtion, a letter was 

* 


wrote 


C | letter 


the me to Mr Reid, Town-clerk, ſtating their oa. 22. 1584 


10 REQUISITION rox, . 


letter to the Provoſt, and his e and that they underſtood : a 
Council had accordingly been held, when the inſpection demand- 
ed was agreed to; they therefore requeſted to be informed, if 
„the books and accounts are ready we inſpection, and if you. 
have received orders to grant us, or any other Burgeſs. demand 
ing the ſame, a free and deliberate inſpect ion of them. This we 
, © hope, you will communicate to us in writing, and, at the ſame. 
bi. time, ſend us an extract of the minute or act of Council, made 
4 n conſequence of the requiſition preſented by the Provoſt, ſign- 
ö | . * ed by ſeveral Burgeſſes. Should you think any fee due you for this. 
4 | » * Jaff piece of trouble, we will pay it.“ 
| The Town-clerk, next day, tranſmitted to the Burgeſſes an ex- 
tract of the minute of Council, made on the 6th of October, in 
conſequence of the above requiſition. The minute ſtates, that 
the ſame having been laid before the Council, “they were of o- 
** pinion, that they were not bound to ſhew or produce to the per- 5 
« ſons ſigning the foreſaid letter calling themſelves a Committee, 
the account of the public revenue and expenditure of the burgh; 
« but in order to give every ſatisfaction to the Heritors and Bur- 
&« geſſes at large, they agreed to allow the ſaid Heritors and Bur- 
< geſles within the {aid Borough, or a Committee appointed by a 
te majority of them, to inſpect the — accounts ee days r 
© to the next Head- court. 
The Town-clerk, by his letter accompanying this extract, nk 
fied, that if the Heritors or Burgeſſes at large choſe to convene 
E © themſelves within the Ceurt-houſe of the Borough, after public 
= - notice made, the public Revenue of the Borough would be laid 
before them, or a Committee appointed by a majority of them. 

The Burgeſſes, upon receiving this letter, preſented another re- 
quiſition, addreſſed to the Magiſtrates, co the ſame effect, and 
containing the grounds upon which they apprehended, that by 
the laws reſpecting Royal Boroughs, any number of actual Bur- 
geſſes, or any individual Burgeſs, were entitled of right to make 
this demand. This requiſition was ſigned by forty Burgeſſes of 
Guild, and delivered to the Provoſt, who returned for anſwer, 
that the Magiſtrates and Council continued of the fame en 
as formerly 
. In September 1785, a memorial, to che 005 purpoſe, Aoned by 
—_ 1 of forty Burgeſſes, was preſented to the Council, but 
with the ſame ſucceſs.  - 

The Town-council, by faying that they would allow 1 on 
of the accounts to a majority of the Burgeſſes at large, c@vened 
for that PRIOR. or to a Committee named by them, granted in 
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appearance;a conceſſionj; purdofiieridg in reality, an inſult; for it 
is abſurd to ſuppoſe, that the whole Burgeſſes of a Town are to 
convene together on every occaſion, When an inſpection of the 
public accounts or Town- records is expedient, i in order to demand 
the ſame, or make the inſpection. In this manner the Town- 
councils not only deprive the Burgeſſes of their rights, bur, f in 
the very act of doing ſo, treat them with contempft. | 

The report” of almoſt all the Boroughs bears, thas an e 
tion of books and een had been demanded $8 the Bungee; 
aud refuſed. HOLOU 10-1136 107 Be 5 19k 
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The Gs head of the General Inſtructions is #0 iunſtrate the 5 
el ariſing from the ſelf. electing power of the Councils, by ſta- 
ting the duration of power, and deſcription of the individuals who 

have been in the reſpective Tobn-councils for a number of years 
back. On this ſubject, the Kalle wing era lon e of 
notice. 1 | 
e DUN FER MIL INE. 


By the ſet of this Borough, two Counſellors go out every year; General Inſtrue- 
and two new ones muſt be choſen to ſupply their place: The: 95% Head I. 


common mode of doing this, is to bring in this year the two Who 

went out laſt year, and ſo keep the whole among a certain num- 

ber. As to individuals Who have been long in power, the follow- | 
ing inſtances are FIvean:: 

1, © John Wilſon, ſenior, who died in 1778, was in the Gl 
© when he died, and had kept, bimſelf in for near 50 years, the 
greater part of which time he had the addrefs to manage the 

| © whole Council in every political conteſt. 

24, David Turnbull has been above 40 years in Council; fa: | 
© fince the year 1760, has e been f in the character of Pro- 
© yoſt, or old Provoſt. | | | 
34, „John Wilſon, junior, "who died in 1777, bad been in the 
© Council for the greateſt part of 30 Years, and held the office of 

5 Provoſt from 1764 to 1774. an s 
4b, William Stobie, for upwards' of zo years, has bern What | 

© is called in that Borough an accommodating Counſellor, by being 

brought in and put out to ſerve a party, lomerimes one, fone. | 
times two years in Council, and one out. 

5th, John Wilſon youngeſt, ſon to jn Wilſon fenior, has 

been a ove 30 years in Council, within the 0 of 3 on not. 


e above three years out in all chat time. 
x BE bn, Adam | 
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6b, Adam Moriſon, who died about the year 1784, had been 
about 2 5 years in the Council preceding 1776, without ever 
being above one ar out. 
© Theſe, with a few ſubaltern adherents, and family connections, 
* were the junto who ruled and governed the Town, both in its 
internal police and political connections, for near fifty years 
© paſt, none being admitted but ſuch as had promiſed, or were 
« judged proper ſubjects to ſupport the party ; and when any one 
brought in proved fractious under the leading ſtrings, or at- 
tempted what he judged for the intereſt or honour of the Bo- 
rough, in oppoſition to the ruling powers, t the firſt TTY 
© was taken to diſmiſs him. 
In ſo far as reſpects the duration of power of the above men- 
tioned individuals, no other evidence can poſſibly be needed than 
that of the r and to them the en appeal. 


CUPAR. IN FI FE E. 


"Many of ths Counſellors are non · reſident; fome of thew re- 


ſiding in Edinburgh and Kinroſs. 
The Provoſts for the ſpace of 50 years: back have been fix in 


number. 


„ 1 
3 


15 n Leſlie, 
9 George r „ 
8 John Baxter of Leckybank, 5 
John Thomſon Merchant. 
James Carſtairs, writer, now Town-clerk, 
Robert Stark, writer 
s 1 of theſe Gentlemen were veſted with the office about 
5 twenty; others about ten or twelve years, and others a ſhorter 
< period.” 
Merchant Counſellors continue e generally lang in afice.. | 8 
To eſtabliſh theſe facts, the Council- records are ſufficient. _ 
© We unite with our brethren, friends of Reform, in thinking 
that the ſelf. election which pervades the Royal Boroughs, and the 
pernicious. influence which we abſerve in our own, is the ſource 
of the abuſes in Borough Government. Ir is contrary to common 8 
ſenſe, contrary to the innate ideas we have of that order, and 
theſe rules which are eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute a well re- of 
ulated ſociety. This is the root which ought to be extirpated, 
the Hydra whoſe head muſt be ſtruck off; without this, the evils 
loudly complained of cannot be remedied, nor tlie tended Re- 
form, or its ſalutary effects ever take place, or be obtained. : 
To reaſon from analogy. —Are not the Peers of Scotland, the | 


Members of the Parliament, theſe _ the counties and Royal Bo- 
| roughs 


V 
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roughs, elected by their reſpective conſtituents, and is not their 
delegates power limited to a certain period? Sure it is ſo, and the 
 ſeafan returns, when, if their conſtituents find they are defecti ve 
in their abilities, or have been wanting in their integrity or at- 
tention to their intereſt; they then have it in their power to cltuſe 
others more SY of their confidence, and the truſt N in 
them i 9 

It is this which gives a healing plaſtic virtue to our ConRtituticn. 
But ſhould our repreſentatives in Parliament, like the Members 

of Town- council, continue for life, or like them, have it in their 

power to nominate or elect their ſucceſſors in office, and to do ſo 
* wholly independent of their conſtituents, we might, in ſuch a 
* caſe; bid adieu and farewell to our happy conſtitution. En vied 
* by the neighbouring nariond;—ploried' in and boaſted of by our- 


, ſelves.” | 


* 
8 * * * 0 


B R E G H I N. 


The abuſes are groſs, and ſuch; as no addreſs, can palliate « or 
conceal ; ſo they require no art to make their enormity ap- 
* pear; our grievances force themſelves into notice as the obyi- 
© ous effects of a. ſyſtem; which, calls, loudly for Reform, as being 
not leſs abſurd in itſelf than injurious to the Community... 
The ſelf. election of Magiſtrates exiſts here in its. fulleſt! ex- 
* tent, attended with all its train of odious and inſulting. circum- 
: ſtances. At an account of the duration of the power of this 
© Town-council, every honeſt and impartial, mind will feel an in- 
1 * dignation, which can be equalled only by that which a deſcrip- 
tion of thoſe men in whom that. power is inveſted, will excite. 
The reſpectable character of ſome individuals farves rather to- 
* aggravate than leſſen the ſenſe which the Burgeſſes feel of the 
* injuries done them. It holds, in a ſtriking point of view; the- 
© contraſt in the abilities and conſideration of theſe men to whom 
power ſhould be given, to the weakneſs and dependence. of 
© thoſe in whom it has been placed. 
Of this duration of power we beg leave to give ſome: FI in- 
© ſtances, in which we ſhall. be obliged to ſay ane hing a the 
character and ſituation of thoſe who haye held it. ene 
About the year 1747, Johe Molliſon was elected Provoſt 'of 
l Brechin, and his ſon. John, the preſent Provoſt, then a minor, 
© a Counſellor, Fm Molliſon nir continued Provoſt till the 
8 * year 1766, or thereby, when he. was ſucceeded by his ſon, who- 
was then elected, has ever fince continued, and Mill is Provoſt. 
While John the father was Provoſt, John the ſon filled different 
g offices. He was Bailie and 1 2 of Guild. David, another ſon, 
* was. 


c 
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* was alſo in Council when his father, and afterwards when his 
brother was Provoſt; and, like his brother, had filled different 
© offices, He had been Dean of Guild, and was a Bailie at his 


« death. The preſent. Provoſt carries on no trade in the town. 


Alexander Low, brother-in-law to the eldeſt Provoſt Molli- 


* ſon, was elected a Counſellor, and continued in the Council 


© thirty years; and, for a great part of that time, was Dean of 


* Guild, and was ſo at his death, though ſuperannuated, living 


with a ſon-in-law, carry ing on no trade in the Borough. + 
Alexander Durie, a houſe-carpenter, has been a Member of 


Council for thirty-ſix years, or rede, and bas been Dean of 


Guild ever ſince Low's death. 
* Durie's ſon, while working with hin father as a journeyman 


| or ſervant, was elected a Counſellor, in 1777, and ſtill continues 
in Council. | 


< Edward Leſlie many; years in Council, and a e at his 
death. 


His nephew, Lachlan Leſlie, then-his jouradyman; elected a 


Counſellor, and has continued fo for twenty- eight years, with 


the interruption of one year only. 


William Cay, a baker, has been in the Council for twenty 


years, or nearly ſo; and, for many years, maſter of an hoſpital. 


<© David Guthrie, who married Cay's daughter, was ſoon after 


< his marriage elected a Counſellor, and ſtill continues in Council. 


John Clark bailie, George Reid and David Shirras, have been. 
in Council for upwards of thirty years, and ſtill continue there. 
They too are connected in blood; Reid is brother-in-law to 
Shirras, and Shirras is brother- in-law to Clark. 
* David Allardice, a farmer in the country, and carrying o on 
no buſineſs in town, was elected into the Council during the life 
of his father, and has continued in Council for many years, 


though contrary to the ſet of the Borough. 
In a word, the office of Counſellor in this Borough may, 


without any ſtretch of language, be called an office for life, and 


the power of the Council itſelf perpetual, incapable of being 
attacked or deſtroyed by any force, except. that which nothing 


human can reſiſt, a diviſion againſt itfelf. 


| All theſe facts will appear from the Council records. 


DUMB AR T ON. 


TER Ga ſtriking deſcription of the individuals who. have. 


* compoſed the Town-council of this Borough for theſe forty years 
"B's is a rigid. adherence: to me mandates of the family. of Ar- 


' gyle, 


s E L FE LEE Is 


gyle, whoſe agent at this hour directs every circumftince rela- 
tive to the annual elections within burgh. In. obedience to 
© theſe mandates, Counſellors have been elected from every cor- 
ner of the country; and it has not been uncommon for ſome of 
* them never to enter the Borough, but when an order came for 
their attendance once a- year, to fill up their number for the 
* year enſuing. Proofs of this are innumerable, and the records 
of Council will aſcertain them. 

The Council conſiſts of fifteen, and the duration of ſome of 

the members has been as under;' but the report has not men- 
tioned the names of the gentlemen alluded to. 


1. The preſent Provoſt, Counſellor, and Magiſtrate, W forty 
r 

2. One of the Bailies, Counſellor and Magiſtrate, about ſixteen 
* years. hs 

3. The other about eight years. 

4. The Dean of Guild upwards of thirty years. 

5. The Treaſurer about ſeven years. 

6. & 7. Two of the Counſellors, each thirty Fours... 

8. Another A twelve years. | 


OI 


W @® «a a „ 


COR I Lode 


1 Counſellors who go out of Council one year, are uniform- 
ly brought in the next year, and by fo doing, the rotation of 
Merchant-counſellors is confined to fix. perſons. The report from 
this Borough is not particular; but from what is ſtated in gene- 
ral, there can be no doubt, that, upon inſpecting the records, it 
muſt appear, that the continuance of individuals in office muſt 


have been for very long periods. 


NVE R K E IT HIN O. 


Major Sir James Campbell, Provoſt for fix years ; reſides in 

© the county of Argyle. . 

Robert Walker, 1ſt Bailie, 1 3 years. 

© John Rankine, 2d Bailie, 8 years. | 

William Cume, Dean of Guild, 20 years. 

John Killoch, Treaſurer, 20 years. 
John Cunninghame, Eſq; n 30 years carries on no 

trade in the Borough. | 

William Stewart, Counſellor, 15 years; 3 carries on no trade. 

Robert Duncan, Counſellor, 13 W is pariſh” ſchoolmaſter, 


and has a ſalary from the town. 5 
ä William 


— 


— 
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© William Walker, 1 3 years, Counſellor and Town-clerk. 

* Thomas Clarkſon, Counſellor, 13 years. 

John Gibſon, Counſellor, 13 years. 

* John Kirkaldy, Counſellor, 15 years, Tide-waiter ; ; reſides at 


Limekilus. 
Henry Moriſon, Counſellor, 1 3 years, Cuſtomhouſe-boatman; 8 


« reſides at North Queensferry. 


© William Turnbull x year. 
William Walker 1 year. | 
* Alexander Lawſon, Deacon of Hammermen. 
William Little, Deacon of Weavers. 
© Robert Barr, Deacon of Bakers. 
Charles Brown, Deacon of Shoemakers. 
James Barclay, Deacon of Taylors. 
© 'Theſe laſt five elected annually by their reſpeAive, Trades, 
2 and have all — the 9 for . 8 


„ * * * O A 1 K. 


Some of the 8 Members of Council have bane in office 
for upwards of thirty years, Within theſe two or three years. 


| ſeveral of theſe Counſellors capa been Re. 


hd 
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In a pened of twenty years raft! few. enen have Auen 
place, except on occaſion. cf death. The report from the Bo- 
rough is not more particular; but, from the general ſtate, there 
can be no doubt, that an inſpection of the records would ſhow, 
that the duration of power of individuals has been confiderable. 

* In 1775, the following Members of Council were non. reſi- 
r 

Sir John „ e bet. 

Mr Philip Anſtruther. 

Mr Fall of Dunbar. | 

Mr Gavin Hog, factor to Sir 3 

john Ramſay, tideſman in St Andrew's. 

James Thomfon, King's boatman in North Berwick. 

James Wilſon, Guager in Kennoway. 

From that period to 1784, ſeveral proteſts THE been taken 
on this ſubject by the Burgeſſes, and at preſent ſome, both of 

the Magiſtrates and Counſellors, are only honorary Burgeſſes. 


ROTH- 


SELF-ELECTION „ 
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Wi Tur dee of Selfelection has been practiſed: in Rotliſlly 
longer than any perſon can remember. From ſeventy to an 
hundred years: ago; the Magiſtrates- reſided in the Borough; but 
for the moſt part were in the ſervice of the family of Bute} and 
on all occaſions ſubſervient to their orders. At one time, one 
man held the office of Sheriffdepute and Provoſt, —the Earl of 
© Bute at that time heritable Sheriff. The Bailies and Counſel- 
lors were choſen as moſt, agreeable to the Rarl and the Provoſt. 
From the year! 1746; the Earl's factors; refſding at OE; 
have ever been-Provoſts, one only: exdeptedl; and! during tha 

_ ©: factor's: refidence in Bute, the preceding” factor was: continent 
Provoſt; and lived in Greenock, where he held the office: of 
* Tide-furveyor; and never viſited the Borough but to ſerve: par- 
ticular purpoſes, ſuch as carrying an election of Counſollors 
againſt the real inhabitants, and forging. a; number of Cu- 
ſtom-houſe Officers into: the Couneil, who had not the ſmalleſt 
connection with the Borough, Maſt af theſe e e 
ſeven years, and by dint of power, and. overawing the: | 
were continued Proyoſts:, ER  Bailies have continued in of de 
for 18 years ſucceſlively;, From 174 to 1853, the.Council.yas 
made up of poor people, and moſtly very ignorant, and ſo much 
? ſo, as We, n en hat they were led . 
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"x Mane: of tlie Members of Tod ebuneil“ Rite 5 Mem- 
bers of it 20, 30, 40, and ſoms 50 years, and by means f the 
preſent Self- election, the ruling Wers can always Have a ma· 
* Jority, and e We ie e election, bn kita to 
generation.“ | bn 


A v H A * | | 


75 „ is. the primary cauſe of all aur, | eels 
8 and from. ig all our, e RM as. rioultts from their. 
=” Fr fountain ; | 
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John and Thomas Johnſtons, 1 bis erz 


Murray O gilyy. . 


— 
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fountain; and we are - opinion, there are few Boroughs have 
more reaſon to complain in this reſpect than Sanquhar. 

The preſent Provoſt, and moſt of the other Adminiſtrators, 
have continued in office theſe ſixteen years ſucceſſively, turning 
out only four of the Council yearly, as tools to anſwer their 
purpoſes. A former j —_— continued in nen longer un, care 
q be remembered. „ zo aon, al 51% Je Row: at 4 


Fe From abom thin year 3 to eee che Sond was entire- 
1y under the management of Bryce Blair of Potterflatts, and his 
couſin John Johnſton of Gutterbraes, both deceaſed, who alter- 
nately, for two years, were Provoſts of the Borough, and the 
Council was oompoſed almoſt entirely of their relations. This 
duumvirate blew up upon Mr Blair's death in TRA 1799, at 
which time the Council og A £ - out e FLOG TE 

John Johnſton, Provoſt, 1506 TREE +1 : T Sits e, 
John Anderſon, his Hadi, Bailie. F 

Gn "Robert r his couſin, Ballie. . 5 e 


8 
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John and Thomas Johnſtons, ſons to the Provoſt. 
Andrew and George Anderſon, his nephews. „ 
William Anderſon, his brother-in-law. © 

* Thus, in his own family, Provoſt Johnſton had a majority of 
the Council. 
The Council. however, were then more reſp cable than they 
are now, though the ſame family till hold the 555 
The majority of the preſent Council, inimical 16 reform, are: 
Andrew Johnſton merchant, who has the abſolute direction of 


© the Borough. 


R (6 
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* John Lawſon, day-labourer to Andrew Johnſton. 


„William or, his, ſmith. 


” IE 1 
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A Robert Patil ad Roben wait. his Betrinz-Allierg. W 
George Pool ſhopkeeper, his couſin, and John Swine, preſent 


: Provoſt, 
g Theſe 


F 
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yp ' Theſe alone take an active part againſt Reform; and are not a 


majority. Robert Taviſh ſubſcribed the aſſociation- paper, and 
the ſubleription- paper, but retracted upon being made a Counſel- 
lor; as alſo did John Hair, who, at Michaelmas laſt, was turned 
out of Council, and fince wanted to pay his ſubſcription, and join 


nection whateyer with him.“ 


2 
* 
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The 8 is 18 in number, of 1 only fire refideci in the 
Borough; ſome of the others in Dumfries, London, France, and the 
reſt in the country; and none r theſe non-reſidenters pay * or 


preſs, or ever did. 


/ 


BANE 


She > the year 1748, fays the framer of this report, 1 came to re- 
« fide in the Borough of Banff, and entered into buſineſs in the 
: mercantile line. About a twelvemonth thereafter, J was taken 
into the Town-council, and re- elected 13 times, almoſt ſucceſſive- 

: IV. and filled the offices of Bailie, Treaſurer and Dean of Guild. 
© The Town- council conſiſts of 17 members. Fifteen of theſe 


© are elected from among the Guild-brethren, and two from 
among the ſix incorporated trades. On the day preceding that 
« of the election of the Town-council, the trades chuf 


e one 


of their fix Deacons to be their Convener, and he is a Counſel- 


22 3 
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lor ex icio. The Town- council elect the other Trades-counſel- 
lor from among the five remaining Deacons. The election of 


the Deacons takes place previous to that of the Town- council, 

but not till permiſſion is granted by the Magiſtrates. This is a 
circumſtance which greatly tends to throw the power of electi- 
on, even of the Convener, into the hands of the junto, as it en- 


G&; 


according as they find it to anſwer their views. Of the fifteen. 
Guild-brethren Counſellors, ſeven go off yearly, and feven others 
are choſen in their room. The other eight, commanly' called in. 
the Borough the auld eight, remain continually in the Council, 
and are either near' relatiobs, or entire dependents of the ruler. 

From the year 1748, to the year 1783, the Borough Was go- 
verned by two 1 The firſt had been in power ſeveral 


— 


1 


again the Burgeſſes for Reform; who e to W 1 con- 


ables them to accelerate or retard the election of the Peacons, 
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— 


years before: +748, and. continued in wer. fifteen. years after, 
« 1 che death af. Alexander Innes, Eigz of, Raſieburn in 1762. 


This Magiſtracy can ſcarcely be called a junto,z far in was en- 
S tirely at th devotiam af Mr Innes. He had, about. fixteen,or 


1 


he 9 nalatiqus, creatures and. dependents, in and near the Bo- 


by mean af whom be; was. enabled to. perpetuate, him- 


« 105 in power. During twelve of K's years. that. 5 ruled the 
e 


Council, the auld eigbi conſiſted fo moſt part of 


9 Alexander Innes, Eſq; of Roſieburn, concerned in no ſort of 


trade or traffic, had} an; eſtate about fqur miles from the Bo- 
* rough. James Innes, brother to Alexander Toles, Eſq; con- 
©. cerned: in no manner af trade or traffic. 

Mir Joſs.off Colynard, a relation, of Mr. . Hacchhxn, 


coneernęd in no manner of: trade, had an eſtate abaut t 


mile from the Borough. 

Peter Duff, Eſq; of Whitehill, concerned in no trade, had an 
eſtate about a dozen of miles from the Borough. 

james Shand, Eſq; of Craig-gellie, had a hg ſhare in a 


1 1 had, an, eſtate about a dozen of miles from the Bo- 
rough, In, 784% this. gentleman was turned out of the Council. 


© At. that time he. ad. been. a Counſellor for upwards of half a 
* Century without interruption, and may, be ſaid, Like the Nen of 


4 


9 


£ Barough, Government. itelf, ts have food tht ref ages. ee f 
„ e e ee ee, Ars V dr buen of 


James Bartlet; merchant.” e paſt 
0 Patrick Caſſſe, merchant. 


At Was euſtomary w ith Mr Innes to elekt tas " Eoimeit 150 To 
< or three perſons diſaffected sf Government, who, he was ſure, 


* would not, take the gaths of f qualification, and Ty 
+. could not. vote againſt hit. 


Upon the death of. Mr d of Roſſeburn, the e 
ite- 


off the Borough fell into the hands of Peter B, Eſq; of 


9 hill, and Alexander Dirom, Elq 5 of Muireſk. During this admi- 
1 © witten Wy the following perſons: generally. compoſed the majo- 


rity, af the 1 Council. 


4 Pas Pg ba Dirom, EQ; of Muireſk, concerned in no manner 


-. of cradle, had an eſtate about. ten miles from the Borough. 
_ © Alexander;Ruſſel, Eſq; of. Montcoffer, concerned in no man- 


4 ner of trade, a,ncar Ji p64 of Mr Dion. F, had an eſtate about 
I Gxteen- wie rem the. en 


Thomas 
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* Thomas Ruſſel, Eſq; of Rathen, concerned in no manner of 
trade, except perhaps a trifling ſhare in the above mentioned 
cloth-ſhop, had an eſtate about ſixteen miles from the Borough, 
a relation of Mr Dirom's. 

William Gilbert, brother-in-law to Mr Diem, a merchant. 
Alexander Dirom, ſon to Mr Dirom, an officer in the army. 

* Peter Duff, Eſq; of Whitehill, colleague of Mr Dirom, had an 
© eſtate about-a dozen of miles from the Borough, concerned in 
no manner of trade. 


XR K ax 


John Innes, Eſq; of Edingight, a relation of Mr Duff s, con- 
* cerned in no manner of trade, had an eſtate about ten miles 


from the Borough 
* John INNES, ſon to John Innes of Edingight, an Meer in the 


" 5 
John Dorr, Eſq; of Hatton, concerned.i in no manner of trade, 


had an eſtate about ten miles from the Borough, /on-in-law to 


* Peter Duff. 
James Shand, Eſq; of nn mentioned above. 


* William Shand, ſon to James Shand, had a farm about a do- 


* zen of miles from the Borough. 

© William Alexander, poſtmaſter, 3 by Me Dirom, and 
© ſharing the emoluments with him. 

William Fyfe, a dependent of Mr Diron!s. Dirom, Duff, and 


Shand were Provoſts in rotation. This junto continued in power. 


& till che year 1783, when the Refa was ſet on foot. 


DUMFRIES. 


By act of Parliament 1487, chez 108, which ratifies 95 

Grand Act in 1469, it is expreſsly declared, That the election 
« is to be made of the 59% and worthieſt indeellers of the Town, 
and not by partiality or maſterſbip. And, by act 1535, Chap. 


26, it is expreſsly declared, That no perſon be elected Provoſt, 

Y Bailie, or Alderman, but they that are honeſt and ſubRantial' 

5 Burgeſſes, Merchants and Indellers of the Borough.“ 

© Now, in this Borough, there may be reckoned; merchants, 

. bookſellers, writers, ſurgeons, bakers, brewers, vintners, landed. 
+ gentlemen not in buſineſs, and perſons of other reſpectable de- 

6 © {criptions, conſtantly refiding in it, to the number of abour: 


ar 


© 200, beſides the Members of the ſeven incorporated Trades. 


Among this number, beſides a good many * heritors, 
F 


— 


* 
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and a number of ſmall heritors, there may always be found a 


ſufficient number of worthy, ſubſtantial, and reſpectable gentle- 
men, reſiding 1n, or in the near neighbourhood of, and materially 
connected with the Borough, for filling up the Town- council; 
but notwithſtanding of this being the caſe, ſo it is, that the 
befl, worthieft and moſt ſubfantial, and ſuch as conftantly refide in, 


or in the near neighbourhood of, and are materially connected 
<oith the Borough, and whoſe intereft it is to promote its proſ- 


perity, as wiſely enjoined by law, are not the perſons who com- 


- Poſe the bulk of the Town-council ; on the contrary, at vari- 


ous periods, they have been in part compoſed of perſons of 
obſcure flationt, and little knowledge, and others of them were 
ſuch whoſe circumſtances were glaringly the reverſe of ſubſlan- 
tiality ; in ſhort, alimentary penſioners, and downright bankrupts. 
Of the gentlemen preſently in Council, now that a reforma- 
tion is in agitation, the Burgefles have no room to ſay any 
thing on theſe heads. 1 e bh 
The reafon of ſuch a formation of the Town-council, as has 
been defcribed, is obvious: A certain great man, who has an 
eſtate of about L. 15000 a-year, in the neighbourhood, and 
wants the management of the Borough, gets his receiver-ge- 
neral, or the like, to have the lead in Council, and the other 
Counſelors muſt- be fuch as will eafily go into his meaſures. 
Thus, by a partial ſelf-eleftion, which is expreſsly forbidden by 


their favourite law, made for the good of the Boroughs in gene- 


ral, not only the cemmon good of the Borough comes to be 


ſolely under the management of a ſet of men, many of whom in 


effect excluded by law, but theſe very men have alſo, the almoſt 
uncontrolled power of bringing -what burdens they think pro- 
per upon the Borough at large, and laying tax after tax upon 
the individuals, whilft they neither make the community ac- 


quainted with the reaſons for ſuch contractions -or taxes, or 


render them any account of their produce and application; 
than which, nothing can be more abſurd; yet thoſe very men 
pretend to juſtify the law, and mean to oppoſe an alte- 
ration. | En, 
The Burgeſſes have faid, the bulk of the Counſellors have, at 
different periods, been. of a deſcription not correſponding with 
the law as to ſubſtantiality and reſpectability. This is not all. 
They likewiſe fay, that at this very time, and at. many former 
periods, people have been taken into the Council, who neither 
reſide in the Borough or its neighbourhood, or even in the ſame 
| | * county, 
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. county, and who have neither any real property, or are any- 
way connected with it, ſome of whom, but the Burgeſſes, do 
not allude to the preſent Counitry=counſellors, were as wide of 
ſubſtantiality as any of the refiding Counſellors above alluded 
to; and yet the community muſt be obliged to ſubmit to be 
governed by theſe ftrangers, ſometimes bankrupts, and not 
have a voice in almoſt any thing relating to the Borough, though 
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taken from them. | 
If ſuch muſt remain the law, away with Britiſh freedom 
How the reſpectable independent Burgeſſes have ſo long re- 
mained ſilent, can ſcarcely be accounted for; but now, that 
their-eyes are opened, they cannot, in juſtice to themſelves and 
their poſterity, ſtop ſhort, till they make every conſtitutional 
effort to get the law put on ſome rational footing, or, at leaſt, 
that ſomething may be deviſed for preventing the abſurd, par- 
tial, and arbitrary ſyſtem of Borough-government being longer 
practiſed ; but they do not foreſee any thing can be effeQually 
deviſed, without an alteration of the preſent law, authoriſing 
© ſelf-eleQion... \ | | | 
© The Burgeſſes are not unobſervant of the oſtenſible reaſons 


for making the law in queſtion, vis. Great contention at 


« chuſing the Counſellors, through the multitude and clamour of 
«© common ſimple perſons.” | | ] 


* They are very ſenſible, that clamour and contention ought, 


upon all occaſions, to be avoided and prevented, and they will 


pular Elections ; but, in their humble opinion, it is better to 
have the freedom of ſuch Elections, even although ſome ſlight 
- contentions may by times happen, when improper perſons are 
brought forward, than ſtand longer upon the preſent abſurd 


tion, under the preſent law, will be attended with worſe conſe- 
_ quences than any thing that can be foreſeen to happen under 
a new law, authoriſing a Popular Election under certain limi- 
tations. | | | 

In this Borough, the Election of the Deacons of the ſeven 
incorporated Trades are popular ; and though the numbers of 
the Members, compoſing theſe Corporations, is at preſent not 
much ſhort of theſe meant to have a voice in the election of 
Merchant Counſellors, under the propoſed new law, yet no 
contention, deſerving notice, hath, at any period, happened; and 
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their whole property and proceeds of their induſtry ſhould be 
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= 6 
"oy" 4 * 2 * RILEY 22 Ye * A OT *” 
_ "04.9% adn, 2 YES AD re US EOS» > AAR eee 


not diſpute, that contentions may, and ſometimes do, ariſe at Po- 


ſlaviſh footing. A ſingle attempt to overturn a prevailing fac- 


. 
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if ſuch is the diſpoſition of the lower claſs of the inhabitants, 
© whoſe paſſions are ſuppoſed leſs under the influence of reaſon, 
there is little danger now, in theſe times of civilization, to be 
* apprehended amongſt people of rank, ſuperior both as to for- 
tune and refinement of manners. | | 


LAM AK 


The Committee of this Borough 'report, © That from Self- 
election every conceivable enormity ariſes, Mr Bannatyne, the pre- 
ſent Provoſt, by that engine, was brought forward on his fa- 
ther's declining years. This gentleman, though yet young, has 
been continued Proyoſt for ten or twelve years; his father 
elected himſelf, and continued in power, and at the head of ad- 
miniſtration, for thirty-iue years, and his grandfather in the 
ſame ſituation for no leſs a period. This family has reigned 
ſo long without account or controul, that they now conſider it 


as their birth-right.” 


%%% i 
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The Committee of this Borough report, That the Magi- 
© ſtrates and Town- council of Ayr are Self. elected, is evident; 
* for when any particular junto gets into office, they, with the 
* aſſiſtance of their friends, can keep themſelves in office as long 
as they pleaſe, and prevent any other of the Burgeſſes, how- 
* ever reſpectable and qualified, to fill the higheſt offices, from 
* having the ſmalleſt voice in any matter reſpecting the Borough. 
© By the different acts of Parliament, anent the ſets or conſtitu- 
tions of the different Boroughs in Scotland, it is enacted, ' That 
the electing of Magiſtrates and Counſellors in Boroughs, be 
© without partiality or maſterſhip, and that none can be capable 
of the Magiſtracy, or any other office within Borough, except 
© merchants, and actual traffickers within the ſaid Borough, al- 
© lenarly. The Magiſtrates and Council of Ayr, for theſe many 
* years paſt, have paid no regard to theſe acts, but have even 
gone ſo far as to elect into their number certain perſons, of- 
* ficers in the cuſtoms and exciſe, maſters of ſhips, and private 
* gentlemen, who are by law unqualified for the ſame, and have 


* thereby prevented theſe who, were intereſted in the mm 
8 8 | 


* N N 
— 3 ͥ W cö——— mꝶmꝶmꝶm - -üüͤͤ1„üͤ1ͤ„uꝛ — 


SELF-ELECTION. 23 


ot the Borough, and properly qualified, by the preſent ſet or 


conſtitution, from having a voice or ſeat i in the W This 
is one great grievance, and ought to be remov — 75 


W L507 E H O R N. 
As to the government of this Borough, it has been under the 


direction of the Galloway family for upwards of 40 years, till 


* the year 1780, when, by deaths and other cauſes, there was a 
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John Hathorn e Eſa;.. 


breach made in that family's firmeſt friends. A party of the 
reſiding Counſellors being ill pleaſed with the condu@ of Lord 
Galloway to themſelves, and to. the inhabitants of the Town in 


general, embraced the opportunity, and formed an independent 
party, who governed the Borough till the year 1784, when 


Lord Galloway and his friends, by corrupting ſome, and carry- 


iug away others of the Council, immediately before the Mi- 
chaelmas Election, . ſome by force, and ſome by wiles, turn- 


ed out all who ſtood firm for independence, and formed a Coun- 


cil of their friends and dependants, as follows : | | 


Hugh Stewart, Eſq; of Tonderghie, Provoſt, a country gentleman. 
Robert Hathorn, 
Anthony ab Ny 


We  COUNSELLORS.. 


Fails Oi in the town. | 


Th eke 210 VVV 


The Honourable Keith Stewart of 


. * Glaſſerton, _ ues 47 HERES . 33 5 
| Robert ee of, 5 wet T4 


* gill, Eſꝗ; Es M4354 


$43 241 


Alexander Maccredie, e 
in Garlieſton, # e „ 
1 Vans Agnew of Shuchan. ] V 
8 „ £4 S; * 
John Buſhby writer. in 3 e tobe 
John Neiſh ſeryant to ain e | St the Be | 
James Neiſh, factor to ditto, - __ 
Anthony Maclurg, Harmer at Ae, 
Anthony Broadfoot, 
James Macmillan, ; 


All reſiding heritors, but: 


Alexander Maccomb, | i -> tenants on dependants of 
John raub, _ the Earl bs Gallo oway. 
Aan Hannah, 


- 
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The following liſt of Magiſtrates, choſen at Michäelmas 1788, will 
ſhow how great a proportion of them are Non-reſident, and 
that they are very nearly the ſame perſons who were Magi- 
ſtrates four years before. | 


1. Lord Galloway, W non 8 : 
2. Alexander Maccredie, eldeſt Bailie, reſident. 

3. Anthony Broadfoot, youngeſt, ditto, ditto. 

4. William Hannah, Treaſurer, ditto. © 

F. Alexander Maccomb, Counſellor, ditto. 

G. Anthopy Donnan, ditto, ditto. 40 

7. James Macmillan, ditto, ditto. 1 

8. Keith Stewart, Eſq; of Glaſſerton, een 

9. Robert Vans Hathorn, of Barnbarrow, in France. | 
10. Sir James Graham of Netherby in Cumberland, gk ſdent. 
11. Lord Gairlies of the navy, non-refia dent. | 

12. John Buſhby, Dumfries, ditto. 

13. Thomas Buſhby, Glaſſerton, ditto. . 5 

14. James Neiſh, factor to Lord Galloway, ditto. DFO or SH: ef 
15. John Neifh, ſervant to ditto, ditto. a pen #2 / 
16, Anthony Maclurg, landwaiter at Iſle, 1 e 
17. Robert Hathorn Steuart of Phyſgill, ditto. W 
18. Hugh Stewart of Tonderghie, ditto. | 

© Only rhe two Bailies, Teaficr, and three Counſellors, are re- 
ſident. Lord Galloway, Provoſt, has an old houſe in town, and 
not another man in Council has property in the PRONE Dy; or * 
any dues, or is reſident, except five.“ c | 

W165 I: Odin. 

* The Set of this Borough is — follows: The Cane conſiſts 
of one Provoſt, two Bailies, fifteen Counſellors, and'a Clerk, the 
Treaſurer being always one of the ſaid Counſellors ; and that 
the ſaid Magiſtrates do not continue in their office of Magiſtracy 
more than two years together; and that at every annual election, 
they put off three of their old Council, and bring on three new 
ones in their ſtead, that the whole inhabitants may be better ac- 
quainted with, and underſtand the Borough's affairs; and in caſe 
of any of che ſaid Magiſtrates or Council ſhould die, their place 1s 
vacant till Michaelmas thereafter, which is the ordinary time of- 


their election. 
lu fact, the greateſt part of the above ſer, has been violated 
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for many years paſt. The Provoſt has been ! in office for three 


« years together, and reſides at ſame time, at a conſiderable diſtance, 
and fometimes abroad; the two Bailies, Revenue-officers, and have 
© been often obliged to leave the Town at one time, and in office 


three years +: romp As to the Counſellors, inſtead of Porting 
3 | | "0 
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© off three, they only put off one, and very ſeldom put on an inha- 
« bitant, but a non: refidenter; ſo that thę Council is compoſed of 
A Nobleman and his ſervants, with country Gentlemen and Reve- 
£ nue-officers, with a few dependent inhabitants, not exceeding 
above one third of their number, the reſt ri at” London, 
Edinburgh, Dumfries, Newfoundland, and the chief Magiftrate 
© is with the Navy in the Mes Indies.” Some of them have been 
elected and re- eiected, without being qualified to the Borough; 
« and, inſtead of letting the inhabitants know the affairs of the Bo- 
* rough, they endeavour to do every thing in a. private manner. 
« Hence ſee the diſmal effects of the Borough being governed by 
6 ſtrangers and aliens, having wantonly thrown away the largeſt 
quantity of the Borough-land, which, at this day, pays annually 
« L. 400 Sterling, out of which they only receive L. 16 Sterling of 
« feu-duty, from a leading Nobleman of their number. Alſo, about 
« thirty years ago, the cuſtoms and danery were ſet yearly from 
L. 40 to L. 50 Sterling, and only gives from ; 4 to L. Sterling, 
« for theſe many years paſt, by reaſon of the leading men of the 
< Council being - graziers and drovers, who are as anxious to evade 
the ordinary cuſtom, as the moſt rrifling dealer, who had never 
been ſworn to maintain the rights of the Borough. | 
It is cuſtomary that the Council meet eight days before 4 
0 29th September, and appoint the ordinary day for their election. 
« This they accordingly did in the year 1781; but to ſerve a poli- 
« tical ſcheme of a leading Nobleman of their number, the two Bai- 
lies and Clerk did eraze ſaid minute, and appointed another day, 
« when Andrew Cowand and Peter Macguffock, proteſted agafhſt 
« ſaid election, and carried it before the Court of Seſſion, where it 
© 2vas found the Tnhabitants were: not legal complainers'; wh TyE colt the 
Proteſters, and thoſe that adhered to them, above L. 100 Sterling. 
And ever ſince, the junto have laid tbein band very hedvy upon the In. 
« habitants, with every public zurtlen that they had in their power ; ach 
© as the keeping of ſoldiers in their houſes, and have overlooked thoſe wwho 
© did not 147 0 beif 1 e in tots 5 of wy 
< Borough. 
* Aeris to Gaſton! the Council mer beigde eb before the 
c acti September 1585; and'7 as the Provoſt and a reſpectable Coun- 
ſellor was deceaſed, the reſiding part of the Council in the Bo- 
rough, reſdlved to chuſe two Ceunfellors in town, and at the ſame 
« time to confer the honour of Provoſt on one of their reſiding 
Counſellors; but as ſoon as that leading Nobleman came to town, 
. -« on the day of election, he cauſed himſelf to be elected Provoſt, 
and named a Mr Buſhby in Dumfries, and Mr James Neiſh, his 
5 factor at ene ee the new Counſellors, and the refiden- 
ters 
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ters of the preſent junto themſelves, prievouſly « as s they: 'oppreſs 


Lo 4 ho Inhabitants, er obliged to ſubmit.” SHO 357. 0 


The Magiſtrates and Counſellors clefted fo this Borough At 
laſt Michaelmas, nes ent e F 
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1705 Pr. © The ee Keith Fo tg Proveſt. 
2. The Earl of Calloway, who, reſides moſily j in 


2 


e , nova Teck 
Hells Robert Vans Agne, W in the 0 of 
; {5 nee, 112 a9 | 


A * John Buſhby, Shadficlerk: of Dumfries. 1 

5. Thomas Buſhby, Store-keeper to Leith Stewart 

. 255 at Glaſſerton. 

r John Neiſh, Stone-keeper to the Earl of Gal- | 
* loway at Garliſton, 6 of 


Lk 


£ ' Counſellors. 4 7. James Neiſh, Factor to the Earl of b Galloway 


A © ar Garliſton. TP n 
. Peter Johnſton, of Garnſalloch, in the Stew- 
..-...* artry, of Galloway, .M. Pai rh 
ge: Lord Garlies, a Lieutenant in the Navy, i in the 
Mediterranean. And, 
of 10. « Sir James Grahame of Netherly Son-in-law 
105: # - F6Q t the, Earl, | in n eee r 
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7 Tus Lown-council of this 3 is compaſed! of t twenty-one 
Members, whereof they only change five annually, and thele are 


brought in the ſucceeding; year, if their conduct on former occa- 
ſions, merited the approbation of the party in power; and, if that 
is not the caſe, any perſon acting contrary to the ideas of the 


leading Magiſtrate. and his party, i, turned off the Council ne- 
ver more to be on the li J. And thus it happens, that the Magi- 


ſtrates of Inverneſs continue to elect their ſucceſſors, and muſt 
do ſo for erer, if an alteration of the br ew: is not ob- 
tained. - | 
The manner of W the, Town-council, is moſt abſurd and 
ridiculous. On the Saturday previous to the election, the Provoſt, 
four Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer, meet and determine 


+ unanimouſly, for the perſons | to be brought on, and to be turned 
off the Council. The ſame perſons meet on the Monday there- 


after, when they agree in the mg manner, as to the perſons to 
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be choſen Magiſtrates the next day. The Dean of Guild is elected 

* by the Town-council, and he names his own Council, conſiſting 
of ſix Members, who are always previouſly approven of by the 
Towu- council, though there is no authority for this practice by 
the ſet of the Borough; and, by theſe means, the Members of 
the Guildry Corporation, have no vote in the appointment of the 
perſons who diſpoſe of their funds at pleaſure; nor are they ever 
called upon, but to pay their quarter-dues. In this ſtate, be 
. Magiftracy. of this place is an hereditary matter, tranſmitted by one 
man, in favour of his nearęſt connection, or adopted friend. . 


177 MA ME 


Tux Borough of Perth is governed by a Town-council, con- 
ſiſting of fourteen Guildrymen or Merchants, and twelve Craftſ- 
men, ſeven of the latter are Deacons ; and after being elected by 
the Trades whom they repreſent, take their ſeats in Council, with- 
out leet or controul. The other five of the twelve Craftſmen, are 
called Trades Counſellors, and are choſen from leets ſent up to 

the Council. The. fourteen Guild or Merchant Counſellors, are | 
« ſelf-elefted, as appears by the ſet of the Borough; each puts a Guild- 3 
ryman of his own naming, in leet with himſelf, and the Council . 
elect one of the two. That being the caſe, it is no difficult mat- 
ter to ſay who will be elected. The Counſellor has it in his power, 
even in the caſe of a party-work or diſlike, to inſure his re-elec- 
tion. He names, perhaps, a ſtreet-raker, or ſome low character, 
between whom and himſelf, there is no alternative. Or, if at any 
time, a man in a better ſtation is put on the leet, it is without 
that perſon's knowledge; and is done becauſe, perhaps, it is 
known. he would not accept. In no inſtance is a Council-man, 
wiſhing to keep his ſeat, diſappointed.  _ _ big 
But, though what has been now ſtated, is the farce acted in 
Council on election days, meaſures are taken, at a private meeting 
held for the purpoſe ſame days before, to render a diſappointment 
_ abſolutely impoſſible, + The mode followed is this: Eight Guild- 
rymen make a majority of the Guild-counſellors, and always as 
a new Member is admitted, he is given to underſtand, and, ſome 
ſay, comes under a folemn' engagement, that the minority, in pri- 
vate meetings, ſhall on all - occaſions join the majority, when a 
vote goes round in Council. This is what is-called in Perth, th. 
- © beautiful order; and, at private F it does for this Borough, 
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© what the Lords of Articles did for the Scottiſti pallianwent'; ; with 


this difference, that its reſolutions cannot be diſappointed. 

© The ſet of the Borough continues to be the rule at this day in 
all matters of election, or votes in Council; and no wonder, as 
no mode could be better calculated to ſupport a junto than it is. 
The Counſellors are all merchants or craftſinen, living in town; 
and there has been no inſtance, this age, of any perſon uncon- 
need with the Town, being in Council. Indeed, it is no eaſly 
matter to get there; for, when any one pleaſes to Tetire, his ſon, 
or ſome other friend, ſucceeds him; and he again hands down 
the office to ſome of his relations, in the ſame manner as he hands 
down his eſtate. It is no uncommon thing to find men grown 
old in Council ; and there is now a member who has been above 
fifty years there. 

In the year 1741, an action at law was brought before the” 
Court of Seſſion, in relation to an election of Magiſtrates that 
had taken place in this Borough the year preceding. 

In this action, a proof was led by authority of the Court, which 
diſcovered a combination, that had for many preceding years 
taken place among the ſelf- elected Members of the Town-coun- 
cil of Perth, to engroſs to themſelves the whole management of 
the Town's affairs, and the nomination of all the Magiſtrates, 
which appears to have proved effectual. : | 

This ſpecies of bargain affords a moſt glaring: and infamous 


| ſpecimen of the abuſes to which Self- election has given riſe ; 


and as it cannot be better illuſtrated, than in the words of the 
witneſſes. themſelves, the following extracts from the proceedings 
held before the Court ſhall be ſubmitted. In order to underſtand 


which, it is neceſſary to obſerve; that the Town-council of Perth 


conſiſts of twenty-ſix Members, of whom fourteen are Mer- 
chants or Guild-counſellers, and twelve Tradeſmen. The Trades- 
counſellors are elected by the old Council, from liſts given in to 
them by the Trades at large, and ſo are not completely ſelf-elect- 
ed; but the fourteen. Guild or Merchant-counſellors are ſelf- 
cledcd, as each names his own ſucceſſor in the manner already 
mentioned ; and the combination. now to be illuſtrated was en- 
tered into to diſappoint the effects of the ſmall degree of freedom 
Election of the Trades-counſellors, and to throw the whole power 
into the hands of the /elf-elefed gentlemen of the Guildry. 

© David Robertſon, merchant, and late Bailie in Perth, depones, 
That he came firſt to be a Member of the Town- council of 
Perth, at Michaelmas 1724, and that he continued a Member 


f the Council, ſometimes in the Magiſtracy, and other times 
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That on the Friday or Saturday before he was called into 
rey Council, Bailie Macmichael called the deponent into his ſhop, 
and told him, That he had a meſſage. from the Guild:fide of the 


Council, who had reſolved to take him into the*Council, on con- 
dition, that before he was received, he was to give bis right hand 


to the ſaid Bailie Macmichael, and ſolemnly promiſe, that in all 
matters relating to the Election, he was to fland. by the majority. of 
the Guild-/ide ; and that the firſt time he made the leaſt trip 
in his promiſe, he would be turned down fairs, (that is, turn- 
ed out of Council): That, when Bailie Macmichael took the 
ſaid promiſe, both of them took off their hats and the deponent 


took this manner of engagement to be as binding as an oath, 
and that he kept that engagement during the time he cone 
tinued in the Council, which was ſome time before Mi- 
' chaelmas 1737; and that annually, ſome days before the elec- 


tions, it was ordinary for the Guild-fide of the Council to meet, 
and then the firſt thing that was agreed upon, was, That they 
were to ſtand to the majority, which was ordinarily done by a 
queſtion propoſed by the Provoſt ; Gentlemen, Do you all fland to 
the majority? to which it was readily anſwered, 25 be ſure, other- 
way we may think of leaving the Council; and that he underſtood 
the promiſe he gave, when he was firſt taken into the Council, to 
be, binding upon him, as long. as he continued in the Council: 

That it was ordinary and the conſtant cuſlom, when in any of the 
previous meetings, it was agreed, that any new Counſellor was. 
to be taken in, to give commiſſion to ſome of the Members pre- 


'* ſent, to take the Counſellors ſo to be taken in, engaged, as the de- 


ponent himſelf was, to fland by the majority of the Guild-fide ; and that 


the deponent remembers, that he did tale Bailie Peat, one of the 


purſuers, and Fobn Roberiſon, ſon. to the deceaſed Prov. Robert 
Robertſon, engaged in the manner foreſaid, being commiſſioned there- 
to by the Guild. ſide of the Council: That Bailie Macmichael, at tax 


ing his engagement, before coming into the Council, told him, 


That when he came into the Council on Monday, the day of the 
elections, the perſon that ſat above him, would tell bim bow to 


draught, that being the manner of voting at the elections, in re- 
| gard he could not be at that time informed of the agreement F the 


majority; and that the man who ſat above him, did /o inform bim; 


and this was the practice with the new intrants, during all the time 
He continued in Council. 

William Rankine, merchant in Perth, depones, That he was 
brought into the Town- council of Perth, as a Member of the 


Guild-fide, at Mzchaelmas 1731: That ſometime the day that 
he was admitted Counſellor, vis. the day of the election, 
| © he 
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© he was acquainted by Bailie Macmichael, that he was to be cho- 


_ © ſen a Counſellor, but the Bailie dere Him from the channel, 


© where he had delivered the meſſage into His ſhop, where be told 
© him after taking off both their bats, 7 hat he behoved to promiſe to him, 
10 and by the majority of the Guild-fide in all matters election; and 
* befides, at the ſame time, acquainted him, that Bailie Peat would 

* inform, who were to be Counſellors for the Trades, and other office- 


© bearers for that year - That the deponent gave bis promiſe, and at 


« ring it they ook hands ; and that the deponent underſtood the 
id promiſe to be binding 7 N as: long. as be continued a 
: Counſellor. 
© "Hugh Hardie, Aereftic! in Perth, epos, That he came 
© firſt i to the Council of Perth at Michaelmas 1732: That upon 
the Friday preceding the annual election, Provoſt Patrick Crie 
acquainted the deponent, that he was to be taken into the Coun- 
cil on the Monday following; and that fome other of the Guild. ide 
5 the Council, would talk with him before that time That Bailie 
Peat came to the deponent on the election- day, betwixt eight 
and nine in the morning, and told the deponent that he was to 
be taken into the Council, and that be was to go along with tbe 
major part * the Guild. ſide of the Council, which he promiſed: to do ; 
and the Bailie Maclieſh, Who was then a Counſellor, was to di- 
ret bim what way he was to draw, which be accordingly aid, and 
the deponent Followed bis directions; but that neither Provoſt Pa- 
trick Crie, nor Bailie Pear, at that time told the deponent that 
he would be turned out, if he voted contrary to the majority: 
That the deponent underſtood, that he was bound to ſtand by the 
majority, otherwiſe he would beturned out, that promiſe having 
been renewed annually ; and that the deponent had heard, that 
William Rankine was turned out in the 1731; as alſo, he had 
heard that Provoſt F he ar Aer r were turned out 


upon the ſame account. 
- © David Gardiner, Writer in Perth Gepe, That upon 


* 


done or other of the days of the week of the Perth races, in the 
: month of September laſt, the deponent was occaſionally in com- | 


© pany, (in the houſe of Alexander Chriftie, vintner in Perth,) with 


Pprovoſt James Crie, Dean of Guild Robert Robertſon, Bailie 


Peat, Gregory Fife. ſhipm 
„lor in Edinburgh, and the ſaid Alexander Chriſtie, where the | 


aſter in Perth, Deacon Barclay, tay- 


* converſation turned upon the then enſuing elections of Perth; 
© and upon the deponent's appearing ignorant of the ſet of the 


Burgh, though, at the ſame time, he was no ſtranger to it, Pro- 


© voſt Crie was at a * deal wa 18 to make the deponent un- 
| c 
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derſtand it, by informing him of the number the Town-coun- 
eil conſiſted of, and of that number, how many wereguildry, and 
how many were trades; of the way of filling up the Guild- coun- 


cils, and of the manner of their whole procedure at their an- 


nual elections: That upon this, the deponent thanked the 
Provoſt for his information; but told him there was one thing 
he was very much ſurpriſed at, which was, How he, and the 
other Guild- members, had continued themſelves ſo long in the 
management of the Town; for, as there are twelve Trades, who 
have all voices in the election of the office-bearers, it appears 
odd, that they, during a tract of ſo many years, could not, at 
one time or other, prevail with two of the Guild- members to 


© Join them; and, in that caſe, as they would be the majority of 
© che Council, they had it in their power to create. what Magi- 


ſtrates they thought proper? To which Provoſt Crie anſwered, 
That is a thing we take particular care of; for the Guild-members 
have a meeting, previous to their annual election, where uu pro- 


miſe to engage to vote in Council for ſuch Magiſtrates and Counſellors, 


_ as ſhould be fixed upon by the majority F4 that ſeparate meeting. Up- 
on this, the deponent aſked, If the 
were required in a Soom manner ; Or was the matter tranſacted 


1 755 or engagements 


over a glaſs ?.and if it was over a glaſs, the deponent apprehend- 
ed the meeting would be ſatisfied with a bow from any of the 


members; and in that caſe the 8 told the Provoſt, he 


might be diſappointed ; for the perſon who gave the bow, might 


affix to it what meaning he thought proper. To which the 


Provoſt anſwered, No, no, they muſt be plain and explicit with us, 


otherwiſe down flairs they go, or they will be turned out of Coun- 
cil. Depones, He remembers the converſation the more parti- 


cularly, in regard, from the many objections the deponent ſtart- 


ed, by pretending not to underſtand the Provoſt, he was indu- 


ced to repeat twice, almoſt every thing that paſt ; and he even 
told the deponent, he never e he was i dull and ill at 


* We 


8 Colin Brown, Stel and late Provoſt of Perth, depones, 
That he came into the Council of Perth about 30 years ago, and 


he continued in Council, either as a Magiſtrate or Counſellor, 


Michaelmas 1737: That when he was ps 3 into the Coun- 
eil, there were no engagements in uſe to be taken of any to ſtand 


by the majority of the Guild ſide of the Council, or to any other 


purpoſe; nor was it the cuſtom to aſk any ſuch engagement for 
| wn; years thereafter: That it was the ordinary cuſtom for the 


I | Be, * Guild 
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© Guild fide of the Council to meet together, and to concert what was pro- 

* per io be done, and that ſome time before the annual elections; but 
does not remember the particular management of theſe meetings 
for ſome years after his firſt coming into the Council; but re- 
members, bat for a good many years backwards, from the time of 
* his being left out of the Council, it was the conftant cuſtom to 
© have ſome previous meeting of the Guild fide of the Council by ' them- 
| * ſelves, previous to the annual election; at which meetings it was 
generally aſked by the Provoſt, / they would all agree to the majo- 
© rity? And when any new. Counſellors were agreed to be brought 
in, it was recommended to ſome members preſent, 10 acquaint him 
of their reſolution, and take him engaged to fand by the majority of the 
Guild fide ; particularly that the deponent did carry ſuch meſſage to 
Robert Wilſon, and did take him engaged accordingly ; which he 5 
by taking him by the hand, — * him 3 
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* Tas En GER 8050 ſts of ſeventeen Members, oi, en 
Merchants, and two Tradeſmen. 
None but indwelling Burgeſſes, and indwelling Heritors, were 
* ever admitted as Counſellors or Magiſtrates, till about twenty-ſix 
5 years ago. What gave riſe to the alteration, was ſhortly this : 
The Town<-clerk of this Borough has been, time out of mind, 
elected annually. _ A party in Council, at the period above quo- 
ted, though they had no fault to find with the then Clerk, had 
a young friend of their own, whom they wiſhed to put into that 
office : Each had friends; the party for the young man prevail- 
ed, and, in their heat, expelled a number of the oppoſite 7. 
and the old Clerk. 
In the conteſt about filling up the new Council, ſome thin 
were done which afforded ground for an action at law, and the- 
* old party did not fail to improve it. It was tried to reduce the 
© © election before the Court of Seffion, and to bring on a poll- vote. 
© The Court gave decree in favour of the old party. An appeal to 
the Houſe of Peers was the conſequence, and, contrary to all ex- 
« pectation, tlie ſentence of the Court of Seſſion was reverſed, and 
© the new party confirmed. 
* Hitherto non-reſident Counſellors had not t been admitted. The 
new. party, to gain ſtrength, threw themſelves under Alexander 
© Earl of Eglinton, and, in a year or two thereafter, the ſaid Earl 
Was choſen a Merchant-counſellor of the Pc NE Irvine; 4 
© ſtation 
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pi Nation he kept till his death. He was for ſix years Provoſt bing Ir- 


S » 
2 


0 
— 


LOL STORES TIS 4 


2222. ͤͤ WAY +. 


vine, by the unanimous ſuffrage of bis Fellow-counſellors. *' 
The year of the Earl's deceaſe, 1769, or 1770, there happened 


anothes revolution'' in Council. The party outed had the good 


will and countenance of all the Burgeſſes. The ruling party well 


knowing this, and determined to keep themſelves in power, took 
an uncommon ſtep. Inſtead of chuſing indwelling Burgeſſes, they 
ſet out to the neighbouring pariſhes, yoted into Council no fewer 
than five country gentlemen, and one nobleman, ſome of them 
at the diſtance of nine Scots miles from the Borough, others of 


them at the diſtance of four, three and two Scots miles: All of 


them not only without the very pariſh, but alſo without property of 
any kind within the Borough, excepting the noble Earl, who has 
an old ruin, and one acre of land within the liberties of the 
Borough; and to theſe gentlemen and noblemen were the rights 
and privileges of indwelling Burgeſſes transferred. One of theſe _ 


gentlemen is dead, a ſecond went out of the Council, from a 


conviction that it was iniquitous to fit, there, in the place of an 
indweller ; the remainder, with the noble Earl, continued to be 
members of Council, and are ſtiled Merchant-counſellors. 


_ ©: he Counci] of Irvine changes annually two Merchants, and 
two Tradeſmen. Thus, thirteen may be ſaid to remain for ever, as 
they always take in two filly perfons to ſhift. It was never 


known till within theſe laſt eighteen years, that any perſon was 


ever choſen a Trades-counſellor, without being firſt a Deacon of 


Craft. Three inſtances have occurred within that period, where 
the junto, to ſecure themſelves,” took up tradeſmen who had hot 
been in that office; and moreover, took up tradeſmen as Mer- 


chant-counſellors, o ſecure themſelves; and "theſe tradeſmen of 
ſo mean a rank, that one of them, for many years paſt, could 


not afford to keep either apprentice or journeyman, but drove the 


ſhuttle for the pooreſt ſubſiſtence; and at this hour, there are 


two working tradeſmen taken up as merchants, to ſit and vote 


with the noble Earl, and to ſecure all 12 7 Party.“ 
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Borough; but as in other Boroughs, though thoſe who have had the 
lead, may have, on ſome occaſions, been men of property, it has 
been an invariable cuſtom to bring into Council perſons without 

Ef | | property 
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property or connection, and of no long ſtanding in the Borough; 


and of theſe they have always ſtored themſelves with a double 


ſupply, that ſuch as go out the one year may be returned the 


next, while the leaders or junto remain in office without con- 


troul.“ 


e 


* By the ſet, the number of Counſellors is ſeventeen, whereof 
fourteen are Guild, and the remaining three Trades Counſellors; 


| ps theſe laſt, conſiſting of two Deacons, and a Convener. The 


number of Guild Counſellors put off the Council every year is 
three, and of Trades two; and an equal number of each kind 
is elected of new, to make up the number ſeventeen. The 


_ © office-hearers are a Provoſt, four Bailies, a Dean of Guild, Trea- 
ſurer, and Convener. And the ſet of the Borough expreſsly 


bears, That none can be elected office-bearers, or even Counſel- 
lors, except 7e/ident Bungeſſes of the Borough, and actual Tra- 
ders, and Trafficking Merchants, bearing ſcot and lot, and all 
portable charges: Nevertheleſs, nothing has been more com- 
mon than for Council-juntos to ele, in order to ſerve their 
own little ends, people utterly unqualified, as being neither Re- 
ſidenters, Traders, nor Trafficking Merchants within the Bo- 
rough. The, following inſtances that have occurred within 


| * theſe laſt eight or ten years, will ſet this fact beyond a poſbbili- 


4 
5 
6 
4 
c 
; 
6 
64 
= 
- 6 
1 
@ 
0 
= 
0 
6 
6 


Fe ty of doubt. 


6 
c 
c 
6 
0 
6 
c 
c. 
P 
6 
c 
; | 
0 


The late Mr Alexander Duff, writer in Elgin, neither a Tra- 
der nor Trafficking Merchant, nor bearing ſcot nor lot, was firſt 
elected a Counſellor, and afterwards made a Bailie, merely to 
ſerve political purpoſes; as was, 2do, Bailie Peter May, late fac- 


tor to the Earl of Findlater, by profeſſion a planner and farmer, 


neither a Trader nor Trafficking Merchant, and, from his ne- 
ceſſary avocation as a planner, ſeldom reſident in the town: 

tio, William Brody, Eſq; of Windyhills, reſiding for moſt part 
in London, and, when in the north of Scotland, on his eſtate 
in the country, is neither a Trader nor Trafficking Merchant: 


1, Mr George Fenton, a writer in Elgin, and neither traffick- 


ing Merchant nor Trader in any ſenſe of the words, nor paying 
ſcot nor lot, nor any public burden, was, along with the Gentle- 
men, immediately above mentioned, a member of Council. f 
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By the ſet of this Borough, the Magiſtrates and Council, are 


bound to put out two or three Counſellors annually, and take in 
as many new ones in their room: But this part of the ſet has 
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not been obſerved ; for, except at ſome particular times, when 
party work run high, the Council was continued without varia- 


tion. For ſeveral . years there were three of the nnn 
who ; oth in a ud. 
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c Tus yy is very contracted and deſpotic in its principles. For, 

Ino, From the day of Election not being fixed to a particu- 
lar one, on which the Election ſhould always be held, and that 
the Magiſtrates are at liberty, at any time in three weeks run- 
ing, to fix it at forty-eight hours warning, it is in their power, 


ſtudying the circumſtances of Counſellors, old or new, Who 


may be obnoxious to chem, to e them from being at 


the Election. 


© 2do, From the new Counſellors being leeted (put in nomina- 
tion ) elected, and permitted to vote all at once, and without 
the opportunity of a moment's fore Knowledge of their chance 


of being elected, ground is given for a probability, that the 
greateſt part, if not the whole, of thoſe new Counſellors, may 
often be out of the way when ſent for by the Council, the mo- 


ment after the Election, and thereby diſappointed of their votes 


for the Magiſtrates, although it is highly expedient, and ſeems 
clearly to be the intention, that they ſhould always exerciſe 
- that right to vote for them. 


To ſhow what ground this has given to flagrant abuſe of power, 


it is only neceſſary to mention that the Magiſtrates of this Bo- 


rough, for theſe ſixty years paſt, have managed matters ſo, as to 
hold their offices for life: The eonſequence whereof, from the 
uſe they have made of their power, has been very deſtructive; 3 
for no perſon who has ever yet eſſayed to trade to any extent du- 
ring the period before mentioned, but has gone in a ſtate of bank- 
ruptcy to his grave, let his plan of family œconomy and pru- 
dence in the management of buſineſs be as commendable as poſ- 


ible.” The "conſequence and credit reſuking from the Uiſpoſal of 
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and ſometimes in India.“ 


8 renner 


the political intereſt of the Town, and the reſources afforded by 
the management of the funds, having generally ſupported thoſe 
in power againſt the others out of it, maugre every effort in the 
latter to remove the formkr, or to eſtabliſh a proper counterpoiſe. 


DING WAI. I. 


The Council of this Borough confiſis of 1 5 members. The old 
Council chuſe the new; only, by the ſet, che Counſellors muſt 
all refide within the Town. From among the new Counſellors, 
the old Counſellors chuſe the Provoſt, Bailies, Dean of Guild, and 
Treaſurer. A lift of the names of ſome of the late Counſellors 
will ſhow how the ſet of the Town has been departed from in 
practice.—Georhe Mackenzie, younger, of Pitlunday, reſiding 
two miles out of town, was a Bailie ;—Colin Mackenzie of Mount- 
gerald, Dean of Guild, reſiding three miles out of town ;—Pa- 


trick Reid, factor in Tulloch, Treaſurer, reſiding about a mile 


out of town; — John Mackenzie of Avoch, three miles from 


* town ; Captain James Monro of Teananich, twelve miles from 
town ;—Sir George Monro of Pontzfield, Gxteen miles from 


town ;—Duncan Monro of Calcairn, fourteen miles from town; 


John Grant, factor on Fairntoſh, three miles from town ;— 


The Honourable David Roſs of Ankerville, one of the Judges of 
the Court of Seſſion ;—Duncan Davidſon of Tulloch, reſiding in 
London; —Sir Hector Monro of Navaar, ſome time in London, 


| 
INVERURY. 


© The Council has conſiſted for many years paſt of nine . 
Theſe nine perſons annually elect themſelves, or others, ſo that 
ſome of them have been about thirty-ſix years in office. The 
Provoſt, for ſome time, reſided fix miles from town; and one of 
the Counſellors fourteen miles.” | 4 


| ANSTRUTHER EASTER. 


By the ſet of this . the whole Council ſhould be « com- 
poſed of Burgeſſes, being Merchants and Tradeſmen; but for 
| : i 7 ä 3 many 
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many years paſt, four or five members of the Council have re- 
ſided out of town, and are members of other Councils , forty 
miles diſtant. The Council conſiſts of three Bailies, a Treaſurer, 


and fifteen Counſellors. © The Bailies and Council annually elect 
four new Counſellors, in place of four old Counſellors who go 


out, The three Bailies and Treafurer are annually elected by a 
pole of the whole BurgeQeaafrom: liſts siren wi the old Bailies and 


STRANRAER. 


© There has not been” a Provoſt in office reſiding i in this Borough 
for many years PRs hav, not in the memory of the oldeſt inhabi- 


tant here:. 
The Provoſts lined chm been nebſilga whoſe ibirereſts and 


reſidence were at forty or fifty miles diſtance; and, at times, a 
perſon whoſe reſidence was in a' foreign country. Query, How can 


one not perſonally preſent take the oath de feli? 
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<7" The Magiſtrates,” &c. are choſen annually, and at the inſtiga- 


tion of a certain Nobleman'in this neighbourhood.” If they an- 
ſwer his deſigns, they are continued, or re- elected, from father to 
ſon, for the ſpace of twenty years, to our own knowledge. 8 

As to the Town- clerk; the firſt we ſhall mention, being this 
Nobleman's factor, lived ten miles from the Borough. He was 


employed as clerk to the Borough for the ſpace of thirty years, 


and, at his deceaſe, or ſoon after, was ſucceeded by the preſent 
factor, who lives three miles diſtant from the Borough, and has 
juſt now ſubſtituted one under him. It is the opinion of the in- 


habitants that the Town's-clerk ſhould be a reſidenter in town, 
ä choſen annually, and continued according to His een, [Et 


LOCHMABEN. 


© By charter from King James VI. 24th July 1612, the PE: of 
election appears to have been in the Burgeſſes and Inhabitants. 


The preſent number of Counſellors does now, and has for a num- 


ber of years back, conſiſted of fifteen. The following ſtate, ta- 
ken from the old Council-book, will ſhow how far the Council 
conſiſted of perſons connected with the Town by reſidence, pro- 


* third 


perty, CC. "From the 2 1718, till 1760, it 9 that one- 
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third of the Council has conſiſted of Noblemen and Gentlemen 
in the country, holding, of courſe, the different offices, /ach as, 
Sir William Johnſton of Weſterhall, William, Marquis of An- 
nandale, James, Lord Johnſton, George Kennedy of Healleath, 
Gavin Johnſton of El{hiefhields, Mr John Henderſon of Broad- 
holm, Robert Henderfon of Cleugh-heads, all of which were pro- 


prietors in the Town, but did not keep their refidence there. The 


other perſons after named, held different offices in the Boreugh 
during the above period, but were neither proprietors nor reſiden- 
ters, viz. Mr James Johnfton in Weſterhall, Mr Robert Foord, 
chamberlain to the Marquis of Annandale, William Johnſton of 


Corhead, Lord John Hope, Sir Thomas Kirkpatrick, Charles Er- 


Kine, Lord Tinwald, Mr: William Kirkpatrick, brother to Sir 
Thomas, Sir Robert Lowrie, Mr James Maxwell, chamberlain to 
the late Duke of Queenfberry, William Johnſton of. Lockerby, 
Sir Alexander Jardin, Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Mr 
William Herris of Haldykes: And from 1760, to 1765, it ap- 
pears that Mr James Maxwell at Roſs, Mr Carruthers of Dormont, 


factors to the late Duke of Queenſberry, and Mr George Clark, 
late Sir George Clark, and the late Mr George Muir, writer to 
the Signet, and both reſiding in Edinburgh, are the only perſons 


during that period, that bore offices in the Council, and were un- 


connected by property or reſidence. From 1765, to the preſent 
time, the Council has moſtly conſiſted af perſons in the Town; 
but it will Be obſer ved, that the Gentlemen laſt mentioned, were 


always brought in under the influence of the other great men; 
and, even now, the prefent ſet of Counſellors, who (by the by) 


are ſure moſt of them to be people of the loweſt rank, and mean- 
eſt capacities in the Town, ſelf- elected perſons, who are ſtill un- 


der the whip of his Grace the Duke of Queenſberry, and other 
great men, whereby, in expreſs contradiction to the intereſt of 
the community, or the public police of the Town, nothing but 
juntos are kept up, divided, joined, the ſame eternal cauſe.” 
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11. ALIENATION OF PUBLIC PROPERTY. 


It may, in general, be obſerved, that the information on this ſub- er 25 
ject, cannot be expected to be very accurate, from the circumſtance grudions 
of the Council-books, the proper evidence, being with-held from 


the Burgeſſes. | 


B R E Gin; 


The Report ſtates, Of the alienations of the Public Property, 
no diſtinct account can now be given; but that the Committee 
will ſoon be enabled to ſpecify and prove them: At preſent they 
can only ſtate in general, that the alienations have been great, 
as it is notorious, that the Borough of Brechin has been poſſeſ- 
ſed of ſeveral thouſand acres of property, and that now it is not 
poſſeſſed of one hundred. This valuable property has been 
feued or otherwiſe diſpoſed of, to Members of Council or their 
friends, and gentlemen of the neighbourhood, for an annual in- 
come, which does not exceed L. 15 Sterling. Among theſe, 
David Doig a Provoſt, Charles Gordon a Bailie, and Alexander 
Belly a Dean of Guild, poſſeſſed themſelves of large tracts of. 
this public territory, in the courſe of this century.“ 3 


> am.» 


 INVERKEFTHENG: 

Many feus and different alienations of the property of this 

* Borough, have been made by the Town-councils, and among 

© others, that of the Cuſtoms of the Town of Dyfart. Likewiſe 

the eſtate of Dawloch ſold off, or feued to John Cant, when 

* Town-clerk, for a trifle ; and ſeveral other. parts of the Town's 

property have been given away to Counſellors or their friends. 

But what value was received from any of the above, cannot be 

* aſcertained, acceſs being denied to the Town-books. © 
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© The Town-council alienated by a feu, their property of Ruſ- 
* ſel-mill and mill-lands thereof, to Captain Maitland of Renkei- 


"© lor, in 1971, who paid of purchaſe money, L. 850 Sterling. 


In 1777, the Town alienated the Cuſtoms of a fair at Auch- 


__* termuchty, for the ſum of L. 80 Sterling. 


We have now to inform you, that the Magiſtrates and Council 
© have, of late, reſolved that five acres of the Town's commonty, 
* ſhould be abſtracted from it, and alienated by a feu, though the 
by * Burgeſſes have had the immemorial privilege of it for paſture 

to their cows, and though the ſaid common extends not to a- 
4 bove thirty-five acres, and of conſequence very inadequate to 
© ſupport their cows, and ſo of furniſhing milk, that rich nutri- 
ment, ſo important to the community. The matter has given 
great offence to the Burgeſles, and has been the occaſion of a 
* yexatious and expenſive law-ſuit, and which has ſubſiſted. before 
the Court of Seſſion at Edinburgh, for two years preceding. 
The Convener and Deacons, for the ſake of peace and harmony, 
and preventing expence, ſtated propoſals to the Town- council 
© of a friendly compromiſe; but theſe, when under conſideration, 
* were refuſed by the narrow majority of one. 

Time was, when the Burgeſſes, beſides the commonty now 
* ſpecified, had the: privilege of paſturing their cows in the. ſpring, 
on ſome hundred acres, of Cupar muir, all now alienated at the 
* trifling annual feu-rent of one ſhilling fer acre,” 2 


r 1 TEN WE E N. 


© Soon after 0 year 1767, the Magiſtrates 100 Council diſpo- 
ned or made over to Sir John Anſtruther, Bart. a conſiderable 
tract of lands, the property of the Borough, for an yearly feu- 
1 * duty of Is, s. Sterling er acre, without any price.“ 

The Report ſays nothing of the then or preſent rent of this 
1181 but there can be little doubt that at preſent it muſt let 
for double that ſum. It certainly cannot be conſidered as a 
prudent or proper act of management, to alienate property 


without receiving any price, and at a rent ſo inadequate to 


what it would bring at ſo ſhort a diſtance of time. 


The 
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The Magiſtrates, within the ſame period, have alienated from 
* the Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, a tract of lands called Myres, 
* which ſerved as a commonty for their cattle to paſture upon in 
© ſummer, Burgeſſes paying 3's. 4 d. and other Inhabitants6 s. 8 d. 
to the Town- funds annually. for this privilege.” ... 
The Report does not accurately diſtinguiſn whether this was a 
ſale or only a leaſe; neither does it ſay the price or rent paid. 


'1 


© The property of the Borough extended about three miles from 
the Borough tothe north and weſt thereof, commonly called Craill's 
muir, but it is now all feued out to different perſons, who pay 
a ſmall feu- rent for the ſame ; but the feus were always made con- 
trary to the inclinations of the Burgeſles, and without any pu- 
blic advertiſements ; from which. it is plain that theſe ſelf-elec- 
ted Magiſtrates and Council, acted in open defiance of the 
' whole'body of the people.,* ou 8 
| The Report adds, that theſe circumflances- can be proved; but the 
Burgeſſes cannot be more particular for want of the books. 
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© By charter 1609, many great and valuable privileges were con- 
© ferred on the Borough, and lands of very confiderable extent, 
and containing various farms, were given to the community, 
© Theſe lands have all been alienated on feu. The Burgeſles have 
© not been able, for want of acceſs to the books, to find out the 
prices paid for theſe feus at the period of alienation ; but from 
the roll of feu- duties, payable to the Town, the preſent feu- rent 
does not exceed L. 15 Sterling, although the preſent real rent of 
theſe lands, cannot poſſibly be leſs than L. 1000 Sterling. 
About 30 years ago, a very valuable part of the Fown's com- 
mon muir was ſet to a gentleman, then in Council,” for the 
paultry conſideration of L. 5 Sterling per annum, for the ſpace 
of three nineteen years, although it is well conſidered to be 
IS . ES 


worth not leſs than L. 30 Sterling yearly.”  ' 
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| off for mere trifles, 
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R OT, H rial v. 


vo, The Borough TIN were originally of great extent, nearly ſix 


miles in circuit, - of which nothing is now left to the Burgeſſes, 


but a barren muir on the eaſt ſide of the Borough, and a few 


acres of the worſt land, on the weſt ſide. All the valuable and 
good lands have been given away, at different periods, at ſo 
low a rate as 2 ds. 4 ds. and 18 ds. Scots, for valuable fields of 
ſeveral acres, which now rent from 50. to L. 4 Sterling per 
acre, and ſome ſubfeued from L. 6 to L. 8 Sterling per acre. 
The after mentioned farms are all 1 in the denen, and kfaued 


5 . 


Ardbeg, property of Campbell e of Denoon, | b 155 4 5 f 


0 
Little Barron, Earl of Bute, - „ 8:01.10 
Lane Molloch, Ballantyne of Kaims, V 
Cregiegual, ditto, ii: OO a EE Er AQ fG«.. 0 
Bellecheddor, ditto jj 00 
Laigh Bogany, Earl of Bute, VVV 
High Bogany, Stewart of Aſcag, V 
Windy-hall, Earl of Bute, — — 0 
Town-head, ditto, _ _, —- „ e 0 
Lochly, ditto, 5 . N 0 
Lochend, ditto, Fo, GD Fas, os uo 
Grcenoch, %S ˙ ²˙—vIl 0 
Roſland, ditto, J ß nas 
Eſlachrogan, C | es 1.140. 0 © 
| 5 I. 391 5 © 0 
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13 The grolt lands are of 1 and were feued out a 


the Magiſtrates, to themſelves and Counſellors, at ſham values, 


and now moſtly belong to the Earl of Bute, and, for the Whole, 


the Town draws a yearly feu of L. 44:2 Sterling. 


There are ſeveral good fields given off in feu for the keep- 
ing of roads and water-courſes i in repair, all of which are totally 


neglected. A conſiderable piece of ground was given for keeping 
part of the church-roof water-tight, which is neglected. 
Mr Dunloſs, late Proveft, and Mr Blain, a Counſellor and Town- 


* clerk, took poſſeſſion of a field belonging to the Borough, which 
lay contiguous - to a field held by Mr Blain, and belonging to 


* Lord 
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T6 Bute, incloſed it within the farm with a Rone-dike ; and, 
without any liberty aſked, has retained it theſe 26 years, with: 
out payment of either rent, Price, « or feu. | 
Many houſes in the Borough, are built on ground taken up, 
and kept poſſeſſion of without any feu-right. * | 
On a late occaſion, a corner of ground was given away by : a 
late Provoſt, to a neighbouring gentleman; to make him conve- 
nient; and, on complaint being made to the Provoſt, he ſwore 
that it was in his power to give all the lands away without "aſking 
a queſtion of any Y perſon, and tht none bad a right” to cha ge 
bim. : | 


ANNAN 


© AF «os firft Incorporation « this Borough, the extent of PTY 
property was about 3000 acres, beſides two valuable fiſhings ;. 
one on the frith of Solway, and another in the river of Annan, 
the former of which belonged to the individual heritors within 
Borough, whoſe properties were upon the ſtent-roll, and the 
latter, it is informed, was ſold by 1 the Borough to che family 


3 6. \ & * 


| ive, ne about a century ago. 
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As to allienations of public property, the Burgeſſes are in- 


3 formed, and do believe it to be fact, that at and prior to the 


year 1714, ſundry very groſs dilapidations had been made of the 
„ public property, and the Borough involved iin debt to ſo great an 


extent, that ſundry Burgeſſes had their property adjudged from. 


© them, and even ſome of their perſons incareerated for the ſame; 


and the Town-clerk informs them, that they have no public 


* recqris preſerved prior to the ſaid year 1714; that the then ad- 


» miniſtration, in order to ſave themſelves, and cover their ini- 


©:quity, had deftroyed. the records of this borough, ſo that it will 


» be impoſſible” for the Burgeſſes to ſubſtantiate a proper proof 


rjor to that date, without more trouble and expence than they 


| @ can afford ; and although” they are very ſenſible of ſundry al- 


13 * lienations and dilapidatfons that have been made fince, ſuch as 
a mill that was ſold or feued to a Mr ſohn Crichton, about 
fifty years ago, one of. the then * and, to beſt aftthelr- 
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knowledge, Provoſt at the time, for the ſmall annuity of 3 d. or 
4d. pen annum, and that the ſaid. ſubject was lately purchaſed by 
the preſent poſſeſſor at L. 60 Sterl. and would bring more money 
this day; and likewiſe, the large extenſive common that is partly 
in poſſeſſion of the Burgeſſes, ſome of the Magiſtrates, and 
ſome of the Heritors claim the privilege of paſturage on the 
* ſame, to ſuch, extent that it is almoſt rendered uſeleſs to the 
*.community, quite contrary to the original charter of the Bo- 


73 rough, which grants the ſole privilege. to the hail inhabitants 


of the Borough in general; yet as the Magiſtrates deny acceſs to 
* the records of the Borough, the Burgeſſes cannot inform as to 
every particular ſo accurately as they could wiſh ; and as they are 
* of opinion, that there will be other Boroughs uſed after the ſame 
manner, they wiſh thatſome method could be adopted by Conven- 
tion, in order to cauſe Magiſtrates, in their reſpective Boroughs, 
grant acceſs to the records. As the Burgeſſes are of opinion, 
that no mode of proof can be more clear or convincing in the 
eye of the Legiſlature, than the ſubſtantiating their grievances 
as to ſelf- election, public alienations, dilapidations, and non- 
reſidence, of the Magiſtrates and Counſellors of the Borough, 
from that undeniable _ evidence, the records of the reſpective 
Boroughs, which will occaſion leſs expence, than to carry up a 
number of witneſſes to Parliament; an expence which the 
Burgeſſes cannot afford.” bet 5 
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In 1748, there ſtill remained of the Town's patrimony about 
ſixty or ſeventy acres towards the weit and ſouth-weſt of the 
* Borough. Of theſe, about ten acres were in a ſtate of cul- 
© ture, and were called the Newlands. The reſt were moſtly 
in heath, partly however in natural graſs, and all very capable 
of cultivation. Beſides theſe, there were about eight or ten 
© acres called Seaton-lands, and a great extent of links and braes 
© reaching weſtward from the Borough, about a ſhort Engliſh mile 
along the ſea-beach, to a ſmall rivulet called the Burn of 
* Boyndie.. ELON Atpuert voir, 5 ot nn, tte pn abets 
Of the ſixty or ſeventy acres above mentioned, about eighteen - - 
-* were alienated poſterior to that period. The mode of alienation 
vas feu; the feu-duty was from 10s. to 8s. an acre, of which 


a third was uſually bought off at twenty-one years purchaſe* . 
1 | | 4 9 ; During 
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: © Dutivg the joint- adminiſtration. of Meſſrs Dirom aud Dif 
* All the reſt of the Borough-lands'were alienated; except the New- 
lands, and che links and braes. The mode of alienation was 
feu; the feu. duty from 48. to 1 s. 6 d.; of which it is believed, 
1 ſonie daun off done ſome two⸗ thirds, at twenty one years 
purchaſe. Theſe lands fell moſtly into the hands of the Town- 
© counſellors. ' Mr Dirom alone had about twenty acres, of the 
* greateſt part of which the feu- duty did not en 1 8. 6 by an 
* acre, two-thirds of which was bought off. | | 
Another tranſaction which comes under this Anas, is as i 
The Town poſſeſſed a piece of ground called the Gaas, on the 
© eaſt ſide of the river Dovern. Lord Fife had an eye upon this; 
his Lordſhip alſo wanted a part of the low ſtreet to be pulled 
* down, in order to enlarge his incloſures. In lieu of theſe, he of- 
© fered to give the Town a piece of ground clogged with this condi- 
* tion, That nothing could be built on a particular part of it but, a 
© church. The Council accepted of his Lordſhip's offer, they incloſed 
the piece of ground with a wall, and let it for L. 7 Sterling a-year. 
© Soon after this, about 1986, the church which ſtood in a more cen- 
* trical part of the town, was condemned. Upon this, Lord Fife 
6 " apphed to the Council to have the new church built on the ſaid 
piece of ground, in order to form a viſta to Duff-houſe. The 
Council were not obliged to allow the church to be built on this 
* ſpot ; they only could build nothing elſe upon it. They how- 
© ever gratified his Lordſhip, though, by ſo doing, they ſunk L. 7 
Sterling yearly of the Borough's revenue, without demanding 
the leaſt compenſation: to the Borough from the three great 
© heritors Lords Findlater, Banff, and Fife, who poſſeſs every 
foot of the pariſh. This is the more extraordinary, as the 
* pariſh extends three or four miles into the country, and Lord 
+ Findlater is patron. Beſides, where the old church ſtood, there | 
© was ſufficient room to build the new. 
There is great reaſon to believe, that this Borough had far. 
more- extenſive lands than thoſe which have been mentioned. 
A conſiderable part of the ſalmon-fiſhing on the river Dovern 
formerly belonged to it. This ineſtimable property was like- 
wiſe alienated for a trifling feu-duty, which is paid at preſent | 
© to the Borough by Lord Fife, the property HATING fallen into 
© his hands. 
The Council pretended, ths the alienation of theſe lands was 
* the beſt way of turning them to the advantage of the Borough. 


6 at _ aſſertion is ſo much at variance with truth, that no 
Ws * body 


* 
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5 body hears it without indignation: For the lands that were a- 
£  lienated i in perpetual feu for 48. or 5 8. an acre yearly, gave in 
* a few years, between L. 2 and L 3 an acre yearly. Theſe lands 
* would have riſen to the ſame value, had they been let for nine- 
© teen, or twice nineteen years. Of the truth of this, there 
* 1s luckily an experimental proof, which is abſolutely incontro- 
*vettible.” The ten acres called Newlands, though of an inferior 
_ © ſoil to the above mentioned lands alienated by feu, yield at pre- 
* ſent between L. 2 and L. 3 an acre yearly, without having ever 
* coft the Borough a ſingle penny for improvements, or a longer 
leaſe having been granted of them than for nineteen years. 
* Theſe ten acres bring in at preſent a greater revenue to the Bo- 
« rough than the ſiæty or ſeventy; acres alienated by feu. The 
former remain. Of the latter there is nothing but the triflidg | 
feu- duties. 
But there are e moves fital: eee than the loſs of 
© revenue, which have reſulted from the alienation of the Bo- 
„ e lands. It has favoured the eneroachments of the great 
* neighbouring landholders; it has dwarfed the Boroughs, and 
©enflaved them; and this ſlavery now diffuſes ſloth and dejection, 
vhere independence formerly cheriſhed induſtry and enterpriſe. 
What can be a clearer proof of this, than that trade and manu- 
ctfactures have deſerted the Borough, though in general excel- 
dently ſituated, and taken up their reſidence in other towns ? 
The greateſt part of the lands belonging to this Borough, which 
chave been alienated; have already fallen into the hands of the 
* :two great neighbouring heritors, Lords Findlater and F ife. 
Theſe noblemen have büilt ſtone- walls round upwards of half of 
_ £:the town, and Lord Findllater has entailed. part of his grounds 
<-within:the Borough froods. One end of endowing the Boroughs 
8 with :fuch extenſive lands, was doubtleſs toenable them to keep 
; the powerful landholders at a diſtance, and to maintain their 
+:;indepermtence. Theſe lands ought therefore to have begn;look- 
ed upon by all Town<councils:as a ſacred depoſite, and maſt re- 
„ ligiouſſy / preſervedl. But the Town- council of Banff have neyer 
£,miewed the matter inithis light. It isa ad, but certain truth, 
ithat this Borough poſſeſſed originally of ample grounds, and 
dan unincumberell revenue, and excellently ſituated ifor trade, is 
© now ſo hemmed in by the alienation of its eſtate, that though 
ſcarcely an Engliſh mile in dircumference, it cannot extend its 
limits a fingle faction its on en and is eee : 
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Tu ebw of this Borough, at a meeting on the 43 October 
1788, made up the following minute: The Committee having ob- 
© ſerved, that in a late paper, intitled, © Abſtract of facts, Cc. re- 
<« ſpeding the Revenues of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland,” 2 print- 
ed and circulated at London the gth June laſt, when it was ſup- 

©: poſed the motion for Reform would'have been made in the Houſe 
of Commons, pages 14th and 15th, a moſt inſolent and unmerited 

* perſonal attack has been made upon the reſpectability of the 
© ſaid Committee and their conſtituents, denominating them In- 
*« ſignificant Clubs, and charging them with having miſled the Lon- 
6 don Committee, with reſpect to the facts alleged about the alie- 
nation of the barony of Gladſmuir, in tack or fen-farm, and 
* containing a very erroneous ſtatement with regard to that mat- 

ster; and conſidering that the public may be led to imagine, 
© that theſe matters may have been publiſhed by order of the pre- 
ſent Rulers of the Town of Haddington, unleſs contraticted 3 in 
A proper manner; and 9 unwilling to ſuppoſe. they would 
RA orders for ſuch 'a publication, reſolved therefore unanimouſ- 
That, in juſtice to both theſe gentlemen, and. to them-. - 
1 . 5 and their conſtituents, application be immediately made 
to James Banks, Eſq; Provoſt, Meſſrs Roughhead and Crumbie, 
1 Merchant bailies, Mr Smith, Dean of Guild, and Mr Fife, Town- 
< treaſurer, to deſire them to give. anſwers to the following * | 
* ſtions, ons 
1/, Whether or not, they, the ſaid Magiſtrates, or a v. of 
© them, or any other by their order, did cauſe draw up or Aol 
the articles before mentioned; and whether e had the con- 
_ © ſent of the Town - council for ſo doing? 
adh, Whether both or either of theſe were the caſe or r not, 
yet that the ſaid Magiſtrates do now either diſclaim theſe offen- 
* ſive charges, or elſe avow the ſame under their hands? * . 
'-341y, © That they alſo be acquired to ſay, Whether or not, upon 
” the 5th' of January 1727, it ſtands recorded in the Council. 
books, that Mr Menzies offered the Town, L. 100 Sterling of 
rent yearly, for a tack of the lands of Gladſmuir, though the 
preſent feu-duties yearly do only We to L. 48: 84 by 5 
the tacks and charters? 
©  '4rbly, © If or not the original e or feuert of theſe lands 
"0 were all or F moſtly * or Town-counſellors ; ; and parti- 
| N * cularly 
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cularly Provoſt Landie; Provoſt Millar, Bailies SIO Brown, 
Thomas Crombie, Richard Robertſon, James Forreſt and John 
Caddell, with Treaſurers James Smith and George Young ? 
- .5thly, © © Who were the perſons living at Eyemouth, or Pencait- 
land, at the date of their obtaining the ſaid tacks or feu-char- 
—_— 
Stb, If or not, at the time of granting the aid tacks or fou- 
* charters, any estate in the be: bbourhood had a right of paſtu- 
rage, or other ſervitude, on the lands of Gladſmuir ; and who 
© theſe gentlemen were? ; 
athly, If or not it ſtands recorded i in.the Cant books. upan 
the 2oth January 1733, that the former Council had granted ſe- 
veral charters of part of the lands of Gladſmuir, and that very 
"M clandeſtinely, when there was not a quorutn of diſintereſted 
perfons preſent; and that the ſaid-charters * were prejudicial to 
© the Borough, and therefore that the Council did unanimouſly 
"© condelcend, that the faid charters be reduced, and actions 1 in- 
' * rented for that purpoſe without. delay ? 

*'Bzbly, If or not the, proteſts were taken at ſundry. times a- 

„ SU ſuch tacks and charters, a by the preſent Pro- 
2 voſt, and by the late Mr John unningham, and others of the 
0 ©*Council, and alſo againſt fy feu or tack or the V Veſtmill Haygh, 

LA ret the late Mr Andrew Dickſon 7 3 
9740 What 1 the amount. of the debts: eos” due 42) the 

90 of Hacldington, the names of the creditors, and ſums 

due to each of them, and what rat 05 of intereſt each of them 
receives yearly for theſe macs or what particlar, purpoſes 
were they contracted? | 
155 _Laſth, If or not there is vet Ae d thirteen and fourteen | 
«+ 'gcres of the Kid lands of Gladeſmuir in a Hate of nature, and 
-4gnder à fhort leaſe to 'the heirs. of-B Bailie Robert! Mn, an whe- 
ther or not theſe lands Aeſtitute as they are of 1 improvement or 
0 Thouſes, would not at this day e ive three times, at raft, Fhe Tent 

payaBle þy Robertſon's' heirs at a public ! roup?, . 

And the ommittee authoriſe and; point any e or more 
of their number to wait n 12 n Provoſt ke without delay, "4 | 
f ro. deliver him a copy. of heſe minutes to be laid befote t 

c tber Maxiftrates, Aha to intimate to him, that unlels — rfl 
am fätisfactüry anſwers are returned to the before written queſ- 
tions, betwixt and'Wedneſday firft, which is s the-next meeting of 

6 e the aid id Comminre will. jp Wager 0 a 

8 „„ able 
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+ able neceſſity of cauſing anke arg theſe. minutes in he 
« e deere Ei Nen 2015 * 18 8 
L 286 non 25 ö act 
| | en iel Her ober. 3. 1 1 
1 0p r the „ delivered to Provoſt Banks 
perſonally, by John Craw, in his own ſhap;:before-Mr Reid and 
1 E Erſkine and — To ne the err 
11 wer was e nee lig ty. 


2 


23445 ys ; #3 
wihs 


8 1 R. 9 8  Haltdingon, 2tb-Oltober 1488. 


| 1 In 7 to the paper en * delivered me laſt Friday | 
vet, bearing to 9150 the minutes f WW ſtandin ng. Committee of 
by | eformers 1 in this orough, 1 need. Whips tay, chat 1 neither 
1 draw \ u or cauſe; draw, u ubli ſh the articles men- 
1 «Honea. in ZN minutes; 5 an Pe reaſon to believe, chat the 
4 preſent Merchant Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer, were 
* equally unconcerned in that matter; J conſequently there could 
4 be no conſent of the Town-council, as Mr Pringle, the preſent 
„Trades Bailie, could eaſily y pave informed you. This being the 
Yi * Caſe, the preſent Magiſt have no occaſion, and are under 
. no obli igation, either to diſclaim ar arow, what Jour Committee | 
tp? term offene charges. I never, till tately; „ ſaw Ang Be e of r Wh 
5 titled, Apſtrack of Fates, "Yee," far N 5 
25 Ty 0 enter, of Boron , Gr their Agent at 906055 cg 
5 « June; nor th oper d nüt tlie diele of "Refolurions: N , 
-  ..* mitte a but in Lohdön, for condücrif 
5 to Fan ne, ori the! e af alte Nestern thor eee 
„ vernmellt 3 the Royal B coughs of Scotland, aid to be 792 


ſgerſed at London, in May pregedi ing * ae | 
4 e ch Gel Gehl 159 hd ata d 5 53750 1 ers ae heir 
«rs mation, they" thttnfAves ee able to ay; ele Ho- 


* nan Houſe of Commons, are beſt Able: tq; ee 28725 
„ whole matter, after due Ainet atjon'atia' deliberation,; 
a 

64 I ſee your minutes delivered td me, ; have originated from the- 
4 offenſive charges before alluded t. of 'AF to Which the e NMzgiſtrates | 
« had no acceſſion, (as you vert 185 Ant ha re, given 
* a decided anſwer. As to the r reft's ries: ˖ | 
« your minutes, it is rather uilreaonabl e 10 85 . ers, con- 
„fidering that ſome of theſe querſes GRE 7 ih ito-mattex of opi- 
“ nion, moſt of them require long time t bi \fearch for = inveſti-- 
40 Sate, and the whole muſt be ratten with 1 ex- 


12 8 


* 


* - 
| * 
— 
7 
» - . 
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«% pence: I ſee no Girlkdt bar the Committee of Reform has to ut 
* ſuch queſtions now, any more than at another time! The 
* Houſe of Commons has ordered production of extracts of cer- 
« tain papers, which muſt be complied with; but the Town- 
<q ©. "council onght not to be put to the expence, ner the Magiſt rates 
to a load of trouble, to fatisfy the curioſity of any man, or body 
Es | Y of men in the Borough. If extracts of any minutes of Council 
| are wanted, application may be made to the Clerk, who will 
4 furniſh them in due time, on payment of reaſonable fees. 
I cannot conclude, without regretting the cauſe of che preſent 
alteration, and at the ſame. time obſerving, that as it ariſes 
% moſtly from the ſu poſition that Gladſmuir has been feued out 
e at an undervalue, fo it would be a good example, probably at- 
tended with the beſt conſequences; and at any rate, a generous | 
be.” action, if a certain late Provoſt, with other * 0 names 
'* ſtand in the ſederunt:of. your Committee, would give up their 4 Þ 
feus, and berake:themſelves to 12 5 n leaſes.“ ö 
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of zh, in poſſe flethon of the heirs or en of 15 i 
# Paths Magiſtrates, vis. . „ = 
Provoſt Johnſton of Netherwood, ny Ep ST: * 
J of Doakras, TE ON | 
Perovoſt Irvine of Gribton, 15 m 5 VCC 
_ +: © Provoſt Edgar of Reidbank, _ VV. 
| 5 Provoſt Irving of Logan, 
_...._© Provoſt Corſane of - « "oy „„ 
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Provoſt Ewart, and 
© Provoſt Graham, 
they are at liberty to preſume, that whey theſe gentlemen were in 
office, and had the lead in the Town-- council, the common good | 


% ſuffered oma demembrations.” 


AYR 


*; In the year 1753 or 1754, the Magiſtrates of "Ol ſold elf the 
< preateſt part of the Borough lands, and received about L. 7500 


15 © Sterling for the ſame, beſides an annual feu-duty of 1 s, 3 d. Ster. 
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er acre; which ſum, there is great reaſon to think, is, if not all, at 
leaſt moſtly expended, in reſpect that the preſent Magiſtracy, chis 
ſame year, have ſold off certain lots of the Town common by pu- 
blic roup, notwithſtanding that the Convener of the Trades, as in- 
ſtructed by the different Incorporations, and others, proteſted 
againſt the ſale at the time of the roup.” 5 | 


INVERNESS 8. 


The revenues of this Borough dilapidated away within the laſt 
century, by the different leading Magiſtrates, in favours of them- 
2 and their adherents, for trifling feu duties, not exceeding 
20 per annum, now yield above L. 3000 Sterling. The revenue 
8 the Town is at preſent L. 500 Sterling a-year, or thereby; a 
great part of which is expended in enterrainments and penſions to 
the friends and adherents of the leader. Within the laſt five years, 
Provoſt Phineas Macintoſh, under whoſe management, and that of 
his predeceflors, friends and dependants, the Borough has been 
for above 30 years, granted a charter in his own favours, of the 
lands of Drumdivan and Aultnaſkeach, lying contiguous to the 
Town, for an annual feu-duty of L. 1, 108. Sterling per annum, 
altho' the former rent of it was L. 12 Sterling, and it would have 
yielded to the Community double that ſum from a good tenant, 
upon a ſhort leaſe, without any outlay for 1 u | 
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This Borough I 8 been.” as it now is, a > place of exten- 
five trade. It was alſo poſſeſſed of very conſiderable property in 
land. Its revenue conſiſts of dues levied on trade, under the de- 


nomination of ſhore-dues and petty A and rents of public 


warehouſes, mills, fiſheries, &c.“ 
Had the Town retained the propeity of their lands, the reve- 
nue would have been very great; but theſe, except an inconſider- 


able part, (which have been feued on very diſadvantageous terms), 
were diſtributed among the friends of the men who formerly 


compoſed the Town-councils, many of them without the ſhadow 
of a remuneration, and hens for ſuch avowed cauſes as bore no 


proportion to the value of the property given away. It was a- 


bout the year 1698, that thoſe abuſes in the public buſineſs hap- 


. pened ; and it appears that the trades at this period had taken 


the alarm, and exerted themſelves to bring the Council to ac- 
count; but, from a defect in the law, and the determined obſti- 
nacy of the Council, their efforts proved ineffectual. This is the 
more to be regretted, as, had the Town's accounts been then 
ſtrictly examined, and the delinquency of the Council detected, 
the revenue of this Borough would have been at leaſt. five times 


its preſent amount; but this not having happened, the whole 


myſtery of 1 iniquity remains involved in that obſcurity which the 
actors in it meant it ſhould, and the inhabitants have now the 


- mortification to ſee ſome of the fineſt lands in the iſland, origi- 


nally their property, poſſeſſed by men whoſe forefathers obtained 


them by corrupting their rulers. . - 


* It. were endleſs, to enumerate particularly the many 1 


of abuſe which have happened in this Borough, in latter years; 
but theſe. ſhall be particularly condeſcended on, if it is afterwards 


thought neceſſary. In general, we ſhall mention that the Town- 


council, originally entruſted with a very large revenue, in one of 
the richeſt Boroughs: of its ſize in this country, inſtead of apply- 
ing the public, money in promoting the trade, conyenience, and 
ornament of the Tovyn, waſted it in rivetting themſelves in power, 
and in ſerving the immediate 9 of themſelves and friends. 
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b The 6 of this Borough was originally extenſive, though 
now greatly diminiſhed. The ſelf-eleted Gentlemen in diſtant 
* times, 
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times, feued ont extenſive fields for ſmall feudal acknowledg 
ments. If any conſideration, farther than the feu-duties, wa 
granted, is unknown; the original feu- contracts are not to be 
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found in the title-deeds of the preſent proprietor and theſe pre 


ſently in power refuſe all acceſs to their repoſitories. Among 


theſe ancient feus may be mentioned Baudronald, Gray's Braes, 
Newmains, and Newmainſhill, and Smylum, theſe lands, extend- 
ing to 246 acres, bring only to the annual revenue of the Borough 


L. 5: 10: 6 Sterling, though worth L. 135 yearly. 


© For more than a century no lands W to have been feued, 


other than thoſe above mentioned. 
* The preſent junto, however, Sr to ſrebep: the . ; 


Bankhead, Bridgend and Creſslaw, have been all ſold within theſe 


ſeven years by private pation, at a price much leſs than. would 


have been procured by public ſale. Nothing now remains un- 


diſpoſed of but a muir covered with heath, and certain other 
lands of no great extent, clogged by long 3 Lp ; and theſe, no 


doubt, would have gone, or will, as ſoon as a perſon inclined to- 
| purchaſe, appears. 


In the ſer of a few paltry acres, public proclamation 1s made, 


tho' in the ſale of hundreds the utmoſſ privacy is obſerved. The 
Council- records abound with. papers entitled Articles of Set by 
auction; but no ſuch Pager: will be difroyrred there as articles of 


public late. 


The Council may perhaps arrogate to themſelves beneficial 
views to the community in their ſales and feus. 


In order to render the place of Braxfield more commodious 
and convenient to Lord Braxfield, now Lord Juſtice Clerk, they 
ſold ſeven years ago, to his Lordſhip, the lands: of Bankhead, at. 
L. 350. Four years after this ſale, the ſituation of theſe 8 | 


*, were conſidered as proper for building a mill for ſpinning cotton 


* by: water; they were therefore feued by his Lordſhip at L. 45, to 
a Mr Dale of Glaſgow, who has erected fince two mills. Had 
the Council preſerved this property, for the ſale of which there 
was no neceſlity, they had the terms in their own. hands, and it 

might have been of laſting benefit to the Borough. | 
* Bridgend went next for a feu-rent of L. 20, though theſe: lands: 
had ſer twenty-ſeven years ago at L. 27 yearly, on a leaſe of 
nineteen years. The apology for this feu, was the benefit that 


would reſult to the community -by the great: manufactory.to be 


erected there. Not a ſingle hut or houſe has been built, no ap- 


pearance of manufacture more than was fifty years ago. 
ba: "SN : 
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* Creſslaw followed, conſiſting of ſeventy acres, lying in the vi- 
cinage of the Borough, and of infinite uſe for paſture to the cat- 
tle of the inhabitants. The feu is only L. 35, though a ſale 
would have brought at leaſt L. 1000 Sterling ; no apology has, 
or could be ſet up for this tranſaction. Mr Dale made alſo this 
feu, and has thereby-acquired a monoply of the hail paſture in 
the neighbourhood of the Town to the ſouth. _ 
Whether there went any ſecret ſervice- money, is unknown, 
though confident this Committee is, that had theſe lands belong- 
ed in private property to any Member of Council, he had not 
* diſpoſed of them on ſuch conditions. > 


M a a a ee «a 
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IN the year 1782, the Council thought proper to allocate to 
* themſelves, and a few of their favourites, the remains of an ex- 
tenſive commonty, at an under feu- rent, to the excluſion of al- 
* moſt the whole Heritors beſides. This tranſaction we thought 
proper to bring under review of the Court of Seſſion, by reduc- 
tion. 

From the proceedings in chat 8 it appeared, that the 
lands which the Town- council had feued out among themſelves, 
* for a yearly feu-duty of L. 16 Sterling, contained 185 acres, 
© and were worth, at leaſt, four times that ſum. The proſecutors 
5 judicially offered, that if the lands ſhould be ſet up to roup for 
© a nineteen years leaſe, they would begin the roup with an offer 
* of L. 48 Sterling of yearly rent. The Town-council defended 
© themſelves by ſaying, that ſome of the proſecutors, when in 
office, many years ago, had feued out to themſelves a confider- 
© able portion of the * of the Town, for a feu- duty equal- 
* madequate. | 


The foregoing alienations are ſpecified. in the reports tranſ- 
mitted by the Burgeſſes. The following alienations, moſt of 
which are of a more ancient date, are proved by the records of 
the General Convention of Royal Boroughs at Edinburgh, and 
the Committee are enabled, from an inſpection obtained by the 
Burgeſſes of Dumbarton, to ſtate from a records the ri of 
the * alienations. 


1676. G L As G 0 W. 


Approbation by Convention of Sales, of different pieces of 
ground of the common good. | 
1691. GLAS- | 
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1691. G L. As G O. W. 


Supplication of the Magiſtrates of Glaſgow, repreſenting the 
large debts contracted,” the miſapplication and dilapidation of the 
_ Town's patrimony by former Magiſtrates, and their employing the 

common flock for their own ſiniſtrous endt and uſes, which brought on an 

abſolute neceſſity to ſell a great part F the patrimony of the Borough, and 
therefore craving. the\ Conventions allowance to ell the lands of” Provan, 
and Mw, © e 10 W | 7 


3 
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" . Warrant to ſell Hilton, part of the common good, at "the Gobi 
of two Boroughs, and to apps 8 1 HP . payment of * 
Town's debts. | | 


1704. ABER BROT HI CK. 


N of the Sale of Baddie's Hill to Caprin Smeaton; . 
the en 2 * to the Town' 8 debts. 
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eee by Corinth: on Aide decay of this Borough, to 
feu one part of their mir, and ſet another part thereof in tack 
for twenty-one years, in payment of their debts, at the fight of. 
three Boroughs there mentioned, or any two of _ urs 
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Ratification of a ſale, on 1 By this Do of ſome | 
acres of land; and ruinous houſes; for the payment of à price to 
be applied for payment of the Town's debts, a at was ght om oor 


as * or any two of them. 
EF *** 1720. 
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© Ration of a file 6 of a a 705 of round belonging 1 whe 


Borough. in feu, for pa nt of a feu-duty, e to cher rent, and 
the * to be wre to o the Town! 8 de ts. We nl Fe | 
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Ratification of a fale of a tenement belovging to the Ne 
which paid L. 3 Sterling yearly, rg is now ſold to George Smith, 
merchant there, for 2190 merks Scots, to be applied to the 
Town' 15 debts, at the ſight « of two Boroughs there OT. 
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Approbation of a C ntract py feu of the lands of Eaſter Muir, 
eee to the he ee , Helther feu or pfice ce. 1 1 7 
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On applicatio of Tyr br grough, liberty granted 1 Convention 
to feu a ſmall piece o r Seen of Sang by _ 
rohe the higheſt bidder. _ ict 0 one 4% 
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7 Approbation of feus gratited by this Borough, in 8 

of the abo; aus Ge allowance to Mr Robert Hay, 17 of 

medicine; es. r James Oſwald of, Dinniekier, and Alexander Wil. 
a 


llamſon, Bailie, in Kirkcaldy, for payment of a greater feu tha 
theſe Wk paid. formerly, of rent, beſides a conſiderable ſum of 


W dis: cubes by and attour the feu. 
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Oma 8 of this e warrant grant 8 1 . 
as the beſt advantage, ſuch parts of. their et- e 
ſhould think fir, at the Ee” of * W 
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On applitativi' bf this Bototigh,/ wattart! Fe Commit 160. 


acres oth their common muir, at the fight of the Commiſſioners 
of Dann, and ann 
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of Fs pieces 08 2 groun . to 1275 > which re- 
E was approved of by Convention, and warrant granted to the 


giſtrates of Lochmahen a zug; Gghr of) the Boroughs mention- 5 
ed in the ſaid report, to feu ſuch other pieces of e as they ; 


all Feats I0e e che. ald Borough. | 1 11 
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A petition from Robert Bruce of. Grangemire, aud Robert Ha- 

milton, merchant in Kinghorn, eraving the Conventions ratifica- 
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5 The N es 56 to L. 180, and ihe debt exceeds: 
Soo, though, had the revenue been properly managed, ere 
could not RYE been the leaſt occafion Wor, 2 2 wu Loo 
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1s in Aa: 40 nearly the dinouht r L. 38bG⸗ The Bilge, . 


cannot condeſcend on the particulars, not having acceſs to the 


7 7 The revenue 1 2 near or * 2 = Fond annum. 
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by 


within theſe 25 yeuts. 


© Owes at preſent about L. 3000 Sterling of debt, the whole of 


t contracted within theſe £97 pr and above. two-thirds of it 
| 2 f To * ay 


* Above L. 1000 of this ſum was contrated by building a new 


*albootk; Adjoining'ita;.the property f John Wilſon enior, and 
ſome other rulers of the Council, N improper place, and 


after a very inſufficient plan, eyen contrary to the petitions and 
repreſentations of the Guildry and Incorporations, Who pointed 
out a ſituation, which could have been obtained in the centre of 
the town, where a better houſe wouldthaye been built for half the 
* expence. About IL 200 Was laidiout in-rebuiliding an old houſe, 
which had fallen into the Town's hands in the year 1774, for 
hich noreaſon can be aſſigned: better, than that it was carried in 
the heat of a political conteſt, to de a Job for the Deacon of the 
maſons and wrights. 

The preſent revenue of Pant ubs! is about L. 450 Sterling. 


1 Of this L. 350 ariſes from land- rents and cuſtoms, and upwards 


of IA 1botis Jevied for ceſs, though only L.. 70, 28. is paid to the 


7 Exchequer, when a nine months cels i is laid on by Parliament.“ 
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have been proſecuted for payment of this debt; and the heirs of 
Magiſtrates and Counſellors have been threatened with ſuch pro- 
ſecution. The creditors of the Town are juſt now under agree- 
Ment to eee of L. 4 per ceni. intereſt on , ane 5 


0 ο F IF E. 


« By : an act of Council in 1771, the Town-debt \ was aſcertained 
to be L. 823 Sterling; andalt ough the purchaſe-money of Ruſ 
ſel-mill, paid by Mr Maitland to the Town at that time, exceeded 


© this 1 yet the preſent debt is not leſs than it was then; and 


Ne 3. 6 
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nutes of Council i in AT to * L. IPs 


on the 17th of Auguſt laſt, the Town granted bond to George 
Tod, writer in Edinburgh, their agent, for L. 126: 9: 1 Sterling, 
the amount of his account; ſo that the debt cannot be leſs 
L. goo Sterling. 

© The amount of the Tad e is aſcertained, by the mi- 


Tx #% 
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0 Abe Ry, amount of the panne debt can "aging be ec 

from the records and books of the Borough, which have been de- 
nied to the Burgeſſes. Theſe, however, who are preſently 1 in of- 
fice, acknowledge the public debt to have been at leaſt L. 1700 
Sterling in April laſt. In 1763, at the death of Mr Innes of 
Roſieburn, the public debt amounted. only to L. 20 Sterling; and 
L. 20 Sterling was. lodged in the Town-treaſurer's hands, for the 
. purpoſe of diſcharging that debt at the then firſt term. It may 
be truly ſaid, therefore, that, in the year 1703, the Borough of 
Banff had no debt at all. From that time to the preſent; the re- 
venue of the Borough bas increaſed almoſt one half; from that 
time to the preſent, a very great proportion of the Borough- 
lands has been alienated. During that period, therefore, öne 
© would. have looked for money ſaved, inſtead 215 abe ne 
to the amount of L. 1709 Sterling. i 


. 


But the increaſe of revenue is, by no means, owing ro any: 


c 


merit of the Council in managing the patrimonial eſtate of the 


1. Borough; on the contrary, by e its lands, by ſelling | 


part 
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part even of i its ſtreets, and by yielding up ſeveral of its cis 


and privileges, the Council has taken the moſt effectual ſteps to 


reduce it to a ſtate of poverty, inſignificance and abject dependence. 
© The cauſes of the increaſe of the revenue of this Borough within 


theſe twenty-five years, are the depreciation of money, and the in- 
creaſe of the number of inhabitants: For, notwithſtanding the diſ- 
couragements ariſing from the bad adminiſtration of a bad ſyſtem 


of government, the ſituation of the Borough is ſo favourable for 
trade, that, within the above A perle, the number of 
inhabitants has almoſt doubled. 

* Owing to the firſt of theſe cauſes, a piece of ground, which was 


rented, twenty-five years ago, for 10 8. is rented, at preſent for 
30 8. though! its condition, inſtead of better, is perhaps worſe now 


than it was then; and the increaſe of the number of inhabitants 


has produced a conſiderable riſe in the ſhore-dues, and doubled 


the petty cuſtoms. Had the Burgeſſes acceſs to the Council- 
-books, it would be eaſy to place this matter in its true light, by 
"ſpecifying the ſources of the Borough's revenue, with the pro- 
duce of each, for a conſiderable number of years backward. 

The following imperfect detail may be of ſome uſe: 5 . 
The ſources of the revenue of this Borough are four: mh, | 
Rent of lands and feu-duties ; 2d, Rent of houſes; 34% Petty 
cuſtoms; 4th, Shore-dues. 

+ There is a perſon ſtill living and refiding i in the "RAR Who 
retembers that the petty cuſtoms and ſhore-dites were let to- 
gether for L. 8 Sterling. The fame perſon afterwards had a 
leaſe of the petty cuſtoms for L. 15 per annum; and for the laſt 
twenty- five years, they have been rented at an average for L. 40 


x — per annum. 


The ſhore-dues have penenced a Wert exactly ſimilar.” They 


© are let at preſent for L. 50 Sterling per annum. 


he rent of three houſes belonging to — Borough, is about | 


L. 32 Sterling per annum. 


.C 
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* The rents of lands and feu-duties ach to About 5 2g 92 
Sterling per annum. rr 2 7755 22 the Newlands dnt per. 
* annum, ee : I. 23 
The kk avid hn; E TY #74 
Some acres of Seaton- lands deennted, 1 5 
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ns | Garry f forward," 1 bis 1. 28 
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Brought over, | Lo 33:00 
To0 acres of alienated lands, yielding at an gyerage , | 
© 38. per acre of feu- duty!!! 1 „ 15 0:40 
15 Fen-dvtier pod ed, Lord Fife, for lands and falmon- 1115 
4 1 fiſhing, | Hager aldnms; 1460 102 Ao! 2 
1 Seatondlands fened- off; for the purpoſe of building. 308 215, 
©2 76 houſes, 679 LA « 1. 15 Xi 164] 21139 21451; 32 0 0 
> 329 0%: uns. Une +0 4704s El 5 on 4 al — — — 
955 e e 0. bug ee ee be 414, eh: fi © 
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12 7 To theſs Cay may Abe a 3 L. 10 Sterling per annum, 
* levied on the citizens, over and above. What is neceſſary to de- 
5 fray the ceſs, and the other expences of the ;orgugh, for which 
© the ſtent is impoſetl, this ſurplus being always curnediover to the bo 
. treaſury, and forming an item of the revenue. | 
The whole revenue, therefore, of this Borough, amounts at 
g preſent to about L. 224 Sterling. 

EFrom the above ſtate, it is pu ep to ee, that the Council can 
claim no merit in the increaſe of the Borough's revenue. The 
riſe of the ſhore-dues, and petty. cuſtoms, they could not pre- 
vent; but with regard to the chief ſource, the Borough s eſtate, 
and which it was altogether in their power either to improve 
or to impair, their conduct has been moſt ſhameful. The lands 
which they have alienated. within theſe forty. years, for the 
© trifling: ſum of L. 15 per annum, yield at preſent; of yearly rent, 
_upwards of L. 200. Had theſe lands, as was formerly ob- 
ſerved, been let for a conſiderable term of years, the ſame im- 
provement would have taken place, and they would have been 
the property of the Borough to this day. This is too glaring 
to need any comment. Such groſs abuſe and dilapidation could 
never have exiſted, had Magiſtrates been liable to any con- 
troul, either of the Burgeſſes or of the laws. - Every court 

in Scotland has ſtrongly expreſſed their deteſtation of ſuch 
conduct. What muſt the Britiſh Senate think of it? Will 
they punith abuſe and oppreſſion, . exerciſed in the uttermoſt 
corners of the earth, and een them in their on country? 
: — Surely, not. Ran 99% e 337 l TILE 
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5 is not the Whole of what the Burgeſſes have to lay to the charge 


p of the rulers of this Borough. They have not only committed 
3 this waſte and have got the authority of Parliament for exact- 
© ing tolls at the bridge and ports, and for levying a duty on ale 
* and beer brewed and vended in the Borough, and on ſhips com- 
* ing into the river Nith, and on goods thereby imported and ex- 
© ported, and on all inhabited houſes in the Borough; theſe 


© exactions, amounting | annually to upwards of Li 500; but 


though they have an annual revenue of not leſs than L. 1800, 


* they have contracted debts to che amount of upwards of 


I. 10,0; one penny of which had not been incurred for. ſome 
time after the beginning of the preſent century. 


+6 What excuſe they can give for the Town's 1 — 


gone on the one hand, and heavy impoſts, and a great load of 
debts on the arber, he Burgeſſes cannot ſay.— Perhaps it will 
5 be alleged, the building a church, ſome ſchool, a meal, fleſh 


and ſalt- markets, a court and evincitbouſe; w kiln and fer of 


* mills, Sc. quay, and levelling and cauſeway ing the ſtreets, have 
© beeti the'6ceaGon: If ſuch be the fact, they ought, by exhibit 

ang annually to forme of the communiry, a ſtate of their rebenue 
and expenditure, to ſatisfy the community-of the propriety and 


©. never have done; and if they did, the Burgeſſes cannot perſuadle 


| | 18 themſelves, that theſe improvements could, in the face of ſuch a 


revenue, if duly collected and properly e occaſion either 


| - pn fales} impoſts, or contractions. | {t 
In the mean time „and until the edu be nag the: Bur- | 


60 geſſes mult be allowed to conclude, that peculation has at ſome 
. period taken ace; en the one band; and miſmanagement, ne- 


glect, and. 


es, and unneceſſary” and improper expenditures 


neceſſity of theſe ſales, impoſts, and contractions; but this they 


Pl 
05 bade taken play on tke ther. Peculation may fairly be pre- 


ſumed, where a common good, or any part of it is diminiſhed, 


5 « and the parts which are awanting, found in poſſeſſion of the 
Members for the time, unleſs a juſt cauſe for the demembration, 


AP ene * an Canes * be ſatisfactorily in- 
ſtructed: . 1 


LAN ARE. 


7 .QrE; BO RON GHS. 8 65 


„K M RENE. 


* „Tus Borough of Lanark, is ſuppoſed to be L. 1 300 Sterling in 
debt; by ſome, it is reported to be conſiderably more; the exact 
ſum, however, it is impoſſible to ſay, as that, like all acher mar- 
ters, is only in the knowledge of a few truſty, hands ; there is no 
account, N of that debt e aminimed, even DE the 
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*. Tax. revenues 1 as PORES are very ee 100 
are known to exceed the ſum, of L. 3000 Sterling yearly. The 
exact ſum, however, the Burgeſſes cannot ſpecify; becauſe none 
but the Members of Council, and the Town-clerks, are allowed 
ſo much as to ſee the rental. Applications have been made to 
the Council, for an authenticated rental; but theſe applications, 

though couched in decent; reſpe&ful. Janguage, and ſigned by a 
number of reſpectable Citizens, have been treated with neglect 
and ſilence. The rental, as imperfectly: collected from the 
Town's Tackſinen and others, amounts to L. 4290 Sterling. 

* But, great as the funds are, totally under the management 
| of a ſelf-eleted Council, there are others, not properly belong- 
ing to the community at large, of which the Council alſo: take 

the direction and management. The Guild-corporation have 
about L. 600 Sterling per annum, and Hoſpital as much. No 
the Town- council elect the Dean of Guild and. Counſellors, out 
of their own number, and theſe have the direction of the Guild- 

ry-funds, ſo that, in fact, it may be faid, the Town-council | 
manage the Guildry-funds. 
Lb | © The Hoſpital, till of late years, was totally governed by the 
Council; not, indeed, qua Counſellors, but from the influence 
they obtained by being ſo long in Council. The ruling Coun- 
ſellors, jeafily got themſelves named elders (church-wardens.z) and, 
by taking in low, mean, ſpiritleſs artificers, &c. they ruled in the 
Kirk- ſeſſion with as great a ſway, as in Council itſelf. By theſe 
means, they got the management of the Hoſpital- funds, which, 
till within theſe fifty or ſixty years, were very great; but now. 


by bad ee We! 'reduced to. aye: or * hundred . 
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* It might be expected, that, with ſo great a revenue, the Coun- 
cil would have a rich treaſury ; ; at leaſt, that the Managers of 
the Borough muſt have done much for the conveniency of the in- 
habitants, and greatly beautified and ornamented the place. 
Inſtead, however, of a treaſury, the Counſellors have found 
means to ſpend the yearly: income, and to burden the commu- 
nity with a debt of between eigbteen and twenty thouſand pounds 
Sterling, all within theſe twenty or twenty-five years. They 
are daily going deeper, and ready to treat with a lender at any 
time; and if things go on thirty or forty years as they have 
done, the great revenue, it is feared, will not ſave the commu- 
nity from abſolute bankruptcy. : 
* The Town-councils have not only the abſolute management 
of the funds, but the diſpoſal of all places and offices within 
the Town. The perſons they appoint, have no dependence upon 
the inhabitants at large, are often found to behave with all the 
inſolence of office, without the e to 22555 them.“ | { 
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Ts. «© Wrrnn theſes ehirey-fix years, the Town's debt Fri neatly 
doubled; at this day, it amounts to more than L. 4000, of 
8 * which, from L. 1 100 to L. 1 00, has been contracted within a 
A period of eighteen! years 5 | 
The Town's revenue, ariſing. from lands, feu. duty, and reinds, 
© about L. 550. 
 *© The harbour, two years ago, bucks not a penny more than 
7 kept its works in repair; but, by a new management; forced up- 
© on the Magiftrates by the Bargeſſs, it has a: L. Tons clear 
70 all expences. 
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Ml Aves the Town 80 Wonds⸗ had deen alienated; : it e a 
practice to borrow: money, and which was oontinued while the 
© Town retained the leaſt ſfradow of credit, until about ten years 
* ago, when the Trades, without whoſe concurrence; che Council 
© cannot borrow money, with-held joining their ſecurities further 
© with the Town-council, and which had left the revenue 
© ina ſtate of — . 

| ; Since 
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© Since that period, ſome of theſe abuſes have been corrected, 
and the revenue, greatly advanced, partly -owing to thoſe in 
office attending better to the Town's buſineſs, but principally 
from the trade of the Borough, and agriculture in the neigh-- 

* bourhood, having made-rapid progreſs, by. which many; brapghes 
of the revenue have been much increaſed. 

© The Dean of Guild. is. choſen by the Town-coubcil, and i 1s 
one of their number; the funds of the Guildry are under 
their management; theſe are not applied to the purpoſes of the 

Guildry, but borrowed by the Town-council,. and thrown. into 
the general maſs. This is alſo the caſe, with the other funds 
appropriated for particular purpoſes. The annual revenue of 
the Town at Martinmas 1786, was L. 1793, and the Town' 8 
debts amount to about L. 8000 Sterling. 
© The funds of the Guildry, if well managed, might b been 
very great. At preſent, they only amount to L. 80 per annum 3 
and although it is conſidered ſolely. as a charitable fund, there 
is not annually paid out of that fund in charity more than 1125 
L. 12 to L. I 14. 1 

The funds of an bafgttl. Ends: for the benefit of poor 

© freemen, are alſo under the management of the Council; the 
„annual amount is L. 320. 

The funds of the kirk-fabrick, ariſing from ſeat-rents, E 10a 
burdened with part of miniſters. ſtipends, repairs of the church- 
es, fc. are alſo under their direction, the annual receipt where-- 
of is about L. 400. The Town-couneil have thus: Agee Mw" | 

"GFR an en u of about . „ 3d 
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8122 In ane to W query relpecling Ys ann 3 * 
the Borough, we are to remark, that notwithſtanding, the greqt- 0 
© eſt part of the lands that belonged to it have, from bad ma- 
nagement, been ſold, and otherwiſe alienated, there does. {fill 
remain a yearly income of about two hund red pounds Sterling, 

one hundred of which is. ſufficient for defra ie e yk e : 
expence, conſequently there ought to be a ſaving of another 
hundred; notwithſtanding which, it is but too e that the 
© Town is FO in debt. | 
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The amount of the common good or patrimony of the Bo- 
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+ tame 1788, was L. 553 10x 5 Sterling, and the ordinary ex- 
penditure of the Borough is L. 392: 4: 3. 
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© about L. 8r, 10 8. Sterling. Prior to the year 1760, the reve- 
nue was only about L. 15 Sterling yearly, and they owed at 
that period about L. 50 Sterling only. In the year 1770, the 
revenue increaſed to about L. 54 per annum, When it is reported 
their debts alſa increaſed to about L. 300 Sterling. In 1778, the 
<. revenues amounted to the preſent income; and what is exceed- 
© ingly alarming, fince that period, and particularly within theſe 
* af five years, the debts of this community have ſwelled to upwards 
of L. 1300 Sterling. How the preſent ſet of Counſellors can 
© account for this, it is impoſſible to learn. The inhabitants have 
more than once, within theſe few years, made a requiſition to 
know, to no purpoſe. To no public good has that!money been 
applied; on the (contrary, it is believed, and may with confi- 
* dence be affirmed, it has been proſtituted to the worſt of pur- 


_ © poſes, in drinking, and in paying large ſums, which they were 


* compelled by law to pay, in conſequence of their mal-admini- 
* tration in office. If matters are permitted to continue in the 
< preſent courſe of management, additional taxes muſt be levied 
« for inftant fapply, "and the property of the Burgeſſes muſt, in 
* the end, be affefted For the TT COR TON vs 
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| © When the revenue of the Town was not above two-thirds of 

© its preſent value, the ſtreets were lighted with lamps; but this 

practice has been diſcontinued for at leaſt twenty years, with- 

out any reaſon being aſſigned . 

„ Owjng to the negle& of the Magiſtracy, the Town is very 
© badly ſu plied. 10 Q 7% 32.5 - 

« tion of. TOS only admits of, are not made deep endugh 


IS 


© ſurrounding the wells, are in fo ruinous a condition? at Ac 


with water, as the draw-wells, which che ſitua- 


Hinka 4. 
Of general 


inſt Qi 7 5 


to allow a ſufficiency of water to the inhabitants. Even the Walls 


7 cidents frequently happen by that means, and a child Wits Tately - 
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nſtance. 
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The Magiſtrates and Council have, in the courſe of this ſum- 
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© mer, been buſying their heads in a plan and ergction of an ac. 


* ſembly-hall, when the inhabitants have literally been” ffärying 


for water. They prefer elegance to convenience, and think 


© nothing of throwing out three or four hundred pounds for a 


while, at the ſame time, they force the inhabitants to hunt up 
and down the country for that ſupply of water, which a much 
leſs ſum would amply. afford them; and, what will ſcarcely 


m „ „ ® «a 6A 


1 public roup the public meal- market of the Borough, in order 


to afford ways and means for the erection of this embly-hall, 


or ſome other purpoſe equally uſeleſꝭ to the community. 
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building of no utility, and for which there is no neceſſity, 


be credited, its only the other day that the Magiſtrates fold by 


our 


7 * by, night and day, It is even dangerobs to 
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3 is appears, AJ the revenue of Brechin ! is not 6 3 
put to what purpoſe is it applied? There are no public wo rks, 


: *ither of ornament or ütility. Lis true, of late, water "Bk 
been brought into Town, and the ftreets paved; but the water 


% brought in almoſt wholly at the expence of Lord Panmure, | 
* and at preſent the inhabitants are aſſeſſed for keeping wells 


© and fountains in repair. They were alſo aſſeſſed nearly 1 in 

. ore the ſtreets ere r aired. | 
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7 Many hens are made eohclinityy the want ar: relle; the 

© ſtreets are che common receptacles of all carts and carriages, both 
0 along the ſtreets 
kb at night, left the paſſengers legs ſhould be broken upon the fHafts 
701 a Fart, and the want of cleanlineſs 1s proverbial. There ha 
© water brought into the Town about - 24 years ago; but the Fopp! 


= 


is ſo ſcanty, that the inhabitants feel great want for four or 


months every year. A plan and eſtimate of bringing in an eee | 


al ſupply was laid before the Town-council three years ago, not on- 


© ly: ſpecifying the necefſary expence, but the manner in which it 
e be raiſed by the inhabitants, without bringing the Town- 
* council to lay ou out one ſhilling of the public ' funds, farther than 


* to interfere With their credit Ty this "has been He oy over- 
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wy ©; The e orf Nechay wohnen wire" bed wal . | 
with * ſtones. ' About 20 years ago, a new ſet of Magiſtrates 


by thought proper to take up the ſtones, and cover the ſtreets with 
fand, which, by the frequency of carts, is kept a continual pud- 


dle, only x few months in dry weather excepted. The inhabi- 


. ©" rants. have been put to much inconvenience and expence for want 


of water, on account that the ſtream which ſupplied a corn-mill 


bd Has been diverted to cher channel, to ſerve a cotton ſpinning 
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demi and were n wells by: convtibudien;/agd get 1 
malt um from the Boroughlre venue eu defray part of the le- 
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2 Before 6 year 1 1 ha 633 3 not been china by or- 


der of the Magiſtrates, for time immemoxial. This office was left to 
Ide performed by the rains, of Heaven, unleſs when any.indixidual, 
for his own private emolument, as temꝑted to remove part 
* the dung and dirt, where: it happened to be accumulated 1 In extra- 
+ ordinary quantities. Z id e avs, ideal p 1 201 292 
© Before the year 1784, there were in this or 
* fountains or pipes, as they are vulgarly call 
ſhabby ones; and before the year 1765, there never was fuck” a 
thing as a public lamp. 


This is the Sort ertriordinsty, As the expence of cheſe princi- 


pal objects of police is not defrayed out of the Borough's revenue. 


The inhabitants are taxed to the full amount, nay, to more than 


the amount of this expence, and the ſurplus is turned over to the 


* Town Treaſury, and becomes an article of the Borough's revenue... | 


0 The ſtreet called Bridge-ſtreet, lay unpaved: for upwards of a 


2 G6 36 of years, notwithſtanding the warm and repeated rœmon- 


ſtrances of thoſe who had dwellings and heritages in it. This 
| „as * very great grievance to botk, chiefly! for two reaſons . In 
© the firſt place, the garden on which it ſtands being of an extraor- 
TY dinary depth of ſdil, not Teſs than ſix feet, when the weather was 


in the leaſt rainy, the ſtreet was a perfect bogg,! and the dwel- 


lers in it had to wade through the mire into their hduſes“ The 
ſhop- Keepers ſuſtained à very heavy loſs; as their cuſtomers ſor- 
ſook an when the rains came on, and the houſes were cunſi- 
derably damaged by the ſtagnation and finking of the Mater. In 
tlie ſecond place, the beritors and dwellers in this ſtreet were 
ſtented for paving and repairitig the ſtreets, as highly as the other 

Fr „ inhabirants/of!: the Town. Let though all the otheriſtreets:/had 
I been paved long before, the money levied: under (the name of 


— 


5 2 ſtreetrmibney was employed in repairing fuch portiamm afl Hiffer- 


dent ſtreets as were contigupus to the dwellings: 7 
jn the Council; and when Bridge: ſtreet was paved at laſt (about 


two 7227 380); i was done chiefly at the etpence of thuſe h 
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to that Magiſtrate again händ, William Ruſſel for having ſold in 
| 2 His on houſe to Nr Maſon, merchane.n Aga hae: bolls; of 


- 
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„ 1dwhlt and had bonſes in A 4ogmther. with hat they could col 
F le time hat Bridge: ſtreet lay 
* in this condition, little different from a public nuiſance, there 

* was nota * merchant or heritor 1 in it in the Town-council.” 
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rind that ſeerns never to have been'thought of by che Town- 
council. No Town in Scotland had better opportunities of excellent 
water than this, and yet none has worſe water for family-uſe z'and 


even what the inhabitants have, was Fes oh in,” not by the Funds 


of the "community, Poon * 507 910 
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„ Phbinkigaces of: rs Son e Wa the © Magidentes of 
Boroughs in Scotland, arc ſo numerous, chat were they to be 


Royal ä 
duſcribed at length; they would fill a volume! The following tranſ- 


Alion, which larcly: er cio Bavongh: ef Elgin, may ſuffice 
as an example : 

William Ruſſel is a young man of geod: gp YE ſober. nod : 
A ane ces ſon; of John Ruſſel, a Burgeſa and inhabitant of the 
o "Town of Elgin. On the 29th.of February, about 4 o'clock in the 


+; afternoon; when returning with his horſes from plawing his farm, 


che vn met by: James Shaw, one ef the Tewn- officers, who. told 
with him te Bathe: Alezander Cohban, 
nas the Collecton of the Town cuſtoms had made a verbal complaint 


e eee Ut SH PO 
e e Raste, who 
a e they hac no right to exact cuſtom (from an 
+. 3nhabitant of the Town paying ſcot and lot, and other public 
burdens) for meal the produce of Borough lands, of his on 


=. Farm, and. ſold in his own. Houſe to an inhabitant of the Town. 
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Though not a little ſurpriſed, therefore, at what he had heard, 
he, nevertheleſs, with great temper, and'in the moſt civil manner, 
as the officer does acknowledge; did aſſure him he would follow 
him to the Bailie, as ſoon as he had'cared for his horſes, and ta- 
ken ſome little refreſhment to himſelf. | © 
The poor man had hardly fat down to his dinner, when the officer; 
accompanied with another, returned, and gave him to know; that 
he muſt that moment go along with them to the Bailie; for ſuch 
were the orders they had received. The ſummons was inſtantly 
obeyed, he laid down his ſpoon, left his dinner, and ſer out with 
the officers to a public houſe, where his worſhip ſat recreating him- 
ſelf. Without one ſingle queſtion' aſked, and with as few an- 
ſwered, our judge was graciouſly pleaſed, after going through the 
ceremony of ſufficiently knitting his brows, ſternly to order the 
officers to cool the man's feet for that night in the lolbool b. Such 
were his worſhip's words; ſuch was his ſtern decree! + | 
The poor man was confounded, and it was ſome little time be- 
fore he could recover from the effe& of this ſevere ſentence. At 
length he broke ſilence, and earneſtly entreated his then inexor- 
able Judge, to condeſcend to ſay of what crime he had been guil- 
ty, that merited ſuch a puniſhment, - The judge did not ee to 
anſwer; and the man was dragged to priſon 
WR priſoner's” friends now thought it high time to take che 
þ advice of a lawyer, and he gave it as his opinion; that he ought 
to remain in priſon, till liberated in courſe of law. Bailie Cob- 
pan having got information of this, ſent ſome of his emiſſaries to 
the priſon, Who gave him to underſtand, that he might, if he 
© choſe, liberate himſelf that night at 8 © clock, and no queſtions | 
* ſhould be aſked." But to this mode of libevadeth he was not in⸗ 
© clined. Next forenoon Mr Patrick Puff, one of the Townlclerks, 
* a young gentleman of right promiſing parts, and a laudable ſhare 
of a certain kind of addreſs, was pleaſed, in a very friendly man- 
* ner, to call upon William Ruſſel, though unacquainted with him, 
* and to offer, as he ſaid, through pure friendſhip, many very co- 
gent arguments, tending to evince the propriety of his breaking 
from his confinement. Indeed Mr Duff almoſt exhauſted his 
© whole ſtock, of both rhetoric and logic, i in ee eee to PIR 
© to the priſoner that he ought to run away 
Moſt unluckily, however, thoſe friendly, and without doubt, well. 
meant arguments, happened to be of a kind too fine to make any 
* impreſſion on this plain blunt farmer. Mr Duff, ſeeing that the 
1 man was determined not to break priſon, was next ſo good, as 
"11 T deln | 
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g defire he HHH take a walk with him, as he ſaid, to take the "at 
* vice of a perſon, whoſe tenant William Ruſſel was, and in whom, 
© he well knew, Ruſſel put much confidence, aſſuring him, at the 
* ſame time, he might have free acceſs again to his lodging in the 
tolbooth whenever he pleaſed. To this the priſoner anſwered, He 
was much obliged to the clerk, but there was not the leaſt occa- 
fion for his calling on the perſon alluded to, as he was ſure he 
would not fail to call on him according to his promiſe, and that 
he expected him in the afternoon, together. with a gentleman, of 
the law, in order to take the neceſſary ſteps for procuring him re- 
dreſs, for his loſs of liberty. Mr Duff then thought, proper to 
take leave of the priſoner, but not before he had given orders to 
* the jailor, to lock the door, lying betwixt the cells and the court- 
7M houſe, where they. then ſtood, and to take care, that William 
© Ruſſel ſhould get no accels to the cells. In ſome little time after 
* Mr Duff 's departure, one of the officers had orders to conduct 
the priſoner into the council- chamber, where ſome of the gen- 
tlemen Magiſtrates and Counſellors had aſſembled; on his enter- 
ing the room, Bailie Alexander Cobban, with much condeſcenſion, 
7 „ laying aſide his ſtern Countenance of the former day, and relax- 
* ing his features, with leave, be it ſpoken, into a mo een 
to fay, idiotical ſimper, thus gently beſpoke his priſoner, Come | 
aua William man, — Fu are ye the day William; Fot for gued ne ye 
© out the flreen man, fun I ordered ye? William replied, He was afraid, 
* his honour had been tog raſh in impriſoning him, and beggd 
to know on what account he had been impriſoned ? Fo this the 
judge rejoined, [was m Halen, William, fan I order'd ye. to be pulten 
2 Abe tobeith yeſlerday: But now J order 3e to gang out about your 22 
. nel; ſae gang awa, fur gin ye Ainng, Ie gar tbe town-officers trail ye 
ul. Bailie Hay now told the priſoner, that che Magiſtrates would 
pay him genteelly for his loſs of time, and entreated him to leave 
© the priſon... This, however, he refuſed, till he ſhould receive a 
COPY. of his nit nent, and d W he me n Aagerrgra- 5 
885 g ted. 1 2 
The Magiſtrates hes e . the . LS in he Coun- 
eil. chamber, and ſoon after Eng Bailie Alexander. Brander to en- 
5 „ deavour to work upon his fears, by aſſuring him, chat if he did 
not leave the priſon, he might lay his account with falling under 
the heavy diſpleaſure of the Magiſtrates, adding, that a poor man 
„like him, was: very wrong, if he thought, that he could cope with 
© the Town of Elgin at the law. The priſoner, nevertheleſs, kept 


: hie ore and remained i in fegen Gare till about ſeven at 
* night, 
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* night, when Bailie Cobban made good his promiſe, and had him 
literally trailed out of priſon by two town-officers, and that with- _ | 1 

* out his having ever been ſerved with a copy of his commitment. 2 
It is true, that an offence of this nature, is ſubje& to the cogni- 4 
ſance of the courts of law; but the Magiſtrates are in general care- _ | = 
ful to exert their authority over perſons, whoſe ſituation and cir- _ © 
cumſtances do not afford them an eafy opportunity of obtaining. - 
that redreſs, and it is obviouſly difficult for a poor man, at his own, | 
expence, to enter the liſts with gentlemen in power, who defend. 
themſelves at the expence of the public funds of the Borough. 
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The Burgeſſes required from the.Town-clerk, a copy of the ſtent- Heav 6. 

roll, and an account'of the ſum paid into Exchequer, but were re- ab ea „„ 
ä | 4 $4 | uctions.. | £ 

fuſed, as appears by the proteſt formerly mentioned. But the re- 
port ſtates, that a confiderable ſum is levied above what is paid in- 
to Exchequer, OE oe 

As to burgal taxes, it is ſtated, that the Magiſtrates and other 
leaders of Council, contrary to the inclination of the Burgeſſes, have 
raiſed the dues of admiſſion to the freedom of Borough : The 
dues of Guild, from L. 20 Scots to L. 96; that of Burgeſſes from 


20 merks Scots to L. 3 Sterling. 
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The ſtent- roll is not proportioned every year, but only When 
the Magiſtrates incline, perhaps once in ſeven or ten years, which 
creates an evident inequality, as it falls upon trade, which may, 
to one man, be conſiderable this year, and inſignificant next; 
and of this inequality the Burgeſſes compain.—Some years there T6 
is an overplus of L. 3, or L. 4, more than is paid into Exchequer; 
© how that is diſpoſed of, the Burgeſſes know not, and are told bj 
the Magiſtrates, they have nothing to do with it, as they and the 
*©Council are the ſole directors and proprietors of all the revenue 
Sof the Town, and that they will do and act in all theſe matters 
* as they pleaſe.” | | 
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The committee of 1 loſs in what manner to 
mention the ſituation of the inhabitants with regard to ceſs. 
Let not the enormity of the fact prevent it from being believed. 
The amount of ceſs paid into Exchequer by the Borough of Bre- 
chin, does not exceed L. 40. The ſum levied on the inhabitants 
is.not leſs than L. 80. The truth of this matter the Committee 
pledge themſelves to prove by the Receiver-General's receipt, 
and the ſtent- book. | 


A «a 6 


ARBROATH 


States in general, that near double the ſum is levied in name of 
ceſs that is paid into the Exchequer, and the old proprietors com- 
plain of the following grievance. The whole of the buildings erec- 
ted on lands lately feued from the Town, are exempted from ceſs ; ; 
whereas, if old and new, paid equally, the increaſe of the Town 

would ſo _ or $320 ee inhabitants. 2 N 


; 


© There is levied in name of ceſs my . e 0 
Paid into the Exchequer, U. 9 9 4 5 
75 Fam Tc: R863; om 12 2 


Annual overcharge, L. 2 7 7 9592 


DUNFERMLINE. 


id Z 


s Upwards of L. 100 is rela "IT the inhabitants for ceſs, from 


trade and property, and the ceſs paid by the Borough, is L. 70 2 8. 
when 2 nine months ceſs is impoſed by Parliament.“ 


B AN + 76" 1 
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With regard to the frent, the conduct of che Council muſt be 
highly reprehenſible. For although there be nearly twice as 
many * at preſent i in the Borough, as den were 25 or 


% 
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30 years ago, and although, during the laſt 25 or 30 years; the 
revenue of the Borough has, owing to the cauſes already men- 
tioned, been confiderably higher than it was for many years 
preceding that period; yet the ent paid by each. inhabitant 
is as high at preſent as in any former year. This is the 
more grievous, as the ſum to be raiſed by ſtent ought to 
be little greater now than it was 25 years ago. For though, 
ſince the commencement of that period, the Borough has 
greatly increaſed in number of inhabitants, it has extend- 
ed its limits but very little. Its ſtreets, water, lamps, Ge. 
are nearly in the ſame condition, and muſt be attended with 
nearly the ſame expence. But the ſame ſum falling upon a 
double number of inhabitants, ſhould leſſen the ſtent on each 
by one half. The increaſe of the Borough's revenue, and of the 
number of its inhabitants, has produced quite contrary effects, 
to what one would have looked for. Inſtead of lowering the 
ſtent, and ſaving money, it has raiſed the ſtent and contracted. 
debt. 

The evil of exacting greater ſums, in name of ceſs, chan are 
paid i into Exchequer, do exiſt in this borough. Of this a Mem- 
ber of the Committee had certain knowledge when he was 
© Treaſurer.g For the taxes levied by, the Magiſtrates on the 


a 6 


_ © Burgeſſes, were more than efficient, and the ſurplus, inſtead of 


« being, placed to the credit of the ceſs and ſtent account for the 
: following year, was turned over to the Treaſury, and formed 
part of the revenue. This ſurplus is ſtated at L. 10 per annum. 
But there is too great reaſon to believe, that, for many years 
* paſt, it has been more than double that ſum... _ -. 
© The great inlets to illegal exaction in this way are theſe two: 
, The power of with-holding. the public accounts from the in- 
* ſpection and examination of the Burgeſſes, The Burgeſſes are 
informed by the Magiſtrates, that certain. ſums have been ex- 


. 2 But no particular ſtate is ſhewn, no minute detail of 


* expences. A few ſums are mentioned in the lump. The Bur- 
c © ceſſes know not, whether half theſe ſums are neceſſary. 
1 But the Magiſtrates are under no controul. aaly, The blend- 

ing together the ceſs and ſtent, and the ſecret manner in which 
« the Proportion or quantity of tax, to be levied on each indivi- 
© dual Burgeſs, is aſcertained and determined. The Town's Col- 
« lector preſents the Burgeſſes with accounts, laune. in general, 
x; a, Certain, ſam in. name of ſtent for trade. 
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274 Moi this ſam. includes the vratiartion afligned. by the Ma- 
giſtrates of the king's ceſs, and of the expence of the Bo- 
* rough's police. If a perſon is overcharged, he cannot know 
* whether it be in the proportion of ceſs, or of the expence of 

police; nor can he know whether he be overcharged at all. 
For no body is privy to the proportioning of the tax but the 
* Magiftrates. They never explain to the Burgeſſes the rule by 


which the quantity of tax, levied on each individual, is deter- 


1 „ mined. Never is there laid before the Burgeſſes a liſt of the 
rfans-taxed with the ſums levied on each. But if an indivi- 
val ſuſpect that he is overcharged, and refuſe to pay the ac- 

count preſented by the Collector, his effects are inſtantly poind- 

ed. If he appeal to the laws, it is at his own . pct] While 


_ © the Magiſtrates employ the public money. 


. 


9 There is in this Borough what 1s called a Michaelmas Head- 
court. The conſtitution of this Head- court, ſeems to be exactly 
the ſame with that of Aberdeen; but the rights and privileges 
of the Burgeſſes are more trampled on. At Aberdeen the time 
* of holding the Head court is as fixed and invariable, as that of 
< electing the Magiſtrates. But the Head- court of this Borough is 


held when the Magiſtrates find it convenient, that is, when theſe 


* perſons, who would find fault with their conduct, are prevented 
© from attending, either By fickneſs or buſineſs. The time of 
. holding the Head-court is intimated by the rown-drummer, and 
© the intimation is commonly ſubjoined to ſome trifling advertife- 
ment, in order to eſcape notice as much as poffible. This time is 
< often fixed, not-at a certain hour, but between certain hours, and 
the buſineſs is tranſacted by the Council before the Burgeſſes ar- 
rive. When the time appointed is a certain hour, the ſame 
is „ thing. is brought about by accelerating the town- clock. It 
is ſurprifing that ſo much trick ſhould be employed, when the 
only purpoſe for which the Bargoflcs are is to hear 
the public accounts read over. 
© Owing to this Head- court, it woos 30 extremely difficult, 
even with acceſs to the public records, to bring home to the Coun- 
* ct} 3 groſd inſtances of illegal exaction, of which they have 
deen gnilty. - This may feem ftrange ; but ſuch is the corruption 
of the ſyſtem of Borough government, that theſe inſtitutions, 
© which were intended as a check on the conduct of Magiſtrates, | 
have become a cloak to every ſpecies of mal-adminiftration. 11 
any tax is objected to as an illegal exaction, the Magiſtrates 
* the objection by maintaining, chat it was impoſed by the 
| * authority 
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authority of a Head- court but thi authority of the Head-court 


to attend, but it is only to bear the public accounts for the cur- 
rent year read over, or rather a liſt of the titles of theſe accounts. 
The Burgeſſes are not allowed to examine theſe accoumm . They 


expenditure of its revenue, or of the money levied from them- 
ſelves, for the maintenance of its police. Like the cyphers in 
arithmetic, they are mere nothings of themſelves, but ſerve to 
give a value to the ſignificant figures (fo the Council may ſtyle 


more ridiculous. figure than that of a Burgeſs at 4 Head-eurt, it 
left to themſel ves; and ſurely, if they alone formed the Head- 


they form it when the other Burgeſſes ceaſed to attend. In both 
ſituations, ſuſtaining themſelves the excluſive and uncontrolled 
adminiſtrators of all the public cancers of the Borough, they 
alienated not only its lands, but, ſtrange to tell! ! even its ſtreets. 


theſe objects, and impoſed. taxes for making good tiieir grams; 
A Head-court, therefore, ſo conſtituted, is the greateſt political 
evil with which a Borough can be afflicted. Without it, were the 
Council to. impoſe any tax unauthoriſed by Parliament, they 
could be brought to account 3 but with a Head:courr, they prac- 
tiſe the moſt. oppreſſive and moſt unconſtitutional-meatures, with 
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fance to law and juſtice.” 3 


A B E R D E E N. 


The Magiſtrates and Council have, during only , A, ſpace of fix .. 


years, levied; under the name of ceſs or  land-tax; more than 


L. 1000 Sterling, above what was truly due, or paid into the 


Exchequer, befides the expence of collection; and according 


to a calculation made of fimilar illegal exactions on the ſame _ 
account in Aberdeen, from the time of the Union downwards, Tr 
they were found to amount, including in intereſt, to the enormous 


mo of L, 441000 Sterling? 


. The- 


is nothing elſe than the authority of the Council, or rather of the 8 
Ruler for the time being. The Burgeſſes are indeed ſummoned 


have no voice in the management of the Borough's eſtate, i in the 


themſelves) after which they are placed. As there cannot bea 
is not ſurpriſing that every body avoided it: The Council were 


court, when the other Burgeſſes were preſent, much mere did 


They contracted debt; undertook public works, created! finecure 
and other, offices, granted money for defraying the expences of 


impunity. . It is a ſtrong hold, N 1 retire and bid de- 
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<3 160 nt 10 44 ++ <7 J. „ 4 IS 22 
be mode of levying the Town-ceſs, has of long been com- 
* plained of, without any proſpect of redreſs. What is ſtented 


_ © upon trade, is aſſeſſed upon individuals, by twelve aſſeſſors yearly, 


named by the rulers in Council; but the ceſs is left to the Town- 
* clerk,-to collect in the way he thinks fit. The reſult is, that, 


_© though within theſe twenty years, the Town is perhaps a fourth 
larger than it was, and near a third of the old houſes new built; 


and although the ceſs is demanded for every new houſe, as it is 
* built, yet the former ceſs on old houſes is the ſame, ſo that there 


© muſt be now collected more than was formerly, and much more 


than the Town contributes to Government. This is owing to the 
* ceſs not being aſſeſſed in the way the ſtent is; but even the ſtent 
is not properly done; for the Council, or their clerk; name the 
aſſeſſors; and they take care to name ſuch only, as will do as 
— / d ĩͤ ons mot 7 03s 
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The Committee of this Borough ſtate, That the ceſs paid into 


the Exchequer, is about L. 43 Sterling; but the Council thought 


” 0 7 » * * my * Þ * 1 8 9 * 
proper to lay L. go Sterling on the inhabitants for it. 
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| © Many inſtances could be addyced of the public money being 


ths 7 by jobs to Deacons, a few of Which ſhall be men- 


n 


« ftreet ; but the plan being changed to one ſtory, the flame men 
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3 The report ſtates alfo the 


JogbIN G THE TUBEIG WORKS, Ve. Br 
A new houſe built by the Town in 37,74, was fixed by 


finiſhed by the undertakers, at an expenee to the puhlie of 


above L. 200 Sterling. FC ISS FEES . 
* About the year 1771, the Deacon of the Bakers wanted ſome 


a few years, quite loſt. 7% ode tn tire + 
© When the new ſtreet from the Nether: Town was to be laid, 
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to ruin, though not above ten years ſince laid. 
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In the year 1760, the Council, by a minute, granted to Alex- 
ander Black, late writer in Cupar, the ſum of L. 4r Ster- 
_ © ling, for his expence incurred in a plea reſpecting the clerk- 
© ſhip; a plea which was entirely for the beneſit of N Black, 
© and in which the Town had no concern 12 NOTE 


The Council, by a minute granted an allowance to Mr Thom.” 


* ſon, a late Magiſtrate of Cupar, of the fum of L. 42 Sterling, 


being ten years diſcount of his feu-duty of eighty-four acres' 


© of the Town's n %% ( 
5 following miſapplication of funds: 
The Council granted a ſum of L. 45 Sterling to Mr Carſtairs, 
for the expence incurred in his plea reſpecting the clerkſhip. 
This plea originated from Mr William Robertſon, late clerk, 
_ © having obtained an act of Council, which appointed and ſettled 
| © his ſon Thomas to be his aſſiſtant and ſueceſſor in office. Upon 
this, the friends of Mr Carſtairs, leaders in the Council, reſolv- 
ed on a proceſs of reduction of the ſaid election, without the 
authority of Council. W rien was carried on for ſome 
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time 
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© time with great ardor and keenneſs. Mr Robertſon the father, 
dies the beginning of April 1783, an interim clerk is appointed, 
© the proceſs ſtill depending, and terminated by the death of Tho- 
© mas Robertſon the ſon in March eren and Mr Carftairs 1 1s af- 

© terwards*ele&ed clerk. 

© Mr Carſtairs and his friends hve not had the courage openly 
© to apply to the Council, for the above ſpecified ' expence, but 
had the art of engroſſing it in Mr Tod's account, formerly men- 
=>. * tioned, produced to the Council in April laſt. The account 

was not read, but handed about to a number of the Members 
5 7 Council ; and of theſe ſeveral do affirm; that the above men- 
tioned expence is one of the ſpecial articles of ſaid account.” 


LEE . 
S 8 ; « 
—— > £4 


. x . ol * * * » : , : a 1 , ; 
| + 5 a 4 5 ? { : ; » { ' 3 =" ' ; ? * * 
1 * 1 17 = G & 1 1 + > 4 # 7 4 2 & 4 4 FA” 144 * 2 5 | * N * 8 3 
2 4 


. 1715 


e e. > UN B A R T 0 N. 


7 43 * 


7 ; * ” 
N * 


; The report 1555 That he revenues . nee mimpplied. | 
© The accounts produced in Exchequer in the queſtion betwixt 
the Magiſtrates and the Burgeſſes, do inſtruc, that a ſum, cal- 
* culating at compound intereſt, has been ſpent in eating and 
< drinking, within the laſt twenty years, mr the amount of 5 

the preſent debt of the Borough. 1 

A few years ago, the Magiſtrates. ofithe ennie allowed 

A tbeir Treaſurer to elope and leave the country, without any 
ſettlement with him, although he had been Treaſurer for five 
7 ſucceſſive years,.and the accounts for all theſe years remained- 

* pnſettled at the time of his elopement. By this groſs malver- 
ſation, the community loſt about L. 300 Sterling, no part of 
* which they will ever be able to recover. 

During: the period of this ſame Treaſurer's acting, be 1 
ed the cels of the! Borough-to- run very: conſiderably, im arrear, 
and it was not paid up till after his elopement, when a party of 
the militaryiwere ſent to quarter upon the inhabitants, to their 
great oppreſſion, for the ſpace of ten days, and the erpenes of 
c the party coſt the Borongh about L. 14 Sterling. 

After the elopement of the Treaſurer, the Magiſtrates creat- 

© ed a new office, called à Collector, and conferred it on the 
< Town-clerk. It vas underſtood in general, and given out 
py the | Magiſtrates; that the Collector was to act gratis, until 
the funds of the community ſhould be able to afford him a 

: ſalary. His account ran on e for two or three Tours: 5 
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but inſtead of his acting gratis, no leſs was ſtated, and allow- 
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AND OTHER MISAPPLICATIONS, . 33 


ed him, than L. 100 Scots per annum, from the period of his 

being appointed, to the office; and this ſame gentleman was 

allowed L. 10 Sterling for, arranging the accounts of the Trea- 
ſurer, who had eloped. _ 5 


1 0 


In this conduct, very great miſapplication appears for, till 


the Town-clerk was appointed Collector, the office of Treaſu- 


rer was exerciſed at a very inconſiderable expence to the Bo- 
rough, and indeed no more was ever paid, till of late years, 
than a ſmall conſideration for pen, ink, and paper. Every 
Burgeſs thought it his duty to hold the office, and at this mo- 
ment many reſpectable Burgeſſes are willing to hold it for no 
greater a reward. In the ec place, had the Magiſtrates ſet- 
tled with their Treaſurer annually, as they onght to have done, 
the L. 10 paid to the Clerk for arranging his accounts, would> 


have been ſaved, as well as the ſum loſt by his elopement.“ 


R 


The report ſtates, that this Borough has no monęy to ſpend, 
having no revenue, except a trifle from the harbour, and the. 


ſurplus of what is received for ceſs, all the lands being gone, 


conſequently there is no jobbing or public works, except re- 
pairing and enlarging the harbour. © © 

About the year 1780, or 1781, the Town-clerk wiſhed to be. 
made convenient, by having a writing office built for him, and 
had influence enough with the Earl of Bute's. manager, to ap- 


« 


ply to the Truſtees on the forfeited eſtates, who refuſed to grant a. 


ſum for that purpoſe, | A ſecond: trial was made in name of the. 


a clerk's office on the Earl's ground, and afterwards paid for re- 
pairs and alterations of this office, a conſiderable ſum from the 
Borough-revenue. This tranſaGtion-ſtands on record.“ 
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On this head, the Burgeſſes have great reaſon to complain. 


harbour, which ſucceeded, and L. 420 was granted. Unluckily. 
for the Borough, one man was Provoſt and factor, and, in place. 
of applying the whole ſum to the harbour, took L. 120 to build. 


They have repeatedly requeſted to ſee the books kept, of the. 


* 


management of the Town's buſineſs ; after much delay, they | 


gat 


4 
p_— 


4” 
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got a ſight of one book, in which there did not appear any un- 
neceſſary waſte of the Town's revenues by the Magiſtrates; but 
there is much loft by not duly collecting its revenues and rents, 

and in not recovering money from cautioners. This may poſ- 
© fibly amount to ſeveral hundred pounds Sterling; and the other 
books kept of the duties received at the harbour, although re- 
* peatedly requeſted, were never ſhown to the Burgeſſes, by which 
they conjecture there are ſome proceedings in them, which the 
rtruling power wiſh to conceal. | | 


A N N A N. 


FEE Burgeſſes cannot particularly ſay, how the public money 
bas been applied or miſapplied, farther than that for a number 
of years, it was cuſtomary to ſquander away the Town's reve- 
nue, upon idle and litigious law-ſuits, which. if gained, could 
not have benefited the Borough, but all of which were loſt. 
Theſe law-ſuits were againſt individual exceptionable Burgeſſes, 
and for the expreſs purpoſe of ruining them, by means of the 
expence of theſe law-ſuits ; for unleſs this expence at law, and 
a few improvements made, the Burgeſſes cannot fay how the 
revenue has been applied, except in eating and drinking in pu- 
blic houſes, where the Magiſtrates and Council often meet not 
upon buſineſs, and where all their bufineſs-meetings are. held, 
though by an a& of Council, they ought to meet in the Council- 
,, EI ion EE: 
Many debts are due to this Borough, as appears from the ſet- 
tlements of the Treaſurer's accounts, not leſs than L. 1500 Ster- 
ling, a great part of which, by old Magiſtrates and Counſellors, 
much of it loſt by preſcription, and no diligence done for by far 
the greateſt part of it; and whenever diligence is done, it is only 
' againſt theſe who have no connection in the Council, or who are 
in the minority of it.“ 35 | Lage 
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© In'this Borough, there has been a harbour, a ſteeple, and a 
c battery built, and ſtreets paved; but none of theſe public works 
* were advertiſed in the newſpapers, ſo as to invite different per- 


- © ſons to give in eſtimates, and thereby to have the undertaking 


performed at the cheapeſt rate. 


- *©Sinecure 
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Sinecure offices have been created, without the ſhadow of ne- 
ceſſity, and falaries annexed to them, in order to penſion ſome 

poor dependant or relation of the Ruler, or of the junto. Du- 
ring the adminiſtration of Meſſrs Du and Dirom, a falary of 
* this kind, under the name of ſhore-maſter's falary, was given to 

* a John Turner, a diſtant and needy relation of the above men- 
_ © tioned james Shand of Craig-gellie. After the death of John 
Turner, this ſalary was continued for ſome years to his widow ; 
it was afterwards taken from her. But though the office was 
* annulled, the ſalary was ſtill continned on the roll of taxes, and 
the Burgeſſes are ſtented for it to this day. This falary a- 
mounted only to L. 6 Sterling; but L. 6 bears a greater pro- 
portion to the revenue of this little Borough, than any penſion. 
ever granted by the Crown, bears to the civil lift. ; 
* Another ſalary of the like nature, under the name of battery-- 
fees, was given to a George Wilſon, a known tool, and a perpe- 
tual Counſelor. The taking care of. a battery, erected during 
the laſt war, was the pretended ſervice for which this penſion 
was granted; but it was ſo bare-faced a miſapplication, that it 
was continued only for a year or two. It is uncertain whether 
it be expunged or not from the roll of taxes. _ 
Before the adminiſtration of Meſſrs Duff and Dirom, the Trea-- 
* ſurer, who is one of the Council, collected the Borough's reve- 
nue; and for his trouble, was allowed 10 merks Scots. During 
© their time, though they continued to ele one of the Counſel- 
lors, Treaſurer, as uſual; yet the office was merely nominal, 
and they created a new officer, called Collector of the Town's 
revenue, to whom they appointed a fixed ſalary of L. 10 Ster- 
* ling. This was obviouſly intended to increaſe their influence. 
£ The Collector of the Town's revenue, would be a devoted crea- 
* ture, whoſe aſſent, on all occaſions, might be depended upon. 
* 
6 
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The Council were aſked at the Head- court, What was the reaſon. 
of this new and unneceſſary expence, at à time when the Bo- 
rough was oppreſſed with debt? They anſwered, That no body 
would take the trouble to collect the Fown's revenue, for the 
ſalary formerly allowed. A Burgeſs replied, That the aſſertion 
Vas certainly not true; that he himſelf had formerly taken that 
trouble, and would ſtill take it in his turn, upon the old terms; 
and that he knew of many others whe would do ſo as well as 


him. . : K : | ; | | 1 2 | ; 
But by far the moſt diſgraceful inſtance of abuſe and miſap- 
„ plication, is the follow] ng ens Ins 
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* Owing to the failure of the crop in 4782, there was a ge- 
© neral ſcarcity of victual all over Scotland. The Town-council 
„of this Borough, ſaw there would be a neceſſity of importing 

grain or meal, in order to prevent the inhabitants from ſtarving. 
One of the Edinburgh Banks, and the Bank of Aberdeen, gene- 
rouſly and humanely offered them I.. 1000 Sterling, intereſt free 
* for a year, to be employed in importing victual, in order to ſupply 
* the inhabitants, eſpecially the poor, at as low a price as poſſible. 
* Accordingly a veſſel was freighred, and a cargo of grain arrived. 
© The inhabitants were at that time, in the greateſt want; the hopes, 
© however, of but a ſcanty ſupply, at a moderate rate, relivved; in 
© ſome meaſure, the diſtreſſes of the poor; but their hopes were vain. 
© The opening of the public granary, inſtead. of an'alleviation, pro- 
© ved an aggravation of their miſery. , The Magiſtrates proclaimed, 
That not an ounce of the oat-meal, would be ſold under 19 d. a- 
peck, or eight pound weight, A Burgeſs apphed for a ſmall quanti- 
ty, at this exorbitant price, and was told, he could get none; the 
next day, however, a Town's ſerjeant brought him word, that he 
ſhould get four pound of the oat · meal, at the rate of 19 d. a- peck, 
upon producing an order from one or other of the Bailies. Nine- 
teen pence a- peck, is a price which no other body demanded who | 
had meal to ſell at that time; it is a price which never was de- 
manded i in this part of the country; a price which the poor could 
not give, for they had it not to give; they were reduced, there- 
fore, to the neceſſity, either of begging, or of taking by: force. 
Many were ſubſiſted in the former way; but, without doubt, the 
great ae of the labouring poor, muſt have had recourſe to the 
© latter, had they not been ſu pplied at a more moderate rate by 
E individuals, who. imported grain, either from a motive of hu- 
manity, or the proſpect of gain. This obliged the Council to 
lower their price, which they did from 19 d. to 18 d. 17 d. and 

46 d. arpeck; but their price was always the higheſt. At laſt, 
< © when. the price of victual fell, owing to the numerous cargoes. of 

ain imported, to the potatoes coming in, and to the near pro- 
ſpect. of a fine crop; the meal, which ſhould have relieved the 
F del of the labouring poor in the time of want, was expoſed in 
the time of plenty to public roup, and by far the greateſt part of 
© it, purchaſed, by, country people. This tranſaction, and the well 
0 meant generoſity of the Banks, inſtead of benefiting the commu- 
c nity, proved a heavy loſs to it. They ſeem to have been embrac- © 
ed by: the Council, as furniſhing. an opportunity of peculation, 
which could never be PER.” to — and this opportunity 
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was e improved; for, at the enſuing Michaelmas 
Head-court, the Council ſtated a loſs upon the above cargo 


of meal, of upwards of L. 280 Sterling, beſides the intereſt of 


the Fa advanced by the Banks, and taxed the inhabitants ac- 
cordingly. This ſum was 'mentioned in the lump. 'No invoice 


of the original coſt could be obtained by the Burgeſſes; no par- 


ticular ſtatement of freight and other charges; no account of 
ſales. They were told that L. 280 Sterling, together with the 
intereſt of the Bank money, were loſt; and this was all the in- 
formation that could be given them. They might juſt as well 
have told them that twice or thrice L. 280 were loſt. The inte- 


reſt of the Bank money was attempted to be flurred'over. But 


it was aſked, in the face of the Court, what was become of it. 


The anſwer given by the Council was, that they could get no bo- 
dy to take the Bank money. It was replied, that this was very 


extraordinary, as Mr George Robinſon; who manages a branch 


of the Bank of Scotland, took at the ſame time the money of a 


Society, of which a Burgeſs was a member. Mr Robinſon him- 


ſelf. afterwards told that Burgeſs, that he would have had no ob- 
jection to take the Council's money on the ſame terms, namely, 
4 ber cent. that he took the above mentioned Society's money, 


but that they never offered him but about L. 30 of it in ſhillings 
and ſixpences. The above mentioned Society imported a cargo 


of grain at the ſame time, purchaſed at no better market; and, 


containing a full fourth 6f the quantity imported by the Council, 
they ſold it threepence a peck under the Council's price, and yet the 


loſs was not quite L. 25 Sterling. But the books of the Society 


were open to the inſpection and examination of every member. 
The oil for the public lamps was furniſhed by Bailie Fyfe, a 
perpetual Counſellor, for upwards of forty years, without reſtric- 

tion as to quantity, quality or price. Since the acceſſion of this 
Brough to Reform, this article has been furniſhed at L. 20 per 


* The like partiality has been! ſhown in furniſhing the clothes 
for the Town Serjeants and Drummers. 


* Had the Burgeſſes acceſs to the records, they are fully cohvin⸗ 


ced that they could prove many other acts of ſtill groſſer abuſe 
and miſmanagement. This conviction reſts on a comparative 
view of the Borough's revenue and neceſſary expenditure for a ſe- 
ries of years backward. In the year 1760, the Borough was free | 

of debt. From that year to the preſent, the revenue of the Borou: 4 


ben u full 1 -200 Sterling pen _ The revenue, with t 
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ſums raiſed for building a harbour during thar period, amounted 
to L. 8420 Sterling, while the expenditures only amounted to 
L. 6460 Sterling, ſo that a balance remained of L. 1960 unac- 
counted for, and, it is believed, unaccountable. ; 92 

The following is a fingular inſtance of the management of the 


Magiſtrates of this Borough : © Every barrel of ſalmon caught upon 


the river Dovern,. and exported, is obliged to be marked with' the 
Town's burn- iron; and for every barrel ſo marked, three half- 


_ pence are paid to the Town. This is a ſervitude which Lord 
Fife has complied with for time immemorial, and is believed ei- 


ther to have been impoſed by act of Parliament, or to have been 
a condition of ſale. When Mr Robinſon, who has a lucrative tack 
of the ſalmon-fiſhing from Lord Fife, got.the management of the 
Borough into his hands, Lord Fife applied to his tenant to have 
the Town's burn-iron removed to Down, lately called Macduff, a 
ſmall village on the oppoſite ſide of the bay, patroniſed by his 
Lordſhip; ſome of the Council oppoſed the giving away of the burn- 
iron ; one of them in particular, namely Alexander Aven, proteſt- 
ed againſt it, and was turned out of the Council the very firſt 
election. The Convention of Boroughs, before which the mat- 
ter was laid, expreſsly forbid the Council ro part with the burn- 
iron, on any account whatever: Yet ſuch was his Lordſhip's in- 
fluence with his tenant, that both the proteſt of Mr Aven, and 


the injunction of the Convention of Boroughs were difregarded, 


and he obtained the burn- iron of the Borough of Banff, and 


transferred it to his favourite village, where it continues to be 


uſed. The giving away of the burn-iron is a conſiderable loſs 
to the Borough of Banff; for the veſſels which were obliged, 
when the burn-iron: was retained, to load the ſalmon at Banff, to 
pay port dues there, and. conſequently to ſupply themſelves with 
proviſions and other neceſſaries, now go to Macduff. a 


D N N 1-85. 


4 Miſmanagement, neglect, and loſſes are expreſsly charged in the 


following particulars, vis. %, In not taking caution from the 


Collectors of different branches of their revenues, to account for 
their intromiſſions, whereby great loſſes have been ſuſtained. The 
perſons alluded to are Samuel- Clark and James Twaddel, and 


William Mein, Collectors of the Supply, and Robert Douglas, 


Collector of the impoſt on ſhipping and goods. 241, In not get- 
ting payment of arrears of rent due by certain tackſmen, who 
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are in labouring circumſtances, but who, it is thought, would 


pay, if threatened with diligence. . And, 34ly, In allowing feu- 


duties to lie over for upwards of 70 years, which might at once 


be made effectual by diligence, or by forfeiting the feu, or re- 
fuſing to give new infeftment till it was paid. | 
* Unneceſlary and improper expences have been incurred by 


creating unneceſſary offices, and giving unneceſſary ſalaries for 
the receipt of the revenue. Thus, though they have a Treaſurer, 


with an annual ſalary, they have what they call a Chamberlain 
for uplifting their rents; a Collector for uplifting their ſupply ; 


a Collector for levying their feu- duty; a ſeparate Collector for 

levying the impoſt on ſhipping and goods; a ſeparate Collector 
for levying the impoſt on ale; and a ſeparate Collector for levy- 

ing the aſſeſſment on houſes. All theſe might be managed by 

their Treaſurer, and a conſiderable annual ſaving might be made 

of the revenue. 


In the third place, in laviſhing the e of the incorporation 
upon ſtrangers, and others who have no opportunity of ſerving 
the Town, and accompanying theſe honorary freedoms with 
expenſive public entertainments, which, in ſome years, have a- 


mounted to near 5 per cent. of the grofs revenue, whilſt, on the 


other hand, they contented. themſelves with exacting mere trifles 


from actual trafficking reſidenters, who, if mechanics, could nor- 
have obtained the freedom of the loweſt 1 2 . g 3 of craftſ- 


men for triple my ſum.” | , ont. 
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- © Since this year 1770, a material part of the Town's property 


has been loſt to the revenue thereof, either by the neglect or in- 
attention of the Magiſtrates and Council, viz. iron ſtone Which 
are to be found on the ſea coaſts in large quantities. This branch 
of property would let to great advantage, and under proper ma- 
nagement, would be productive of conſiderable increale of the 


revenue; 4 proteſt was entered by Bailie Ramſay: againſt the Ma- 
giſtrates and Oduncil, 55 mo Ware of chis 9 a —_ ar 0 
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In managing any public work, little regard i is paid to hd funds 


of the community. The buſineſs 3 is 5 to ſome adherent or 
* friend 


— 
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* 


friend, and what any prudent man would do for L. 100, will be 
* found, in general, to coſt the Town three times that fam. Many 
inſtances of this could be given, but one glaring caſe may ſuffice.“ 
By an act of James VI. the Borough have right of a certain pon- 
tage at the bridge over Earn, with the burden of upholding that 
bridge. Some years-ago, one arch of this bridge was thought in- 
ſufficient, and was taken down. It was an arch not above zo feet 
wide; but the building of it coſt the Town conſiderably more than 
L. 3000 Sterling, although a complete new bridge over the ſame 
river, about three miles above, was built by ſabſcription for L.'500 
* Sterling. This was not all; for before the arch was taken down, 
* the County offered to take the burden upon them, in all time co- 
„ ming, on being allowed the pontage. The Town's managers refu- 
* {ed that, and they draw about L.60 a- year for it. If this was pru- 
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F dent management, the difintereſted will judge. 
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| | he arbitrary and wnparallelted paruality of repairing and divi- 

= ding the church, without confulting the freeholders, who were the 

| | Principal heritors, was clearly ſhown by two of the freeholders, who 
© proteſted againſt the diviſion, and carried it before the Court of 
+ Seffion; ho reduced the diviſion; which action coſt the Town 


L. 100 Sterling, when it only coſt rhe proteſters L. 13: 10: 
© Some years ago, to pleaſe a certain Counſellor, a new town-houſe 
and a good ſteeple were thrown down, to remove themſfrom before his 
* honſe. The reaſon. given, was to build a'ſufficient priſon ; but the 
inhabitants are put to more expence with watching and warding 
this preſent houſe: than they were with the former. The removal 
ef fai® houſe coſt the Town about L. 900 Sterling, which obliged 
them to borrow L. 450 Sterling of the poor's money, and mortgage 
à part of the Town's land for 27 years, to pay the other part. At " 
the ſame time, to oblige the builder of ſaid houſe, they exchanged 
© away a piece of land, rented. at L. 3 Sterling yearly, for a rock, 
=. © which' is, at this day, let for'abourthe.crifling ſum of ſeven or eight 
1 c ſhillings: yearly. The inhabitants have been obliged to mount 
| guard day and night ever fince the houſe was built, when either 
debtors or criminals are confined in it.. 75 
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« In the execution of the public works, the friends; in Cool 
are ever employed, and no other tradeſman has the leaſt 'oppor- 


tunity. A plan and eſtimate is ordered to be made by the tradeſ- 
man employed, and, on his own ſtatement of the expence, the 


work is ordered to go on; there is not a 5 inſtance but one, 
of any part of the public works being expoſe 


on the loweſt terms, 
and that was the driving of /and for paving the fireets about four or 
five years ago, and, it is believed, had any Member of Council 


followed that-line of employment, this would alſo have been given 


to him as a job on his own conditions. From this account of 
the methods adopted in the performance of public works, it may 
eaſily be conceived, that matters are not conducted in the moſt 
frugal manner.' DE 
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In the Borough of peebles, a church was lately to hens his 
: built. An opulent and reſpectable citizen, who had been lately - 


Provoſt of the Town, percei ving, that a job was intended, offered to 


build and finiſh the church, and deliver the keys of it, ſo finiſhed, 


to the Magiſtrates, for the ſum of L. 850 Sterling. This olf 5 


the performance of which, he could find undoubted ſecurity, was 
rejected. The Treaſurer of the Borough, by profeſſion a maſon; was 
employed, and he proceeded with the work, upon which he ſpent 
about L. 1600, being double the ſum for which the church might 
unqueſtionably have been built, in a better manner ere er n 
b done by the e e | | 
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From . 1736, to Matos. 1752, thi rent of the 


Town's mills, gradually roſe from 1320 to 1790 merks Scots. 


Beſides the mills at Weſtbarns, the Town had another mill at 
Belhaven, which grinded the malt and corn belonging to the Bo- 


rough and village of Belhaven. In the year 1743, a proper flour- 


mill with French ſtones, and boalting mill was erected at Weſt⸗ 
barns ; and towards the end of the 1752, theſe mills at Weſtbarns 
were improved by the Town at a great expence. 


— 


/ 


dand Belhaven-mill together had ſet 
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In the beginning of 1753, a motion was made in Council, for 
taking into conſideration, Whether Belhaven-mill ſhould be long- 
*er employed for the grinding of corns or not? And in the mean 
time, the lands belonging to it, and kept for the maintenance of 
"the mill-horſe, and miller's cow, were feued off to the Treaſurer. 


Same weeks before Martinmas 1753, and before the motion be- 


fore mentioned, as to Belhaven-mill, was determined on, it was re- 


ſolved in Council, that the mill at Weſtbarns, ſo improved, ſhould 


"be ſet in tack for twelve years from Martinmas 1753. The 


roup took place accordingly. The mills of Weſtbarns were ſet 


for L. 84: 17: 9 Sterling, being L. 1 8 Sterling below what they 
ä [ | or the preceding year. The 
*perſon who took them reported at next Council, That he had 
done it for the Provoſt, and then, and not till then, the motion 


reſpecting Belhaven-mill was diſpoſed of; for it was then reſol- 
ved, that this mill ſhould not be employed for the grinding of 


grain, during the ſaid ſet to the Provoſt of Weſtbarns-mills ; ſo the 


Provoſt had then, for L. 83:47: 9 Sterling, what before had 


brought to the Town L. 98 Sterling. | 


_- * After poſſeſſing on this right for four years, the Provoſt pre- ; 


* ſented a petition to the Council, ſetting forth, his having com- 


 fmenced a flour- manufactory; and that for the better enabling 


him to go through with it, ſome improvements and alterations 
*behoved to be made on the mills, which could not be made with- 


. * out a prolongation of his right of poſſeſſion, which he thereby 


craved. The Council (compoſed chiefly. of the menial. ſervants 


of the tackſman, whoſe family have monopolized the civil and 


political power of this Town to themſelves for theſe 50 years 
; paſt) at once, and without taking one moment to deliberate on 
t the matter, granted him a tack on the ſame terms as he then poſ- 


« ſefled, for three nineteen years, with a breach to him at the end 
* of every ſeven years of the two laſt nineteens ; whereas the Town 
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4 is bound for che whole time. 
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VIII. "COMPARATIVE. view. Or THE FRIENDS. AND 
\ ENEMIES. OF REFORM; .IN POINT OF BOTH NUM- 


75 BERS AND WEALTH OR RESPECTABILITY, FE 
Tux was 1 to os 8 by the? friends. of 
Reform i in one of the Boroughs, a copy of a circular letter which 


had been written by John Grieve, Eſq; Lord Provoſt of Edin- 
burgh, and Preſes of the Convention of Town-councils, to the 


- *\ 
2 1 * ” 
Hzap 8. — 


Magiſtrates of the different Boroughs, on the ſubject of the Bill 


for Reform depending 1 in Fiese a gy” of which is in the 


appendix. 


It appeared 10 chis letter, bats in ———_ the Bill for Re- 


form, the Town-councils propoſed to make a ſcrutiny as to the 
_ perſons who had ſigned the different petitions, preſented” in fa- 


vour of Reform; and to deſcribe whether they were Burgeſles, 


Heritors, Inhabitants, Members of - Incorporations, or what other 


ſtation they held in the reſpective Boroughs, what propor- 
tion they bore in numbers to the other inhabitants, and what 
| ſhare was paid by them of the public burdens: 


This Committee, confident that in every Borough: which has 


acceded to Reform, a great majority, both in numbers and ex- 


tent of property, favoured Reform; had always wiſhed: for an in- 


— 


veſtigation, or ſcrutiny, of the nature pointed out by Provoſt. 


Grieve, provided it could be obtained nN fair and . 


principles. 
It occurred therefore, that both parties; being: defirous of a 


ſcrutiny, | there was the. faireſt opportunity of aſcertaining” the 


point in queſtion, and of having the truth diſtinctly ſtated to Par- 
; liament, by appointing in each Borough delegates from both par- 


ties to conduct the ſerutiny, on juſt and equitable principles, a 


mode which they conceived the Town-councils could not pollibly 
decline, if truth only was the object of their enquiries. 
The Committee of Convention accordingly, on the r7th of 


November laſt, wrote to the Burgeſſes a letter, which, th" far as 


| concerns this ſubject, was in the following terms: 


ey 


There has been lately tranſmitted to us from Kulkruther a | 


2h copy of a circular letter, ſent by John Grieve, Eſq; Preſes 5 


the Annual Committee of Convention of Town-councils, To - 


© the Magiſtrates of the different Boroughs. We deem it ex- 
tremely antritt, that the contents of this letter ſhould be 


4 Kn 5 un 
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: * known to all the Burgeſſes, intereſted in e and therefore 
we have printed and annexed the ſame to our preſent commu- 
* nication. It diſcovers in the Magiſtracy, a high degree of mi- 

* nute attention and induſtry in their oppoſition to Reform. Such 

* conduct on their part, muſt convince you of the, neceſſity of 
the utmoſt vigilance and exertion. To the ſcrutiny of names 

* propoſed to be made by the TownKouncils, we, in our 
© General Inſtructions, of 2 iſt July, called your early attention. 

The propriety of what we there recommended, in order to de- 

=P feat the objects of the Town-councils, has fince been made 
more indiſputably evident by Mr Grieve's circular letter, to 

* which we here allude. 

We cannat allow ourſelves to atialivve, that ene Magiftracy 
can wilfully make an unfair report of the ſcrutiny. Miſtakes 
may occur from inattention, or imperfect information; but 
from whatever cauſe it has happened, we are well informed, ˙—D - 
that, in ſome Boroughs, the Magiſtrates have made reports . 
the ſcrutiny, groſsly erroneous, which, unleſs they are refuted, 
will no doubt be Fmaployed to miſlead the enen of the 
Legiſlature. 

In order, therefore, to prevent all aiftakes in TE ſcrutiny, 35 
Vv»e think, that the Committees of Reform in the different Bo- 
* roughs, ſhould make immediate and direct application to the _ 
* Magiſtrates and Council, to have the ſame made at the ſight of 
F perſons mutually appointed. This furely i is the moſt unexception- | : 
* 
(2 
* 


5 


able manner of executing the buſineſs, where there is no object 

in view but the diſcovery of truth; and therefore, if the Magi- 

ſtrates refuſe to comply with ſo reaſonable and ſo juſt a ;propoſi- 
© tion, the Burgeſſes ought to take proteſts on the refuſal. Such 
« proteſts will place the conduct of the Magiſtracy in its proper Tar 
light, and ought by no means to be omitted, if they decline to 17 
make the ſcrutiny in the candid manner here propoſedG.. .. 

The Magiſtrates, ſo far as hitherto known, have u re- 
fuſed to concur in the propoſed ſcrutiny, as appears from the pro- 
teſts and reports that follow. Theſe are offered only as examples 
of a fact which is known to be general throughout almoſt all tge 4 
cancurring Boroughs, namely, that a majority of the Burgeſſes, in 
reſpect of both numbers and property, are on the ſide of Reform. c 
If this were not the caſe, the Magiſtracy would not fo ſtudiouſly, 1 

avoid entering into a fair and impartial. ſcrutiny, by means f 

e e ee "oe the two Me He.) parties. | 
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© As to the ſituation of thoſe who have ſigned for the Netten 
Sie undoubtedly conſiſt of the greateſt part of the real Burgeſſes; 


and with regard to reſpectability of character, circumſtances and 


commercial dealings, they are not only fully equal, but far ex; 


Ns ot not ene ere or "yen have not TOR. * goat: 
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” "The report ſtates in ago : That all the people A ſigned the 
5 petition were really Burgeſſes and Heritors, reſiding within Bd- 
* rough, and are all of them. men of as BR ebene .repurati * 


: 


and e as * of che Council 
SANQUHA „ 


— 


* 
—— 


We are confident that the names at bur petition are real and 
that the number that ſigned ſaid petition is about triple the num- 


ber of thoſe who join with t the preſent Magiſtrates; in adhering 
to the preſent ſyſtem; and every way as reſpectable, as will appear 
from the ſtate we ſent you 16th January 1987; but to eſtimate 


© real property, we conſider it as hard to determine, as we ſee daily 


* inſtances of people being apparently in good circumſtances, and 
in a very ſhort time reduced in their fee . 


. 45 DUN FER M L. INE. | i 2 "© * 


. 1 * 5 . : 
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; 0 this e this Borough ſtands 05 4 pick ene fitua- 7 
Pe. as we have not:s one perſon among an ho declare themſelves ; 


act in their books, unanimou y. declar 
N * form i is neceſlary, leaving the mode and manner of. procuring it 
to the General Convention of Delegates for Reform at Edinburgh, 
ha ordering an extract of the minute to be tranſmitred to the 


25 inimical to Refotin. | The, al del have, by their publie 


Committee at Edinburgh, which was done accordingly under the 8 


hand of the Town-clerk. The Guildry have unanimouſly ap- 


proved of the plan, as have every Incorporation. Some indeed 
„ declare their doubts about the intended bill meeting every object 


© neceflary ; but none queſtion the principle or nęceſſity of a Re. 
form. Being thus ſituated, it was not mene deceſſary to en 
greateſt part of 


* quire after many names to the petition, as 


* thoſe who ſubſcribed were of the firſt N and conſe- 5 


RO T H. 


* quence in 2 the TON” 


- 4 Rees at 
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their opinion that a Re- 


. 
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44th The Borzelles ae nothing to bebo from: the! FR jr REY 
x; ſcrutiny as to the names and property of thoſe who have ſigned 
| . petitions! for Reform. The whole Trades and Burgeſſes have ac- 
© ceded but te, Archibald Johaſton, a preſent Bailie, and John 
Johnſton, a favourite, lately made a Counſellor. There are only 
a few Cuſtom-houſe officers, who, beſides the above two, have not 
figned. The matter may be ſaid to be unanimous in this Bo- 
rough. For certain the two men above mentioned have not above 
„L. 800 in trade between them; and thoſe who have ſigned peti- 

tions for Reform have above L. Fo, op value afloat Tound the. 


Aer 115 


1 
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"ow belies a large property in houſes and trade. 4 DUB 
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8 e 10 of the figners of the Reform petition will be ETON 


contain all that is, reſpectable in the Borough, either in point of 
| * trade. or Property; a few of. ae 1 57 acne agbh 1 Council 


* 3 

© except is Mitt ty 13 | a 3 
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rde nition. itſelf contains a true edel don of the names and 
1 5 1 of thoſe who ſigned it ; from which it will clearly ap- 
r, that the S of the petitionets with regard ko the 

. Kaze carried on b eh and their real property in the Bo- 
rough bears an evident ſuperiority to that of the Council and 
their adherents. This, it is believed, will not de e by. Ne. 


Be... * Gouncit, themſelves.” “ ea non 


II log 1 20-1 91095 n 1 N 

if | * „ NM ET TIETE | | | 

. 4 - 2 M2 £ ; ra : 3 1 . + : 

NE #3 havin MIR 42... -5 1 3 We "x 

EEE 2 2 f * 8 J : An 

1 Ber: 918 27 caps PE or Nth * i, 4 * en 
( ; % B 8 : 

F. | . a 2 5 of 9 4 f 11 
AA wa #* * 14211 127 4 * * 1 414 34 


5 8 
: 5 42+ 3.5 BY {£3 


55 The names and . of 1 friends "OY enemies of Re- 
em in this Borough were formerly tranſmitred to the Commit- 
toteen iNevertheleſs; in order to give the fulleſt information on 


__ "his bead, che Tm kaye made out the e liſt, which 
: e 1 3 35 015 T3. 24 43 3 2121 Is 4 3 di i enten 
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0 aN the 'male-fobabjrancs' of, Fl Boroveh above x the "age. 
* of fifregn, years, apprentices, menial FTA 1225 r_ perſons - 
© Ling on e contributions, excepted 75 5 firſt claſs com- 
ee ſuch as haye figned the. 7 0 to ee for Re- 
FOE rare 5 de 95 n lack e ſuch 0 are e e 
orm; an t as are oy nd in order to 
bil it a true 9855 Fi 1 pray and ora 9 b. 0 8. 
and enemies of R eform, the Gn oe) de and, ene We 

- © the houſe-tax paid by each indjvidual, is Pans ro his. name. 
It was wiſhed to have added the win ow-tax; but the Burgeſſes by 
could not procure a copy of the ſuryey.. The houſe-rax, i Is taken 
from the ſurvey for 1787 ; the liſt, is made c gut for the lame year.” 

As it would ſeem tedigus and unnec ello to aſe the ſt tranſ- | 

mitted, the reſult 1 there f only ſhall be, Of the per ons who. | 
ſigned the petition for | e form, Faiths gp a= heritars, and at the 
| ſame time e either, merchants. or tradeſmen ;_ ſix are heritors, without 
carrying on trade; fifty-ſeven. 1055 merchants. and tradeſmen, not 


heritors, a and irma, Tam hahitants; The whole amount being 


e 5 N ien: 438 | 
There 18 in the Borough 4 25 perſons who did not Ba the peti- | 
tion, but are friendly to deform; 3. 23 ane neuter, haying declared 
no opinion, ang. Wen enemies of Reform are 33 in number, 
all of 16 0 in the Council, on connected with Counſellors; and 
there are alen the Borough. ks in ſo. low. jþ ſtation, that they 1 


were not Zamicted to ſign the petitions, though many 0 them d 


cared their RPE: eee (aliens dee es ö 


1 46} 8 3 4 ee ket 305-340 FIT 46 5 
The e ee Dk by. * jars 1 R Ls: Las: 10 116 
55 Of this ene the friends f 24 1 10% rl i ts iq} 

* Reforms .:: 1+ 444 ner blig 18 4% e i 
By thoſe . Belt tuft 33 Oncol} Ir e ach; ? 
By perſons not taken into the cumber, 0 ene in ee, . 


And ee 5 1 e ee 05 Aid . 
; 3 4417 1 err — 9 A 3-83.68 8 3 Aa « 
The remaining Gn; is; Paid by ladies. i 555 n 7 1688 tt s 4.20 
22 and minors. 17 S011 Hare, 03; font 1994 d tir7r5 pan 0 15 z 
The ceſsipaid: for trade in chd:-Dawagh, 6 is 2 Las 3 


Of this about L. 16 is paid by perſons WHO fi rr the petitions £ 
for Reform. About L. 4 by eee to it. L. 17 17 8 . 

by avowed enemies. and the remainder by perſons who'1are-neuter. 
The Incorporations pay of ur ee TION W are 
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* * 1 of Mr Grieve's circular 8 to the Town- 
75 councils, the Magiſtrates have tranſmitted to their agent at Edin- 
* burgh, a ſchedule, which they call a ſcrutinized lift. of the names 
© ſubſcribed to the, petition for Reform. In making out this liſt, 
© they have condu Qed” themſelves with their uſual. Werner. The 
truth is induſtriouſly concealed, and an 7 detrator) circumſtance 
„ee brought forward. As a proof of this, there is given a 
ſpecimen of the ie I, in dle four e names, GE 
the 2 web avow to Rave deſcribed thus: Loom 5 


1 


: „ Reedford, a ſhotmaker. F 1 


a 13 
. e 


+ . 3 — e 


* William Morifon, 4 pr. 1 8 IR 
be * mael 1 Gardy Lyne, e 46h „ 5288 ed . 
Ehn Smith, a cartdfiver. ' i N e deen Y 


0 1 65 Mr Reedford can be Called Oy we ar! not ” 
pretend to determine. Certain it i 18, - khat he carries on 4 gre ater” 
N ſhoe-manufactory than any ſon north of Edinburgh, or per- 

* haps in Scotland. For, beſides ſupplying 4 great part of ke 
z * neighbourhood, he exported within the laſt eighteen months, 5 
=. | near eight thouſand pairs of ſhoes to London. Fe is likewiſe 
| J proprietor of a. very great tan: work, which, however, is ſitua- 

2 e i ted without the Juriſdiction of the Borough. But för his trade 1 
. | *catried o on in the' Borough, he pays'as a member of the Guildry, - 
L. 4, 1 8. of ſtent, over and above the ſtent which he pays as a 

. „member, of the Incorporation of ſhoemakers.” In a word, He is, of 
4 Gage perfor, wicour eee the, moſt extenſive dealers in the 5 | 13 


1479. 


TY 


"0 555 to Mr Morifon; he does not Nate to Sent nledge t in 
the early part of life, he exerciſed the profeſſion of a taylor. But 
* it was moſt uncandid to conceal, that, for upwards of 20 years 
« paſt, he has kept the firſt cloth · ſBiop in the: Borough. His ſtent 
for trade, as a member of the Guildry, is L. 1: 1: 2, and beſides 
* this, he pays ſtent as a member of the Incorporation of taylors. 
Mr Gardyne is an American gentleman, who received his 
education in this place. After finiſhing his ſtudies, he remained | 
here ſome conſiderable time, and, during this period, was made 
4 a Burgeſs. We ſaw no reafon for refiſting his earnleſt and re- 
peated ſolicitation of permiſſion to ſubſcribe the petition, After 
the Council had made him a member of the community. He 
the "had, during his [reſidence in the Borough, adopted an; opinion 
very unfavourable to the conduct of the Magiſtracy, and he was 
very deſirous to expreſs that opinion Are wap being per: 
4 nd to ſign the * for OT ; i £10337 36s: 0 3111 oF I 
«£81 196193 07 v | h1::8 v 
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As to John Smith, it can no. more be denied. that he drives a 
cart, than that any other farmer may occaſionally drive a: cart. 
Ihe fact is, he farms part of theſe lands which formerly belonged 
* to the Borough, but which have been long ſince n by our gh 
* patriotic Town-councils. 4 | 
, which, ha ho employed in ps 2 out 
the /crutinized lift, will be underſtood from the following in- 
a ſtance: There are three perſons of the name of William Ander- 
( ſon, in this place, the firſt is a maſter taylor, the ſecond a jour- 
neyman ſquare-wright, and the third a beggar. The firſt. ſigns 
* the petition, the laſt, is deſcribed in the ferutiniaed Ii. What 
ſhall we ſay of a cauſe that muſt have recourſe, for ſupport, to 
ſuch diſhonourable means as theſe, to the upprefſion of one part 
of the evidence of the queſtion at iſſue, and the wilful and 

ral e of 92 . 0 


2 


KR a 
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% 5 wad went a U M F R 5 E ö „ 
It bas pang 1 that the ſigners Sf. the petition d not 
conſtitute the majority of the inhabitants. 
© In anſwer. The number of men compoſing the heads of fa 
* milies in this Borough, will not amount to above 800. In this 

0 number, there may be reckoned upwards of 200 who would not 
0 be meant to have any voice in the election under the propoſed 

new law. Of courſe, when the petition is ſigned by upwards 

* of 300, and when it is conſidered, that the members of the 

* ſeven incorporated trades have no occaſion as tradeſmen, to-aſk 

© any farther freedom, and few of them, on that account, except- 

ing proprietors, have thought it neceſſary to ſign, it is evi- 
dent, . ſigners conſtitute the majority; ; but the infinua- 

_ © ion againſt a majority is ridiculous, when it is conſidered none 

1 9 have come forward to 0 poſe. the meaſure, but the members 

F 82 the Town- cor ncil, and even ſome of theſe had Joined in 

1 tition, PARTS going into the 'Town-council. The pro- 

. — 5 alteration of the law has been in agitation now for ſe- | 

e Ta years; and had it appeared viſionary and improper to the 

1 inhabitants in general, it may well be ſuppoſed the Council 
© would not have been ſtanding We at this day. Their adhe- 
5 rents a e before this time ave ſtood 9 or HOI _ 
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© In the next place, it vhs been me That the den of the 


4 are chiefly made up of the lower and loweſt claſs of in- 
- habirants, who have been wrought: upon by a few wrong -headec 


0 perſons, who with to give trouble to thoſe who do not incline 
to admit them to a truſt which they could not be fit to diſ⸗ 
6 charge. 


In anſwer. | This Tow 4 not Wollen EY re aber of. 


© people of diſtinguiſhed characters; but the Burgeſſes do take up- 
on them to ſay, Thar both in point of education, ſtation, and in- 
*- dependency, the ſigners and approvers of the petition, conſtitute 


* the far greateſt part; even upon the ſappofition, that all thofe | 
© „ who. yg not 'figh and approve, were avowedly to become their 


; 7! * 1 FE 7 . 3 18 5 
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IE e they are N never oy be the caſe. 
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$ 8 laſt Conveteion, Wallas cikcunſtahbes have Ht TOY to 


© enable this Committee to give more pointed information, and 
4 "ey now can aver with confidence, that a majority of the Coun- 


: 8 cil, have declared for Reform, and have aral ſubſcribed for | 
hae ' the urpole. | 


855 Notwithſtanding. fact being the ſentiments of this n Jority o 


the T own- council, this Committee have reaſon to think it may 


Te 'be otherwiſe ſtated in the "Houſe of Commons; 4 they conceive 
* themſelves, therefore, bound to point ont. the names and deſig- 
© nations of theſe in Connell: who have,declared againſt Reform. 


© The Council conſiſts of ſcrenteen, of whom Provoſſ John Banna- | 


+. tyne, Bailie Alexander Blair, William Hutton, Dean of Guild, 
and Willam Johnſton a Trades-counſellor, are enemies to Re- 
1 form. In oppoßtion to theſe, ſtand. thirteen, at the head of whom 
one of the preſent Bailies; nine of theſe thirteen, have ſub- 

Wb the petition. to Parliament, vis. Bailie William Bannatyne, 


© Gilbert French, Deacon Convener, William Gardner, James 


©Forreſt, Robert Hutchiſon, Thomas Stewart, John Thomfon, 


\c John Finlay, and Robert Gilleſpie ; ; and the' following four, have 


4 


{ 5 money towards ſupporting the expence of the application 
Parliament, vis. John Purdie, Deacon James T homſon, Wil- 
jan Gs, and John Sommerville,  ' * 5 on 
I. nn 8 nel the knowledge of this Committee; that a 


Do 


- 1 055 of the names and property of the ſubſcribers to the 


7 l has been ane by 1 * enemies to en in wes * 


4 
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In this. Borough, as it, muſt be in 9 thank will bes per- 


four above mentioned, none other will be found in this Borough, 


c diſpoſed to. oppoſe the bill of e The 1 are dow: on- 
8 * e enemies to Met, ho 68 rd b 
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the ſubject of making a ſcrutiny into the names of; thoſe who 


to the Houſe of Commons, by joint delegates from the Magi- 
ſtrates and Reformers. The proteſt was taken by Mr Mackenzie, 


"voſt, and whole Counſellors of the Borough, ſcparatim, one after 
another, when Mr Mackenzie repreſented, that John Grieve, Eſq; 
Preſes of the Annual Committee of the Convention of , Town- 
© councils, having tranſmitted a letter to. the Magiſtrates of the 


preſes of the Committee of Burgeſſes, in preſence. of the Pro- 


FRIENDS AND ENEMIES or REFORM. Ior 


_and yery-unfair ſtatements: taken, refufing the FEY OVEN of cer- 

_ tain perſons ſubſcribing, and the property of others; aſſuming 

wholly to their part the property of minors, non-reſidents, and 

widows, to whom pertain more than one-third, of Tue 1 "wi 

of the Borough. | 5 
This Committee e chat the. true 0a: of Feil 

© concurrence, would be to call on the Council to produse their 
* ſtrength, by a counter: petition inn the bill now on the * | 

To < of the Houſe of Commons. 


* ſons found under the. influence of the Council, or particular 
members thereof; There will alſo be found people indolent 


and indifferent as to the iſſue, others jealous of the expence. 
© Theſe, however, are here few in number; and unleſs it be the 


517 © The Collie of this B Borough have . a proteſt e on 


have ſigned, the petition for Reform in that Borough, given in 


8 


1 ſaid Borough, dated the gth September laſt, incloſing a lift of 


© the names of the ſubſcribers. to the ſaid petition from this Bo- 


rough, and ſignify ing the deſire of the Convention, that the ſaid 

© Magiſtrates of Dunbarton would immediately ſcrutinize, and re- 
turn, either the lift itſelf to Mr John Blair, the agent in Edin- 
1 « burgh for, the Royal Boroughs, or an exact copy thereof, mark 
_ © ing the character or deſcription of each perſon. contained in that 


« liſt, in ſo far as connected with the ſaid Borough; that is, whe- 


E ther they are actually Burgeſſes, or only bonorary ones; z Whether 


they be refident, or not, and if not, where they do reſide, their 
40 reſpective trades or occupations in the Borough; and particu- 
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7 3 whether gy; are eden of any Incorporation of Trades, 
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„ COMPARATIVE VIEW or THE 


F Heritors of. houſes; er land, within the teak. the whit: propor- | 
. tion in number theſe ſubſcribers bear to the other Bur Bee 
. © Heritors and Inhabitants thereof,” or what ſhare of the Sat; ic 
burdens, theſe do contribute in propertion to that paid 15 the 
© other Inbabitants. And he, the ſaid Robert — for 
* himſelf, and on behalf foreſaid, conceiving, that he moſt unex- 
| ©; ceptionable manner of execuring the buſineſs, (if there were 50 
bdbobject in view but the diſcovery of truth,) and" preventing all 
© miſtakes in the ſaid ſcrutiny, is to have the fire made out at the 
© fight-of perſons mutually appointed by the Town- council of the 
« {aid Borough, and the ſaid! Committee of Bürgeſſes; 5 therefore | 
the faid Robert Mackenzie, for Himſelf, and on behalf forefaid, .. 
did ſignify and declare to che perſons before named, and each of . 
them (excepting James Rochead;) that the ſaid Committee. py 
: © Burgeſles: are ready and willing to nominate and a 5) . a 
more proper perſons on their part for the faid -purpote;” And be 
required the foreſaid perſons to nominkte and appoint” proper 
* perſons on behalf of the Town-council of the ſaid Borough, for 
the ſame purpoſe, fo as a candid and, Juſt ſcrutiny may take 
place at the ſight of the perſons, ſo to 258 mutually appointed | 
* by the ſaid Town-council, and the Committee of Burgeſſes. And TT 
in the event, that an ex parte ſcrutiny” has already, been. made by 
< the {aid Town:6ouncil, and the report thereof Fee A en- 
Joined by John Grieve, 'Efq; his faid letter, in that, caſe, the 
laid Robert Mackenzie, for Hiatglf, and on behalf forefaid, ce. 
© quired the foreſaid perſons before named {excepting as aforeſaid) . 
SE Sirbewirk to furniſh him with a true copy of fuch e parte ſcru- 
4 tiny 4nd report, and to appoint proper perfons'sn behalf of the ſaid 
© Town-council; alonz pſt wich the perſons on the part of the ſaid. 
| | urgefſes; to receive the ſane. To which 1 requiſi- 
© tions, anſwers. were mate by the ſaid perſons, as follows, « 5 by 
the faid James Colquhoun, Eq; Provoſt, Robert Gardner, one of 
© the Bailies, and John Jardine, Dean 0 Guild, That they, and. 
euch of them, would take the Malter to avi anden y the Jaid Nei 
oa Campbell, That he ud not underſtand, that, uch a perfor. exiſted in "121 FS, 
4. U prefer of Committee 'of Buggſ N. 8955 the ſaid ohn K „ 
Hugh M arlane, Robert Davidſon, ſohn apier, William ine | 
and George WHl, ſeverally faid, that a : they had no anſwer fo make | 
5 © bat they Ene ib nothing of the matter, or worgi to that import,” c There- 
„5 bre che meld Robert Mackenzie, for himiſe elf, and on behalf forclaid, 
4 | 10 eee e © proteſted, ; 
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fo to the injunctions of the cd bes Griee, Efq; Ris fdfefaid ice EN, 
ter, or otherwilſe, 3 be held and conſidered as executed in a 


partial and 9 3 tly only to be falſe, 
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9 „the Magiſtrates, the Commitree of Butgelſes imme: iately ap- 77 


oped to the Chief" May iltrs te y 8 -repreſenting, e that : As, 
* 1 e liſt of” ſubſcribers WAS: aid be 


be etroneous, infor er. Pre- 


. ©'vent all. miſtakes” in the Erutiny,” the Bux E 88 res quired . at it. 
„might be made at "the: fight of” perſons : mil ually ee but 
« after waitin An. anſwer full fifteen” days, we received. None... 9 5 


We have a cc copy, of . the, liſt of ſubſcribers. belonging to, this, 
„Borough, and having ſcrutinized the me, We, from the dove > of 


4 truth, 0 candigly. bes that there ATE ſeyerals in tar, 


8 list. [the aa of whom to 1 Was 1 eupr 


nl be een LOW. 155 OI 55 4 ae ache EXC 1 


o réſide in the Boroy b and. it it 15 . 


in ſome re 
1300 


5 that a. degree. of 1 Would have procure ed a greats num- . 
314. A ed a Sat kj 


© ber of unexceptionab e ſubſcribers than thoſe ſe except 
* whatever the enemies of Reform may affect; nor is it leſs Cer- 
"+ tain, that the number of its enemies is ; wholly confined to EY 


* Town-council, even in which, there are. ſome friends to Re- = 
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ſtent-maſters for levying the cels. It i 1 not the practice to in- 1 
form e when they meet, that the ce paid to Government is 
wy © ſuch a, ſum; and their duty is, to proportion that ſum among 


5 Nats ants, "conformable : to their. property. and trade; not a 
5 Patt, very hen, not two of the Whole ten know What 

308 4 0 e Borough uft pay, but tlie laſt year's. ftent-roll i is laid 

| 1 a nd _. cy. proceed, like their predeceſſors, to lay 
on; Me. 2 . houſes 875 fs Fn ds. ins Scots money, and on 
| i Fg money Ys, at the rate of one month's cels, leaving. 4p 
aer to. multiply by the number of. months he 

* ſtent-maſters, when they have, 
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BE 855 = It has been already mentio! ec that, as to the mode of PR 
9 dne the Rent and ci, the Burgeſſes are kept entirely in the 
dark. This is a grievance that calls loudly for redreſs. There 
_ * ought.t6 be laid anwually before the Burgeſſes a liſt of the per- 
Joys taxed, with the ſums levied from each. By this means it 
_— ___-_ © would be knows what the amount of the taxes is, and whether 
5 © they be impoſed with judgment and impartiality. And until 
34700 « ehis be SP, e . and enn will never ceaſe. The 
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0 The qu uartering of n has, from time immemorial, been 
conducted with the groſſeſt partiality. The avowed enemies of 
Reform are, to a man, exempted from this ſervitude; and like - 


wiſe thoſe who are neuter, except ſix of the 78, who were thought 
to be in too low a condition to be admitted to ſigu the petition to 
Parliament; upwards of twenty were in a ſtate of beggary, and 


a great part of the others ſo little removed from it, that it is great 


cruelty to both parties, the ſoldier and his miſerable hoſt, to give 


billets on them; the number, therefore, of thoſe on whom fol- 


diers are quartered, is leſs than 200; and the number of thoſe 


who are ata) his the een of the Council, ee 
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Tk quartering 10 ſoldiers has been felc to be a um en 


gine in the hands of a ſelf-elected Council. The Council names 
the Quarter-maſter ; ; and whether it proceeds from inſtructions, 


or from an inſolence of office, many of the inhabitants have been 
grievouſly oppreſſed ; ſuch of the inhabitants that favoured not 
the views of Council, have been always ſure to meet with à heavy 
ſhare, while the whole Counſelmen, and; many of their friends 
and adherents, have been either conſtantly exeemed, or ſeldom. - 
felt the burden; indeed it is a rule, that all Counſellors and their 
widows are exeemed. The caſe of this Town, is exactly fimilar. 
in this reſpect, to the Town of Aberdeen, as pointed out by a me- 
© morial on the e drawn Ds the ien e of that: 


place.“ Fo | 
. I 


, N A N. 0 e 1 
10 «this Dawid a Scribe tl had Und place between the 


Magiſtrates and Committee of Reform, on the ſubject of making a: 
joint ſcrutiny, which the former having declined, the Dilygeties - 
took a proteſt, of the following tenor: 
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On the 14th of January 1789, Thomas rie e and 
| late Bailie, as procurator for the Committee of Burgeſſes of Reform, 


paſt to the perſonal preſence of Andrew Johnſton, Provoſt, and 
George Poole, youngeſt Bailie of the ſaid Borough, Gavin Irvine, 


the eldeſt Bailie, being favourable to Reform; and a Member of. 
the Committee; and the ſaid Thomas Irvine repreſented to the 


9 "ut Provoſt and Bailie, That the ſaid Committee were then met, 


i in order to r in che faid n and n that they, 
| N e d N 7 Ow. 
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16 QVARTERING SO DIEAS. 


© with a Committee of the Town-council,” would attend, in terms 
of the faid correſpondence, and concur with the ſaid Reformiſts 

therein, if they thought proper. The ſaid Thomas Irvine alſo 
further repreſented, That the. ſaid Preſes of Reform, had, about 
half an hour previous to the ſaid repreſentation; received a letter 
© from the ſaid Provoſt, dated the 135th day of the ſaid month and 
year, refuſing to attend with a Committee of the Council at the 
faid ſcrutiny, and declaring,” That he, the faid Provoſt and Coun- 


4 2 


eil, had never ſeen nor heard the grievances complained of by the 


* 


Burgeſſes of the faid Burgh. The ſaid Thomas Irvine, as autho- 
riſed in manner foreſaid, at the expreſs deſire of the ſaid Com- 
mittee, further repreſented, That he was to read over the faid 
grievances, with a liſt of the names and deſignations of thoſe fa- 
vourable to Reform within the faid Borough, and which he ac- 
,,,, a oa ir er rs 
The proteſt then recites the grievances of this Borough, as ſpe- 
cified under the different "9s i of this report, and proceeds to 
ſtate, that the facts there ſer forth, it is believed, even the Magi- 
© ſtrates and Council themſelves, will have ſufficient candour to 
admit; at any rate, the Burgeſſes are able, and in a ſituation in- 
ſtantly to prove the ſame, in the moſt unexceptionable manner; | 
© they therefore only requeſt, if neceſſary, to be called upon to ſub-' E 
' © ſtantiate theſe facts, which are notour to every perſon reſiding „ 
* within the Borough, and they will, with cheerfulneſs, do it by a 
—_—_ ES io Ee Cs 2, 
=: | Such are the grievances complained of by the Heritors, Mer- 
| chants, Tradeſmen, and other Burgeſſes, aſſociated for the pur- 
poſes of Reform within the Borough of Annan, whoſe = and 
deſignations are hereto annexed, in order to come to à ſcrutiny 
with the Provoſt and others, Anti-reformiſts, his adherents, upon 
their importance, either in point of abilities, property, or real in. 
. * tereſt within the Borough, or all or each of theſe particulars.” 
3 The proteſt; then recites the names of the original Aſſociation in 
=. flavour of Reform, which conſiſts of 96 perſons, all Heritors, Mer- 
3 chants, Tradeſmen;. and Inhabitants, including one of rhe Bailies, 
13 5 and ſeven of the Counſellors. The proteſt alſo recites the names 
of a number;of perſons who bad entered into the original, Aſocia- | 
x tion and figned the petition, but ſome of whom have ſince left the © 
1 Borough, and others are dead, to the number of 16, and proceeds 
= thus: And the ſaid Thomas Irvine, as procurator foreſaid, 
after reading over the foreſaid grievances, and liſt of perſons 
* within the foreſaid Borough, friendly to Reform, as before 
1 . : : i - 6. TERRY 
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of the perſons within the Borough againſt Reform, or neuter. 
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AND PROPORTIONING | STENT. 07 
ſpecially defigned, required the ſaid Provoſt and Bailie, with a 


Committee from the Town-council, to meet with the ſaid Com- 
mittee of Reformiſts, who. would deliver into the ſaĩd Commit- 


tee of Counſellors, a written copy of the grievances, and liſt 


of Reformiſts, before particularly herein inſert: That the ſaid 


two Committees might go upon a more. ſpecial ſcrutiny, if the 


ſaid Magiſtrates. and Committee of Council had any objections 
to the names and deſignations, or other diſtinguiſhing addition of 
the perſons above named; and they the: faid Provoſt and Bailie 
having declined to comply with the ſaid requiſition, the ſaid 
Thomas Irving, procurator foreſaid, proteſted that the ſaid lift 
of grievances, and liſt of ſubſcftibers names and deſignations; 
and far ſuperior real intereſts within'the'faid Borough, to that 


of the ſaid Provoſt and Bailie, and other Anti-reformiſts, might 


and ſhould be admitted as facts in the Honourable: Houſe of 
Commons; and that the ſaid Provoſt and Bailie, and their ad- 
herents, Anti-reformiſts in the ſaid Borough, might be for ever 
precluded from objecting ta, or coming on the contrary there- 
of, and thereupon took inſtruments, H. 
To all Shieh it was anſwered by theAaids Andrew Johnſtone; 
Provoſt, and George Pool, Bailie, That they could not object 
particularly to any of the grievances, as they could not make 


any remarks from hearing them read over; but that they, 
with a Committee of the Council, would not meet the Gommit- 
tee for Reform, without being firſt! furniſhed with a copy of 


the grievances, and a liſt of the names and deſignations of thoſe 
friendly to Reform, all of whom they ſaid were not deſigned, 
as they thought right: And on being ſpecially required to con- 
deſcend upon any perſon who was unfairly or improperly de- 


 figyed, they mentioned only two, George Rome, ſurgeon, who 
left the Borough, and went abroad, about twelve months ago, 
and John Lawſon, merchant and heritor, a, young man, who 


L251 + -& 
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is not of age, but did not object to, or condeſcend upon any 


©. 
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inſtruments,” Cc. 


other) and hereupon the ſaid Provoſt Andrew Johnſtone took 
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The Burgeſſes at the ſame time tranſmitted the following liſt 


Andrew | Johnſtone, merchant, heritor, and Provoſt. 


John Johnſtone, his brother, writer, heritor, and formerly Pro- Fo 


© yolt. i 
e Thomas 


106 QUARTERING SOLDIERS, Ee. 


© Thomas Johnſtone, another brother, en and formerly 
Provoſt. 

5 ed Johnſtone, uncle to the above ek ede and 
formerly Bailie, who has neither approved nor 1 n e of 

reform; a very old man. | "BR 

© Lieutenant John Johnſtone, his ſon, heritor, neuter. 10 
George Pool, couſin to the Ane e nag preſent. Baili, 

e rhe and merchant. KRG ii HEE OF? 

: Murray O ilvy, taylor, and proprietor... 5 
John Lawſon, day-labourer, and proprietor. 35 

Robert Wilkin, trader, but no proprietor. . „ 

Richard Forreſt, pariſh- ſchoolmaſter, but no proprietor, | 

William Elliot, blackſmith; and proprietor. . 

Jeremiah Thomſon, day labourer, and propriecar. 9127 [39 

3 All Preſent Counſellors. e eee n 1 


. $) 4 
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e en late nee 
John Johnſtone of Murrayfield, 
N eee late Counſellors, but not proprietors. 15 
John Oliver, for Reform, but did not fign the e 
John Foot, writer, neuter. 785 
William Shannon, Saher, 888 Reform.” | 
Robert Blackie, exciſe-officer, neuter. . 
Thomas Thomſon, maſon, neuter.” | 1 1 . 
Archibald Brown, baker, neuter. en en e 145 
Daniel Lindſay, butcher, muerte 


Theſe are all the people within the W wala wee not ex- 
reſsly aſſented to Reform, except the Town-officers, Town- 
herds, and ſome others of that deſcription ;-but none of them 

pi 1 to a higher deſignation than common carters, . This 
© the Committee for Reform know to be a juſt deſcription of 

them, though they cannot exactly vouch for their ſentiments, 
not having perſonally applied to the maps arr nas to ac- 

x eu to n Aſſociation. | | 05 

11 | le j| It5 eee 1 


„ *. 1 4 3 #74 4 


* I by 4 — 
” : 8 
i Sh, #37 2-48 B- 4 $ 5 L 3 Z . : 8 
1 1 y 7 | : Þ. « * F 3 5 1 a 
5 ; 28-08 "= 3... * * A 7 * 2 N * 1 by x . * 
” | * I 1 1 : - : 4 * 1 1 g 
2 * ” : £ | 
” — * +. 4 * 1 . Bb 1 as 4 4 » ” : : & - a 
3 5 0 1 r 0 * „ 8 8 Ah 9 » & F os © A LS I 8-4 x2 : 1 4 

1 ©: 1 A [SPE 8 —— * 28 : 4 1 ix 5 * 

- F < * V — * 3 3 * a 9 5 * 4. wm 2 ; * * x IL W, "I 44 $ 2 4 3 4 ET -o 1 1 | 

\ : * Fg N 1 . 32 » F 
; 1 | 
5s . * 


? late e Provoſts, neuter. . 
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The following orte though not direaiy applicable to any 
general head of the printed ame Peak to merit a PACE. 
in the prelent F bs ite . e S 


(ty 


ANNAN. 


No Councilieconds ani in "chi Polina prior to the 1700, 
that have as yet come into the hands of 'the preſent Town-clerk.” 
The charters of the Borough are not in his poſſeſſion, though he : 
has notorial copies of two, which gave greater power to the in- | 
habitants, than thoſe contended for in the Bill for Reform. 
There are no regular accounts kept in the Borough for the re- 

ceipts of the expenditure of the ordinary revenue, and ſo con- 
fuſedly have matters, for a ſeries of years, been conducted, that, 
it is believed, the Council, if called upon, could not ſay how the 
revenue, for the laſt five years, has been expended. In ſhort, 
there is the greateſt occaſion for reformation in theſe particu- 


lars. | 


The Town-clerk i is clefted for life, a and : at ne time is a coun- 
ſellor. | | : | x 


ARBROATH 


The l charter of che Borough bears, that the Magiſtrates 
a Town-council ſhall be elected by the) _ and honeſt Bur. 


Oe of the e 7 
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be the Burgeſſes Gema den the charter aj: 1 dhe e 
Vas, they had no charter to ſhow, nor * authenticated ſer. 3 I_ 
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The inhabitants of this place have much reaſon to complain of 


the exactions by their Town-clerk. A gentleman connected with 


the perſons in power, reſident at Edinburgh, is appointed Town- 

clerk, who appoints a depute; and theſe gentlemen have doubled 

their fees in every matter connected with their office, within 
_ - theſe laſt five years. And it often happens, that neither they, 


nor any ſervant of theirs, can be found in Town to conduct any 


part of the l . ſo that the inhahirants e Sg: d e 
t in e 12 W man as op i VR 


. . ba N 5 98 4 FX fy 
1 644 nn 
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We have grent eie to n ſs our ir Magiſtrates, thi TT} 


will not aſcertain the fees of their clerk,” or give us any relief 


Toon his exa@ions, which, at ire? we e Confider as exorbir: 
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The following — of 8 TI ar Banff on the 


r1zth November 1784, is worthy of particular attention. The 
* Provoſt for the time being Preſes, the following reſolves, nio- 


tions and propoſals were moved, ſeconded and 3 5 of: by 


: the Court. | Y 


© xmo, That it is the gpinzon of this Head-cabrt, that the PAY 


© counts of the Borough ought to be kept in the form of debit 
and rediti and that. the-revenuecdf the Town, and oeſß impoſed 
* qnithe; inhabitants; - ought to: he kept in fururs pee e and i 
2 ſinct from each other. | "SOX 15 2 lle 
24, That all the accounts of the Town mould de open for. the 
* ſpace of fifteen day hs nually, for che in 
© tion of every individusl wr Oh reſiding within Borough ; and 


„That. puh 4 1 a ae Tae the. ſaidusgcognts vat ready: aud 


© open NE ba 


. Parliament, g 2 made. 
tio, That the public works of the Borough ought to be done 
, - executed "eu tridelinen, freemen of, and reſiding within the 


© Borou 8%, 


2 7 - 
I. £43 1 a : 
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cion and examina- - 


jp: 296 FxamPation, agreeably: to acts af 


wm 4 


MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS. 111 
80 Boroughs and that every public work ſhould be done by*con- 
77 tract, 10 für as is practicable.” oleh Wrban 
* 4/0, That the ſalary” given to the ſewit Choolwitrcf, is 
* wholly/-unneceffary, as the perſon having ſuch ſalary, keeps 
es hardly any ſchool. But that the ſame may be given to a — 
er of *Englith, writing and er N diſtinct and pee from 
* the grammar-ſchool.” 1239 
51 e That by far che ONE part of che loſs ſuſtalted po 
in, imported laſt year for the uſe of the Town, was occa- 
= one by miſconduct in the managers, WhO at firſt: kept the 
| * price ſo high as 19 d. per peck, refuſed to give any of it to cer- 
train deſcriptions of people; refi ding within the Borough, yet af 
© xerwards ſold it ka 18 A ple from che cornrt yy at a much re. 
L duced price. 1 has £1301; $00.3 * F147 15 * 6 - 
 16:6ts, That che public ic funds of the Borough ſhall not be affbct⸗ 
ed by oppoſing the bill intended t be brought into Parliament 
for Reform in the Boroughs. 3006 SOAGNH A DEG r in IO) * 
- 9m nos. That the funds. of the Town thall not be affected in de 
© fending' the proceſs preſently depending before the Lords of 
ouneil and Seſſion, at the jnſtance of the Trades againſt the | 
Magiſt rates, as the Court are of opinion, that the Trades. are 
4 Schi only their juſſ aud ancient rights and privileges. 
gv, That che office of Chamberlain is uunꝭceffary,; as allc- 
* Treſurer ought ro keep the: whole accounts of the Town, as in 
former time AnsbeRoll all: money received” ought to be i impre 
in his hands, ant not kept, as has been the caſe; indiſori mint: 
* ly, by theſe who conſider cbemſenet asl the leading inen e N 
: Council. „ i. 
© gno, That the records of TH Borough from the year. I 500: 
© downwards, be granted for the examination of a. Committee to 
be named for that purpoſe.” 
| Tome, That the ſtreets of the Town Rand generally i in need af re-- 
pair ; and that the ee e called Bridge ſtreet ought. to 
| be a reſpectable people e in it, ae tha build- 
2 e e therein. 1 1 | 
7 Imo, That the meal-houſe of the Borough ſhould be enlarged. 
as, in its preſent ſtate, the accommodation is too confined. + _ 
And the members of this Head-court do unanimouſly return: 
thanks to the Provoſt and Magiſtrates for their attention to the bu- 
_ faneſs of the Court, and for their cheerful NOOR his theſe- 


ee n and carried in Court. | 
The 
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© bui the very reverſe is the, caſe. The Treaſurer's accounts are not 


„ MISCE LLA NEOUS/ REPORTS. 
The 8 report, thats, notwithſtanding of the ſermting ala- 


erity with which the Magiſtrates agreed to the reſtrictions of the 


Burgeſſes; yet they never complied with any one of them i 
Me notice that Mr Grieve, in his letter to the en 

deſires to be informed what is the particular practice of ſettling - 

* the accounts of our Treaſurer or Chamberlain, and whether theſe 


be cleared annually; and after being audited, they do lie open 


for the ſpace of eight days in the Council-chamber, or uſpal place 
* of meeting of Council, for the inſpection of ſaab of the Hurgeſſes þ 

as may incline to examine the ſame. ; | 3111 Da 
What anſwer may be made to this, we. cannot. eien 0 

© this we can aſſert, that no ſuch practice takes place in this 8 


5 * annually audited by the Council, and for ſeveral years: theſe ac- 
* counts have not been adjuſted. and nee in ſo neh that oy” 
© have become: a mere labyrinth. | 
* Of this we had an inſtance about fix or ſeven: years 480. The 
* accounts of the then, Treaſurer, after repeated interviews with the 
7 « Magiſtrates, and the Committee of Council, could not be ſettled 
and cleared by them, who were put under che neceſſity of calling 
* two gentlemen i in the neighbourhood, mutually choſen to be arbi- - 
ters in the cauſe, to reviſe and unravel theſe accounts: And this 
© was followed out at the Town's expence. It 1 is remarkable, chat 


* the Treaſurer now alluded to has reſided for 4 number of years 
1 © paſt, and ftill redes in the Town of Kinroſs, yet he ſtill conti- 
* nues a member of this * though he b now no * 5 


in this Borough.” 
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I the Internal Government of the Royal Borbughs' of Sebt- - 
'Jand, having, in: onſequꝭ,j,e“ of various petitions,” ohtaitied” Jexve 
to bring forward their hill on that head for the future conſidera- 


tion, together with the printed caſe in behalf of the Royal Bo- 1 
Barr the iti ſent, and tranſmit, without delay, 


för the Royal 


the Houſe of Commons have ordered notorial copies of the char- 
ters and ſets of the Royal Boroughs of Scotland to be laid: before 


them, you will take care to pay due attention thereto, and tranſ- 


mit theſe alſo to Mr Blair in due time. Fou will alſo particular 
ly inform him, what is the particular practice of ſettling the ac- 
counts of your Treaſurer or Chamberlain, that is to ſay, whether 
theſe be cleared annually ; and, after being audited, whether, in 
terms of the order of Convention, they do lie open, for the ſpace _ 
of eight days, in your Council-chamber, or uſual place of meeting 
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1 bn 5a wot — 5 meh I allo ber a I of: 4 names of 
8 the ſubſcribers to the petitiqn here wg to Fine in names 
AA 8 of ſeveral inhabitants ſaid to belon to your Borough. This, the 
. 3 . Convention defire, you. will F ſcrutinize; aud return, 
eeeither the lift itſelf ta Mr Blair, or an exact copy thereof, mark. 
3 e ing the character or deſeription of. each perſon cont! 5 
. 8 b in ſo far as connected with your Borobgh; that is, 5 
„ 855 are actual Burgeſſes, or only honorary. ones; whether they 
be reſident or not; and if not, where they do reſide; their 1 
tive trades aud. occupations in the Borough, and particularly whe- | - 
"hex T they. WE members-of any incorporation.of trades, hetitors of 
dae or nns within, the Ame, 2 oh ms rr 
= 7 EDS in proportion to hed; 5-1 8 the other habitants. 1 
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